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The Planet of Dread 



By R. F. Stmrxl 



THERE wuuw bJdtef f 
the trutb. Sonar body bad " 
dared — • fatal blunder — and 
tbrjr were foinf *• P*y '•* «*• 
Mark Porepaucb kicked the pile of 
b ydr o fen cylinder*. Only a 
afo be bad broken the 



of tbe radis 
bulky and 



v-f.r» ^<t»:» 



ecrrinod to tbe 
world tbat tbe 
ftaaka were fully 
charged. And tbe 
ftaahs were esap- 
ty I Tbe aupely of 

p re c ious power gaa. whicb in 
abould bevc beta) 
for nix yeura. eiaapty did noi 

He walked over to tbe 
■aarbinr. wkick aa early aa tb< 
2B31 had begun to replace tbe 
atomic afoduxa, due to tbe 




baa native Mara for hia 

tef te, 

•acred Cmmiaj of tbe Wetfe 

TVt Earth aaao 
bot. unbeahkful 



1*4 ASTOUNDING STORI1 



of the South Pol* of what Oap'i grim ilniaatry referred 

the Buaor pi— rt lara for aa entirely to. There «« aadosd am ran lea labia 

different reason. One of the Met aaaatity of hydrogen at hand. If lome 

papular of has eet on the Earth, sat mesne eamM he fe— J to separate the 

athletic hero, he had fallen hi love, and hydrogen -man from the osy |tn m 

the devoutly wished for marriage an the world of wster around thcaa they 

only p r e -an ted by tech of funds The rvould aot lack Car fatL He faongbt 

npp-ctaait- to take charge of thia of electrolysis, and relaxed with a 

richly paid, thaagh dangerous, o ut p at eagh There was ao power. The geo- 

of civilisation had been ao aoooer of- eratora were deed, the air drier and 

fered than taken. In another week or cooler had craned ita rhithsmr 

two the relief ahip waa dec to take nearly an hoar ago. Their lighta < 

hie* and hia valuable collection of cm- gone, and the auto m at ic radio utterly 

otic laranian archida back to the Earth, aarlraa. 

back to a fat bonus. Constance, and an Thia ia what coeari of patting all 

ensured future. your egga in one basket.* he thought. 

It waa a different young eaaa who and let hia mind dwell vindictively on 

now Mood tragically before the useless the engineers who had d reign rd the 

Hit elan body waa saaiamt at an which hia life 

hia clean features were An 



Grimly be raked the cooling .him. The 
it had been forced In the tana- start: 



dam that had been forced In the mmv ventilator opening, the only part of 

grating chamber by the electronic re- thia strange building that was aot 

of the original hy dr og en hermetically sealed against the hostile 

rly powdered iron and site- life of Inra. A dark rim had tpamrid 

'ashes' of the teat tank of at ha margin, a lasthaame. black -green 




It crept over the metal walk) like the 

GUNGA chuckled. low-lying smoke of a fire, yet it was a 

"What's the matter* - Forcpaugh salad. From it emanated a strong. 

barked. 'Going craxy already T " asiamnstic odo r . 

-Me. haw' Me. haw! Me tkinkin'." The giant motdf~ Farepe-igh cried. 

Gangs rambled "Haw* We got. He ranked to hia desk and tank oat 

. hew I plenty kydr'jen" He pointed to his fteah pistol, aai rir y set the tecaltea r 

the tew metal roof of the trading sea- ao aa to cover a large area. When he 

_jioa_ Though it was well lasalslid turned he saw. to his horror, Gtmga 

agmast sound, the place cantiaailry about to smash into the mold with his 

vibrated to tne tew ■lainiur of the aa. He sent the man spinning with 

laranian rains that fell laliimiaafili a blow to the car. 

through the perpetual polar da- It "Want to scatter it and start it (row- 

was a rain each a* is never seen on iag in a half -da m n pla te s?" he snapped. 

Earth, even in the tropics. It came ia "fat 

drops as large aa a man's hst I •■ 



It came in Large, shattering TTE Dulled the trigger. There 

masses that broke before they fell and XX a Light, spiteful -ping" and far am 

filled the air with »^rj* There waa last sat a cane of white light stood oat 

I wind, but the steady green down- in the dim room like a solid ikiag 

pour of wster and the brilliant continu- Then it waa gone, and with it waa gone 

of lightning sti sewed the the bla c k mold, liaimg a circular area 

twilight produced by the of bltesered paint on the wall and an 

Urge, hat, bat hidden son. acrid odor ia the ml Koerpangk 

'Four ides of a joker Farepaugh leaped to the vtatflaTmg louver aad 

swied ia disgust. He anderstood clos e d it tightly. 



Mtt gaiaa; to be 

aa." he naiirfcul to the 

■AU tkw thaaj 

a* long as the 

baslaaag dry mad coeL They 

live ia here. Bat it's gettbnj, 4 

act. Look at the atoi s tat e 

oa the ceiling r 

C 
-It 
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art of its 



GssBfa gave a guttural cry of despair. "T~> HE heat 



b<lT,) T 



r 

a* the 
(riifd aorta it could be i 
oart of its Urge. shaprWat be d y bslf- 
hi the lashing watar that co»- 
rochy shelf to a depth of 
arrersl feet, the upper part apoctral 
aad gray It was a giant aasocha. fairy 
aim fact ia iliaairtir ia hi 
foran. but capable of 

be aacfaL It 
of 

at* cloudy 

a am of 
iiiliatlifaj the 
•cat of its iott Hig rata. 

The Earth aaaa recoiled ia horror! 
A single cell with a braia I It was aa- 
It was a biclcgical night- 
- Never before had he aaaa aas 

». * m at 





he tiaflte when thej. ia their 
Uagwage, tried to tall ham of it. 

They had called it the UHuL Well, 
let it be so It was aa araoebs. aad it 
waa watching boa. It floated ia the 
fleaaaias aad watched has. With 
what? It had a* eyas. Noaaattar.it 
waa watchiag bias. Aad then it eud- 
dealy flowed outward until it niraai 
a disc rockiag aa the waves. Again its 
flaod faesa changed, aad by a series of 

ilnaisfieas sad taatrsctions it flow e d He referred to the 
the water at aa iatriaiblt "Probably know 

It cacac straight for the win- They caa tell the 
daw. struck the thick, naat nhahlt stopped. Afraid of the UVIaL I 
glass with s shock that could be felt pose ■ 

by the sasa iaaidc. It flowed aaaa the ■ 1 as ter .' d f n fl the 
glaas aad aver the baildiag. It waa "UVasl aat bother fellas.* 

g to aat theam, building aad all! *Y*a aaeaa it decant follow 
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Sea it 





1XICI C. mat IHMm MR URM ffnMg^ 1 aC 

high with thorny tanta mm* rvafk bark Pesditaon 

— they wouldn't like that. Oh no. thee* the only part of bar* I 

native* aught to b* pretty Btif in Uku habitable. They were i 

Why. they're a* hard to catch m cool. and fheagh perpetually ptltax 

■t ! Doa't know what a inwak- with rate. fclatmg with lightaewg *•■' 

rat a*. kuh> Well if. the mk aa the reverberating with thunder, they had 

larawian*. only different, and not »o cave* that were fairly dry and too cool 

ugly " for the black aaolo. 

i 

FOR the neat m day* they existed 
in their straitened awartera, one 





gantaiag while the other slept, but 
each alarm* aa they experienced were 

of a earner nature, easily disposed of "Better pock a few can* of the food 

by their fun*. piatoL It had not bee* tablet*. - the white anna ordered. "Take 

race, and a c— p l « of nauieeaaf attrniag bag* 

ahontd aa for an, and a few ban die d fire pellet*. 

Forcpaagh re- Yoa can have the Saab aaatal : it aaay 

to he aaarc have a few aaorc tbarga* a* it." 

wor t h y per- 

! of .tang it agmuaat T70RKPAUGH broke the glan* can* 

of the poaaaaaa* J? eaarked 'Baaergency Only- and 

that threatened ttmawti two aaorc nana peetaas. Well 

them, or tbe warm, aoggy water -a p ad ci * he knew that he would need them after 

that hopefully explored the ventilator pitting be yaad the in ding area per- 

•haft in aearch of bring food. nap* aooocr. Hi* eye* fefJ on baa per- 

'Baah 'em with a broom, or 11m aonal cheat, and he opened at far a brief 

Save our flaeh gna for auaniihing big- aumiif of any vara*, and he waa about 

ta pern when he dragged ant a long. 

Ganga only loo ke d diatrcmcd heavy. 45 calaber ata ab ea ter m a nol- 

On the arrcnth day their position be- ater. and a cartridge belt filled with 

came in' — iVr Same kind of am shells The Martian stared, 

creature, hidden under the ever-re- " K new what it \»T hi* anatir aaked. 

plcedehcd storm water*, had found the bandmg ham the nea pu n. 

coacrete cmpUccmeata of their trad- "Gan ga ' aot know." He took it and 

tag po*t to it* liking Jam bow it waa examined it cmrianaty '» •*• • *•* 

done was never learned It t* doubtful ■ miian pi ec e ta aa excellent otate of 

that the-c j a atait* could |naw awar tbe preservation, the mini overlaid wi»h 

aobd *loai aiort likely the procem the patina of mf. but free from root 

waa chemical, bat wane the lew it waa and cor r ea l a *. 

effective The fo a a dati o n a riamkli 1: 1 1 mp ia of the Ancient*." 

the metal shell *ub*ided. rolled half Paremftagb explained 'It waa a tart of 

over ao that aalty water leaked in family heirloom and t* over MO years 

through the atraiatag seams and old. One of my g imid flatn used it 

threatened at any moment to be buf- in the famous North w en t M esml i d Po- 

feted and urged away on the t-irfacc lice Wonder if it'll Mill ahoot " 

of the flood t o ward that distant vaat am He leveled the weapon at a fat. *tgbt- 

wbich caver* nine-teath* of the area of leea wriggler that 

lara. through a 
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waned eyas aloof the barrel. Tim ear the aiaia* of 
was a yie Iff laplaaia*. and taw wrig- 
gler disappeared is a sower of dirty 

a-reea. Ouaga •early fell ever back* aarfca away* n red as taw leafy 

ward in fright, and esea Poerpaugh above, swaying guatly Una f 

He wao surprised that the lilies is m miaafatl 
bad cs p loded at all. 

powder waking had wboao only difinn lay to tboir that*. 

■ high Irrel of perfection be- U an k i ij bade*. Filled with 

lighter, and nv rest ring of fa* cCectrtwIy 

(ul ray iili|lil tbe tender 1 

It would be of wy littla awe against Denser in tbe foroat of tbe I 

tbe fiant Cerarvora of Inra. Yet aoaae- -of tbe rain waa usmgated. Gtnat neo- 

tbinf — perhaps a aentiaaental , attacb- pekn leaves focn-nd a roof Chat aba* 

aaen t, perhaps whet bia am nun oould one not only moot of tbe wenb daymsht, 

has* called a " h unch" rn -aa ill ii baa* but aloo tbe ftary of tbe fa no p. n . . 

to strap It a-i — f hie waist. Ha care- Tb* water titfiftif a* tetarem. rao 

folly packed a few i en lot tale in ana down tb* bole* of tb* trees, and roared 

together wttb on* i hi miens then ugh tb* aeon rirmlar oaawJa of tb* 

a tioy gjimm ai i. ccwapnaa. So ana In tree*, to aoaaod by early ea- 

tb*y could trarel wttb a fair plorcn for tb*ir oaring, robbery sea- 

degre* of precision toward tbe sssua- taclcs. Multiplied a aattrlaofald. tbat 

tains aooa* honored aaile* on tb* ether farfirouf tb* aiitin of I sat a*. Waaer 

**de of a at leaning forest, a-crawl wttb gurgled and chuckled everywhere. 

I— I bf*. and hot witb bites lost, spread aa 



MAN and aaaotrr descended into all il 

tbe warm water* and. witboot a tbaoa. rippled by 

backward glance, left tbe trading pent leocheenw. Imatwil >*Hy I 

to ha fat*. Tberc waa not eeen any orod from placo to place in 
mo* in tearing a not*. TWar relief 




Tb* current wao strong, bat tb* wa- 
ter gradually bocaaa* aballow** ao tbey 
*oc«n*if*fci sloping rock. After ball 

aa boor tbey aaw abend of tboaa tb* their ran rn aligbtly for tbe 

of tb* forest, and witb soot* peace of tb* nearest tribe of 

i tbey entered tbe gloom cast wbors tbey boped to got food and at 

by tb* .porting, fernlikc trees, wbaa* laaat patriot ah* her. for their food 

top* JJiapannf in aaorky fog. tablota bod a^stcneunry turned to aa 

Tangled riacs laaiihil tbrir progress, saalnaasi riotous liquid, and tbeir 

Qujpoires lay la wait far thus*, aad alocpeag bags ware* alts* witb giant 

tough weed* tripped tboaa. eeeaetaasss b*rt*ri* saaily riaibi* to tb* eya. 




kaabed a* thcea witb spiked. 

feet and then fell to pieces, each pice* of 

to lie In the babbling core until it ■o rs se. through gVsoasy aisles, and 

Several tunes tbey I boost walked on- bag but* of prey la which eary tb* 
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speed and lriiii(V»ii power of their Forepaugfa did not dare cat any of it. 
flash p a s t s i s saved them from iwt knowing that this specie*. Hi —1.1 to 
asatfc. they reached a rocky o utcr op- aim. might costly be oae of the many 
ping which led to the coenpnrsthrery on Lara that arc poison awj to set- 
dry rise of land oa which a mbe of la- rrstials. 
raaiaaa made its home. Their faces 

were covered with welts made by the OH HEY reanmed tbeir march toward 
banging 6 Laments of bloodsucking A. the distant invisible 

trees as fine as spider webs, and their and were fortunate in 

reeled with the upptf its what better footing than they had oa 

of the abysmal jungle If the their previous march. They Mi s tia fl 

ladies of the lamer Planets about 25 miles oa that 'day." without 

only knew where their tboaaand-doUar antoward in cide nt . Tbeir ray pis to ls 

orchids sprang from I grrt them an insuperable advantage 

Converging runways showed the over the largest and moat ferocious 

opening of one of the u n der ground beasts they could expect to meet, so 

dens, almost hidden from view by a be- that they became marc and more con- 

wildering mare of roots, rendered more id int . despite the knowledge that they 

formidable by long, sharp stakes made were rapidly using srp the energy 

from the iron-bard thigh bancs of the stared m their wtspsns The frat one 

lying kabo. had long ago been discarded, and the 

Forepaugh cupped bis hands over has . charge indicator* of the other two were 

month and gare the call approaching zero at a disquieting rate. 

"Oufl Ouf! Oof! Ouf' OaJ Forepaugh took them both, and from 

He repeated it over and over, the that time on he was careful never to 

jsmgle giving back his voice in a maf- waste s 4 ischargc except in case of s 

fled echo, while Gangs held s spare direct ami linsTnisntili attack. This 

flash pistol and kept a sharp lookout often entailed long waits or stealthy 

for s carnivore intent on getting an an- detours through ant king mod. and 

wary Inranian. came near to ending both their Uvea. 

There was no answer. These timid The Earth man was in the lead when 

ci e nlac es , who are often rated the meat it happened. Seeking an u n c e rt ain 

intelligent Ufc native to primitive Inra. footing through a tangle of bi n giw 

had sensed disaster and bad fled sag. thick, ghastly white vegetation, he 

Farcpaugh and Gunga slept in one placed a foot on what mint if to be a 

of the foul, poorly ventilated dens, ate be as a. flat rock projecting slightly 

of the hard, woody tubers that bad not above the ootc. Instantly there was s 

been worth taking along, and wished lisltnt a pars ill of mod; the seeming 

they tvi '. a critain stock clerk st that rock flew up like s trap-door, disclos- 

place st that time They were awak- sag a is » ti ne— month some seven feet 

ened out of deep ihtmrirr by the thresh- across,- and a thick, triangular tentacle 

mg of an evil looking c res tare w h i c h flew up from its concealment in the 

had become entangled among the sharp- sand in a vicious sre Forepaugh 

ened ssjQnM Its tremendous maw. leaped back barely in time to escape 

splitting it almost in half, was opened being swept in and engulfed. The end 

in roars of pain that showed great ye!- of the tentacle struck him s heavy blow 

low fangs eight inches in length. Its on the chest, throwing him back with 

heavy fli pp ers bartered the stout roots such force aa to bowl Pangs over, and 

and lacerated themselves in the beast's whirling the pistols out of his hands 

.- »j-' rags If »'• ,-»c«i» i *- hn * % ~ r ►-.;!<«.• ii<rwih amwha 

patched with a flash pistol and Gangs where they stock in the pho s pho r < s cen t 

cooked hemsclf some of the meat, swing cavities the force of their impact had 
a arc pellet : but despite his hunger 
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THERE waa do time to recover the "He you don't r Tht Earth aM 

weapoai. With « bellow of rage laaghiif ■atomlausly The din wee 

the beaet wm out of its bed and rash- — king him light headed It 

iag at than. Nothing stared its prof- funny I Just is tsssc he had 

reaa. Tough, heart}/ scaled trees that r— niag larirtaaiaii aad prepared 

thicker than a aaaa '• body ■banl'iria for the salliihieg af feat diaigard to 

and fell aa iu hulk brushed by them, phrase beat into the red cavern below 

Ban it waa momentarily coafuaid. aad aad ta atap that hellish racket, 

iu frat raah carried it peat its dodging "Aad now—" 

aaerry. This maeeeatariiy rcapita He suissg his fiat ^eavily, tlarmaiag 

v. red then? Uvea, the Martian against the tree. The red 

Rearing iu plumed bead to satsami eye rlaaed wearily. He waa u acaa 

heights, its knobby bark riinnaag with ecieaa. aad htcky. 

Irown rivulets of »ater. s giant tree. HaogrUy the Earth aaaa stared at 

evea for that world of giants, a fitte d his distant fiaab psetehw plainly vie- 

refuge. The men scrambled op the fblc in the hnaiarerrnce of thahr 

roagh trunk easily, fiaiHai, plenty of faagaa bedding. He*aegra a slow, caa- 



They came to rest tioas creep along the tap of a viae 
eight 



of the shcl/Iikc cue a— i lilting eight inches thick. If be coald N 

tePfJllj-CTVC fed a\bO"**C the taasCamL • • • 

MM the bloat brown ten- 
tacles slithered in search af them, bat p RASH I He waa ahnos 
failed ta reach thru refuge by inches. V-^ ta the ground by the thud af a 
Aaa* now began the most terrible frantic I sense U sgslsat the vine. Hat 
that interlop ers in that ptiaeilin meveaeeat had been aaaa. Again the 
From that cevera- teatarle struck with crushing force. 
aac a treaaaa* The great viae awayed. He managed 
does, world abtHag noise. ta reach the shelf again fat the very 

"HOOM I HOOM I HOOM I HOOM I nick of time. 

HOOfat ! HOOM T -HOOM ! HOOM ! HOOMJ HOOM ! 



Parepaagh pat his head ta his head. HOOM r 

It made him diary He bad not be- A bolt a f 

l ie s ad that such noise could be. He fern some diet eare away? The 

that no creature could long live af thaadar aaa hardly aotirrabw, 
from 




it. He tore strips from his Parepaagh nanatrid if his tree would 

clothing and stuffed bis cars, be struck. Perhaps it might even start 

bat fch aa relief. a fare, gliiag him a aiming bread with 

-HOOM I HOOM 'HOOM! HOOM I which ta torment hie torment er. Vaia 

HOOMT hope I The wood waa saturated with 

It t hr obb e d in his brain. ' assist an Even the fire pellets could 

Cunga lay s-eprrwl. staring with aot make it bam. 

fascinated eye into the pulsating scar- 'HOOM ! HOOM I HOOM I HOOM I 

let gullet that waa blasting the world HOOM* HOOM! HOOMT 

with icand. Slowly, slowly he waa The lie shooter 1 He bad forgotten 

slipping. His master hauled bam back. it. He jerked it from its holster aad 

The Martian grinned at him stupidly, painted it at the red threat, emptied all 

slid again to the edge. the rbaahrre- He saw the fiaab af 

Once awre Forcpeugb pulled him yellow fiamc. felt the recoil, bat the 

bach. The Martian seemed to acoui- sound of the dischargee was drowned 

race. His single eye closed to s mere fas the Biobdigaagtaa taansJt, He drew 

•lit. He moved to s position bet w een back his arm to throw the aa tln i toy 

Porepengh and the tree trunk, braced from him. Bat again that unesplaia- 
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He rclasrlti the gun ami iitiu iri it to 
its bob***. 

-HOOU ! HOOM t HOOM t HOOM I 
HOOK! HOOMT 

A thought had been struggling to 

of the — fell atli mim. The 
pellets! Couldn't they he wtd in 
way? These assail chemical 
spheres, no larger thao the end of his 
tittle finger, had long ago supplanted 
actual firs along the frontiers, where 
electricity was not an liable for cook- 
ing, la contact with mo is t ur e they 
emitted terrific heat, a radiant heat 
which penetrated meat. bone, and even 
metal One each pellet would cook a 
meal in ten annate*, with no sign of 
scorching or homing. And they bad 
several hundred fas one of the standard 



AS fast aa hie fingers could work 
the trigger of the dispenser Fore- 
psugh dropped the potent little pellets 
down the bellowing throat He man- 
aged to release shout thirty he fore the 
bellowing stopped. A veritable tor- 
nado of energy broke loose at the foot 
of the tree. The giant maw wai closed, 
and the shocking silence was broken 
only by the thrashing of s giant body 
in hi death agonies. The radiant heat, 
penetrating thJtough and through the 
beast'* body, withered nearby repeti- 
tion and coyid be eaaily felt on the 
perch, up the tree 

Conga was slowly* recover in; Hit 
iron constitution helped him to rally 
from the powerful blow be had re- 
ed, and by the time the jungle wit 
he waa sitting up mumbling apoto- 
gie» - 

-Never tr- u«J his master "Sain 
down there and cat us off a good help- 
ing of roast tongue, if it hat a tongue, 
bef're something else comet alone and 
beatt so out of s feast." 

-i poison, maybe." Gunga de- 
murred. They had killed a tpecimen 
new to to o l ogin* 

'Might aa well die of potsoo at fir 
vstion, - Foccpaugh co unt* te d. 



Without mors ado the Martian de- 
scended, cut out some large, juicy 
e hunks aa hit fancy dictated, and 
brought hi* loot back up the tree. The 
meat was delicious and apparently 

and threw away what they could not 
cat. for food spoils very quickly is 
the Inranian jungles and uneaten meat 
would only serve to attract hordes of 
the gauay-wtaged. glutiaou* Inranian 
swamp tit*. As they sank into slum- 
ber they could hear the beginning of 
a bedlam of snarling and fighting aa the 
lesser Carnivora fed on the body of the 
fallen giant. 

When they awoke the chronometer 
recorded the pasting of twelve boors, 
and they had to tear a network of 
strong fibers with which the tree had 
invested them preparatory to absorb- 
ing their bodies aa food. For so keen 
it the competition for life on Inra that 
practically all vegetation is capable of 
absorbing animal food directly. Many 
an Inranian explorer can tell tales of 
narrow escapes from some of the more 
afjccialired flesh-eating plants ; but they 
ire now to well known that they arc 
eaaily avoided. 

A CLEAN-PICKED framework of 
crushed and broken giant bone* 
was all that waa left of the lata bel- 
lowing monster Sis-legged water 
dogs were polishing them hopefully, or 
delving into them with their long, sinu- 
ous snoots for the marrow. The Earth 
man fired a few shots with his sis- 
shooter, snd they scattered. 
the bodies of their fallen 
to a tafc dittance to be eaten. 

Only one of the fassb pistolt 
working order. The other had been 
trampled by heavy hoof t and waa use- 
less. A heavy handicap under which 
to traverse fifty miles of abysmal 
jungle. They ttartrd with nothing for 
break fitt except water, of which they 
had plenty. 

Fortunately the outcroppings of 
rockt snd gravel washes were becoming 
re sad more frequent, and they were 
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■bk to travel at much better speed. At it waa canttiiaali that the 

they left the lew-lying jungle land might actually hare aa nlci pa f a* their 

they catered a aooe which waa faintly desperate adventure and would look 

reminiscent of a terreatial jungle. It for them in the Maiaanlaa af Perdi- 

waa Rill bat. soggy and fetid, bat tion. 

gradually the most primitive sestets of They had crooned several 

the scene were aaodiacd The over- the foothills 

archiag trees were leas closely pa cked . congratulate 

and they canae across occasional rock faaed light fr 

rltatiagi which were bare of vegets- blotted out. It 

tion except for a dense carpet of brown, ab ov e the 

lichenlike vegetation that accreted aa they heard a shrill 

astonishing acaooat af juice. They "A web serpent r Gunga cried, 

slipped sad sloshed through this, rows- throwing hiaasclf fiat on the gr o— d. 

isg s a aim e of odd. toothed birds. Porcpeugh eased lata a rack deft at 

which darted angrily around their his side. Just in time. A great gre- 

heads aad slashed at them with the tceque head bore 

raror-shsrp aaw edges en the hock of marry-fanged aa a 

their legs. Annoying aa they were. Between a 

they could be kept away with branches whence cmanted s 

from trees, aad their aa t a ian odor. Hundreds of 

of the deadly slithered on the rocks 

ittiag a teas- sinuous body. Then h 

porary relaxation of vigilance aad aev- into the air again. Webs grew 

iag the resources of the last lash gun. Ut a ecu the legs, stxucoBiing aa they 

. They camped that 'night" aa the caught a strong uphill wind Agska 

edge af aaa of these rath clearings, it turned to the attack, aad mimed 

Foe the hrst time in weeks It bad them. This time Porcpeugh was ready 

sla p a i t reining, although the ana was for it. He shot at it with bis 

still obscured. Dimly ea the boriaaa pistol, 
could be seen the hrst of the foothills. 

Here they gathered some of the giant, •PyJOTHING happened. The 

fungus that early rsptorcrs had xH ssade sccurstc 

far blocks of porous stone be- sable, aad the gun lacked its fe 

of their aixe aad weight, and. power. The web serpent csafiasul to 

by diet af the plentiful application of course bach and forth over their heeds. 

fire pellets, smnsgid to set it ablaee. 'Guess we'd better rua far it." Fore- 

The heat added aethiag to their cam- peugh marmsria. 

fort, -but it dried them out aad allowed "Go eeedr 

them to sleep a rs ai l sl i d. They c au t i ously left their places of 

reafeabnil Instantly the serpent 

AN unwary winged eel served aa was down again, persistent if iaac- 

thcie breakfast, and aeon they curate It struck the place of their 

wete on their way to those beckon iag nest ceecsahaeat aad mimed 

hills It had started to rain again.' but "Run!" 

the worst pert of their j o urney was They extended their 

aver. If they could reach the top of to the utmost, but it 

one of the uwwmtiins there waa a good that they could not escape long. A 

chance that they would be seen aad res- rock wall in their path saved them, 

'cued by their relief ship, provided they "Holer the Martian gasped. 

did not starve erst. The Syer would,, Foccpaugh followed him lata the 

use the m ou ntain s aa a base from which rocky cleft. There wee a strong draft 

to search for the trading station, sad of dry sir. aad it would have been next 
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waa ant co- 



te iawoaaftili ts hold the Martian back. 
so Forcpaugh allowed him to lead on 
toward the source of the draft. Aa lone 
at it led into the nwumtaina he didn't 
care. 

The natural paeaagei 
anted. Evidently its 
dryness made it ■astsahlc for saost of 
Inrs's humidity and heat loving life 
Yet the floor waa so smooth that it moat 
have been artificially leveled. Paint 
illumination was provided by the rocks 
th em e * lies. They appeared to he cov- 
ered by some microscopic phos p hor- 
cscent vegetation. 

After hundreds of twists and turns 
and interminable straight galleries the 
cleft turned more sharply upward, and 
they had a period of stiff climbing. 
They must have go*** aeveral miles and 
climbed at least 20J0OO feet. The air 
rir rases noticeably thin, which only 1 1 - 
hiiarated Gunge, bat slowed the Earth 
■SMI down. But at last they came to 
the end of the deft. They could go 
no further, but above them, at least J00 
feet higher, they saw a round patch of 
sky. miraculously bright blue sky! 

"A pipe!" Forcpaugh cried. 

He had often beard of these my s tart - 
out. almost fabulous structures some- 
times reported by passing crave 
Straight and true, amnnlb ae glass and 
apparently immune to the iliaaiala. 
they had been occasionally seen stand- 
ing on the very tops of the highest 
mountain. — seen for a few mom en ts 
only before they were hidden again by 
the clouds. Were they observatories 
of some sneient race, placed thus to 
pierce the mysteries of outer sr-* 
They would find out 

THE inside of the pipe had ligrsg- 
ing rings of metal, conveniently 
spaced for easy climbing With Gangs 
leading, they soon reached the top. 
But not quite 

"Eh*** said Forcpaugh. 

-UhT said Guaga. 

There had not been a sound, but s 
distinct, definite command had regis- 
trr*d on tbeir tninda 




"StopT 

They tried to illaali higher, bat 
not unclasp their hands. They tried ta 
descend, but could not lower their feet. 

The light waa by now relatively 
bright, and aa by command their eyes 
sought the opposite wall What they 
aaw gave their jaded nerves aa aaasass- 
ant thrill — a mass of doughy matter of 
a blue-green color about three feet ia 
diameter, with something that 
bled a cytf-nlled with 
liquid near its center. 

And this thing began to 
the rode, much as tsr flows. 
mm extended s pseadi _ 
Gunga on the ana. laataatly the ana 
wat raw and bleeding. Terrified, iaa- 
movablc. he writhed ia aagoay. The 
pseadopod returned to the main aaaea, 
disappearing into its interior with the 
strip of bloody skin. 

Its attention waa centered as much 
aa the lack less Martian that its control 
slipped from Porrpeugh. Seixiag hie 
flash pistol, be set the localised for a 
small area and aimed it at the 
intent on burning it into 
But again his hand waa stayed, 
the utmost of hii will-power hie 
opened, letting the pistol drop. 
liquid in the cyst danced and 
Wa» it laughing at him? It bad read 
his mind — thwarted hia will again. 

Again a pseudopod stretched out^nd 
s strip of raw. red flesh adhered ta it 
and was consumed. Mad rage con- 
vulsed the Earth man. Should he 
throw himself tooth and nail aa the 
monster? Ar.J be engulfed? 

He thought of the sis -shooter It 
thrilled him. 

But wouldn't it make him drop that 



A FLASH of stsviatic 
canst to him. 
He began to reiterate in hia mind a 
certain thought. 

This thing is so I can sec you better 
— thu thing 11 so I can see yoa bet- 

He said it over snd over, with all the 
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it will 



md eaaotlea af • ceiibate'a 
pr»ycr over a uraass 

Thii thin j it 
■sake me see you better f" 

Slowly be drew the sis-shooter In 
•one occult way be knew it was watch- 
ing htm. - 

"Oh. this ia harmless I Thia is -an 
instrument to aid my weak eyes I It 
will help tae realise your maatery! 
Thla will enable me to know your true 
greatness. Thta will suable me to know 
you aa a god." 

Waa it complsceacc or aaapicinn that 
stirred the liquid ia the cyat ao 
smoothly? Was it susceptible to fmt- 
tcry ? He sighted along the barrel. 

"la another maanrnt your great in- 
telligence will overwhelm me," pro- 
claaaaed his — rface mind desperately, 
while the laitoaa riaaa teased the trig- 
ger Aad at that the dear liquid burst 
iato a turmoil of alarm. Too lata. 
Forepaagh west lease, bat not before 
he bad loosed a »t eel jacketed bullet 
that ehattercd the mind cyst sf the pips 
amass**). A hiariifaei paca coursed 
through hie every hare sad nerve He 
waa aaie in the anna of Gunga. being 
earned ta the top of the pipe to the 
clean dry air, aad the blessed. Witter- 
ing aua. 

The pipe dcaiaca waa dying. A 
viscous, iaert mass, h dropped lower 
sad lower, loat contact at last, ahat- 
tered into slime at the bottom. 

MIRACULOUS aua! Por a lua- 
urioot fifteen mir.utes they 
roasted there on the top of the pipe. 



the only solid thing hi a i 
as far aa the eye could 
ao! That was a circular 
the brilliant white of the clouds, aad It 
was rapidly caanng closer. Ia a few 
minutes it reserved itself into the 
Comer, fast relief ship sf the Terres- 
tuL laraalia. Ocaidma. sad Zydua 
With a low bun of her 
■asses she drew alongside. 
Hooka were attached and pa 
A petty omccr aad a crew of 



"What the bells going oa berer' 
ashed the cocky little tcrrestUl 
was skipper, stepping oat 
lag the caetawaysT*We*»e heea look- 
ing far yea ever aiace your dt regli aaai l 
wave failed. But came oa 
aa iaT 

He led the way ta hie 
while the ship', aurgaaa took Gangs fas 
charge. Closing the dear carefully, ha 
delved iato the bottom of hit locker 
aad brought out a flask. 

"Can't be too careful." he remarked. 
■lhng a small I imilil 1 1 for himself aad 
an athei for hie guest. "Always apt ta 
be some snooper ta report me. But say 
— you're wasted ia the radio room." 

"Radio room nothing I Whea da we 
eatr 

"Right away, hat you'd better sea 
Mas. Fellow from ah* UFferplaaetsfw 
News Agency wants you Ao broadraat • 
copyrighted story. Good for about 
three years' salary, old boy." 

"All right 111 ace him"— with a 
happy sigh— "just as soon aa I pat 
through a personal 
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The Lord of Space 



By Victor Routitau 



I ■ p-xjo every living thing on 

^^M earth will be wiped out of 
tximno nplm you suc- 
ceed in. your mi— ion. Lee." 

Nathaniel Lee looked into the face 
of Silaa Stark. 
President of the 



Lu'k triMJIil at kt* 



United Statu of 
the World, and 
nodded grimly. 
"Ill do my beat. Sir." he answered. 
You have the facta. We know who 
this self-styled Black Caesar it. who 
baa declared war upon humanity. He 
it a Dane named Aselson. whose father, 
condemned to life imprisonment for re- 
lit 



listing the new world-order, succeeded 
in obtaining possession of an inter- 
planetary liner 

"He filled it with the gang of des- 
perate men who had been associated 
with him in hit successful escape from 
Use penitentiary. 
Together they 
tailed into Space. 
They disappeared. 
It waa supposed 
bow met their death 
of hu- 



that they had I 

In the ether, beyond the rang' 

man ken. 

Thirty years passed, and then this 
son of Azelson. born, according to his 
story, of a woman whom the 




father had persuaded to accompany 
him into Space, began to radio ui Wc 
thought at firtt it was Max practical 
joker who waa cutting in. 

"When our elcctriciana demonstrated 
beyond doubt that the voice came from 
outer apace, it waa auppoaed that some 
one In our Moon Colony had acquired 
a transmitting machine. Then the 
ships we sent to the Moon Colony for 
gold fsiled to return. Aa you know, 
for seven weeks there has been no torn- 
SBsmJcation with the Moon. And at the 
last full moon the — blow — fell. 

The world depends upon you. Lee. 
The invisible rays that destroyed every 
tiring thing from China to Aua:ralia — 
one-fifth of the human race— will fall 
upon the eastern seaboard of / -lerica 
when the moon la full again. Tha: has 
been the gist of Axelson's repeated 



"We shall look to you to return, 
cither with the arch-enemy of the hu- 
man race as your prisoner, or with the 
good news that mankind has been set 
free from the sarnies that overhang* it 

"Cod bless you. my boyT The 
President of the United States of the 
World gripped Nat's hand and stepped 
down the ladder that led from the 
landing-stage of the gTcat interplane- 
tary space-ship. 

THE 'immense landing-field re- 
served for the ships of the Inter- 
planetary Line was situated a thousand 
feet above the heart of New York City, 
in Westchester County. It waa a fast 
space set on the top of five great tow- 
ers, strewn with electrified sand, whose 
glow had the property of dispersing 
the sea fogs. There, st rest upon what 
resembled nothing so much as iron 
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dna the long gray shape of the vac- 
uum flyer bulked. 

Nat sneered aa be watched the opera* 
Uona of hi* men. for the common cold, 
or coryra. accmed likely to be the laat 
of the germ disease* that would yield 
to medical acience. and he had caught 
a bad one in the Capitol, while listen- 
ing to the debate in the Senate upon 
the threat to humanity. And it waa 
cold oo the landing-stage, in contraat 
to the perpetual aumraer of the glaas- 
roofed city below. 

But Nat forgot the cold aa he 
watched the preparations for the ship's 
departure. Neon and nitrogen gaa were 
being [i i —if ill under pressure into the 
outer shell, where a minute charge of 
leucon. the newly discovered clement 
that helped to counteract gravitation. 
c om bin e d with it hem to provide the 
power that would lift the veaael above 
the regions of the stratosphere 

In the low roof-building* that Mr- 
rounded the stage waa a scene of tre- 
mendous activity. The selenium discs 
were flashing signals, and the radio re- 
ceivers 'were shouting the late nr»i. 
on the great power boards diala and 
light signals stood out in the glow of 
the amylitc tubes. On a rotary stage 
a thousand feet above the ship a giant 
searchlight, visible for' a thousand 
mites, moved its abaft of darrling 
luminosity acroee the heavena. 

Now the spar-aluminitc outer akin of 
the ship g""w bright with the red neon 
glare Another ship, from China, 
dropped slowly to its stage near by, 
and the unloadera swarmed about the 
pneumatic tubes to receive the mail 
The ejleradio waa shouting newt of a 



failure of the Manchurian wheat crop. 
Nat's chief officer, a abort cockney 
named Brent, came up to him. 
"Ready to start. Sir." he aaid 



Your order* 



NAT turned to him. 
are clear*" 
-v Sir" y, 

"Send Benson r' 

"I'm here. Sir" Benson, the ray- 
gunner in charge of the battery that 



casual is id the vessel's armament, a laaa 
Yankee from Cem luetics*. sstp p sd for- 

ward. 

"You know your orders. Benson? 
Aaclaon has seued the Moon and the 
gold-mine* there. He's platan tag to ob- 
literate the Earth. We've got to go in 
like mad dogs and shoot to kill No 
nutter if we kill every Irving thing 
there, even our own people who are in- 
mate* of the Moon'a pen 
«ct got to scfsnl foe 

"Ye*. S 

"We can't guess how he got 
gold-ship* that returned with neon and 
argon for the Moon colonists Bert he 
snmstn t get ua- Let the an 
stand that. That's alL" 

"Very good. Sir." 

The teleradio suddenly 
splutter: AAA. it called And in- 
stantly every sound ceased about the 
landtng-atage For that was the call 
of Aaclaon. somewhere upon the Moon. 

"Aiclaon speaking At the neat full 
i c on all the American Province of the 
World Federation will be annihilated 
aa the Chinese Province waa at the 
last. There's nit hogs for you. good 
people. Send out your vacuam liners. 
I can use a few more ad them. Within 
sia months your world will be depop- 
ulated, unless you flash sne the signal 
-render " 

Would the proud eld Earth have to 
come to that* Daily those mainline 
threats had been repeated, until popu- 
lar fears had become frenry And Nat 
was being sent out as a last hope. If 
he failed, there would be nothing but 
surrender to this man. armed with a 
super-force that enabled him to lay 
•n from the Moon. 

Within one hour, those invisible, 
death-dn iys had destroyed 

everything that inhaled oaygen and - 
i carbon. The ray with which the 
I equipped waa a mere toy 
corn; nvw. I: would kill at no more 
than 5 t miles, and ita action waa q 
differ 

As a prelude to Earth'e surrender. 
Aaelson rltssfdrd that World Press- 
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dent Stark and a acorc of other digni- the* thoec sa un a 1 waraa were *nll*ed 
tarice *h*aU depart for the Mao* aa 
fcsnttgm SVcry ray fortre-e* in the 
world waa to b« diaanantled. every 

ury waa to aend ita guld to be planrt. 

ailed vpiai great pyramid on the New ao\ intercepting 

York landing-stag e. Tkt Earth waa to plnW Axelaen io derVicetag hie rare to 

acknowledge Axctaon aa »u — *tc*n* (toe the an* rmlii that he's as Uai 

■water. M ooa. aod to tare oar akaaa tk< 

"What do r«u adrtacr aaked Nat_ 

THE iron claw* jrrre turning with "I dean know. Mr.' 

a acrewhkc motxn. encoding "Neither do I 

Ihiaaailni mil ilnalj nlihii. Hii in htoowward. oad tctl Mr. Benaoa to *<ep 

Urpsanetary venae I until ahe looked hie cyea 

hke a great metal fash with aaetal tags 

—ding with sucker like diska. Bat al- >T*HE 

ready ahe waa floating free aa the softly X ltTt, 

purring engines held her hi eouiposac. fcret 

Nat climbed the abort ladder that tad 

to her deck. Brent cane ap to him 

again. proved to be taot what H ! 

"That teleradio mrtaage from Axel- peeled of be If a dialccatiJ. airtaaa 

aon — * he began. rlraelariai Nevertheiese. withia the 

"Yea f Nat mapped out. deptha of the crater* a 

"I don't believe it came from the of the bf eon'* and ft aejaaaaaahet 

Moon at all." laagered, 
-You don't t You think it'* somebody 

playing a boaa on Earth > You think 

that wiping out of China waa /net am tag Uke beaata upon the 

Earth- joker like vegttattan. 

• - Sir ~ Brent Mood steady under ' man. half ape. and very 

hit superior** »*ir*aai "But I waa unlike either, theac vestige* ad a ape- 
chief teleradta ape rat or at Oreenwtch cie* on a rutarrl globe had p rosed tract- 

before being promoted to the Province able and ■■unable to diacipHne. Ther 

of America And what they don't had lusai the laborer* of the convict 

know at Greenwich they dean Jfcnow Mttlcm «■! that had sprung up op the 

Moon- 
Brent spoke with that self-eeaurancc Thither all thoae who had nppiaii 
I e born cockney that even the cen- the istitlsahniiat of the World Ped- 

turie* had failed to remove, though i rattan, together with all 





they had removed the cockney accent. victcd for the fourth ttase of a tetany. 
Brr 




Well. Br 

"I was with the chief electrician in the effort* of these 

the receiving nation when Aselson Moon d n tlk ia. Par 

radioing last week. And I noticed covered that the Moon cratrra were 

the wirti of sound were under a traordinarify rich in gold, and gold 

•light Dopplcr effect. With the im- waa atill the medium of exchange on 

r-.--«- faatgaiaWnl M ricmry |nj Fjr'h 

from the Moon. *uch de- to anpplrment the vestigial atnsoc- 

• .on might be construed aa a mere phcrc. huge station* had been aet an. y 

tion But there w«, ten wHch a om the 

times the magnification one would - . <rm 

pect from the Moon; and I calculated the Moon'a cruat. and rt combined it 
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with the nitrogen with which the aar- 

face layer wm lapupiuii thus mat- 
ing an staraajibtii which wm 
to th« workers 

Then a curious diaeovery 
made It wm impossible foe 
beings to eaist without the addition of 
thooc elements csiettng in the air u> 
ak«U antntitite neon, krypton, and 
argon. And the ahipa that brought the 
gold bar* bach from the Mo 

there 



THE droning of the aiateen atomic 
motors grew louder, and mingled 
with the hum of gyroscope*. The Ud- 
der waa drawn up and the port hole 
aealed Qp the encloaed bridge Nat 
threw the switch of durobronrc that re- 
leased the non-condnctiag abutter 
which gave play to the aiateen great 
magnet*. Swiftly the great ahip ahot 
forward into the air The droning of 
the motors became a shrill whine, and 
than, growing too thrill foe buanan cars 
to follow it. gave plscc to silence 

t{at set the speed lever to ftv« hssv 
drtd milts an hour, the 
hatL bgen found poaaiblc in 
through tar earth's atmoaphere. aw i ng 
to the resistance, which tended to heat 
the vessel and damage the delicate 
in— if engines As soon m the ether 
-ached, the apeed would be in- 
creaoed to ten or twelve t hou sa nd 
That meant a twenty-two hot ran to 
the Moon Colony abou t the riant tana- 
ally li- 
censed a lever, which set bells 
r.g m all parts of the ahip By 
aarane of a complicated mt th ss l am. the 
from each compart- 
ment in turn, and then replaced, and 
aa the bells rang, the men at work 
t r ooped out of throe compsrtmenta 
consecutively' This had been oeigi- 
for the purpose of destroying 
■ ngeroos to man that might 
been i 
the Moon, but on one occasion it 
resulted in the discovery of a 
war 



the upper deck Here, on a platfo 
were the two batteries of three ray- 
guna apiece, mounted on rwrvelo. and 
tiring in any direction on the port and- 
atarboard aides respectively. The guna 
rd in a thin sheath of 
through which the lethal rays 
pens U a ted unchanged; about them, 
thick shields of land protected the , 



He talked with Benoon for a white. 
"Don't let Aaelaon get the jump on 
he aaid "Be on the alert every 
The gunner*, keen-looking 




« Aamssatte 

a.-.d noddr-1 



They were proud of their trade and Its 
traditions. Nat felt that the »tm\u 
safe in their hand*. 

The chief mate appeared at the head 
of the companion, accompanied by a 
girl "Stowaway. Sir.* be rcperwd 
laconic-ay y "She taaahted out of the 
repair shea annea whan w* let out tha 
airf" 

NAT atared at her In consternation, 
and the girl stared back at him. 
She waa a very pretty girl, hardly marc 
than twenty-two or throe, attired in a 
like cae t um c conaiating of a 
Hcket, knickers, and the black 
spiral puttees that had came into atyte 
.n'the past decade. She 



-Well, who are your* snapped Nat 

-Madge Dawes, of the Universal 

New* Syndicate." ah* snswercd. laugb- 

-The drriir muttered Nat "You 
people think yoa run the World F 
on since you got President Stark 
td" 
-We certainly da." replied the girl. 
Mill laughing. 

"Well, yoa don't run this ahip." aaid 
Nat 'How would you like a king par- 
acbutrdrof)-ta<k <o Earth K 

"Don't be footiah. my dear man." aaid 
Madge. "Don't you know you'll get 

*j scowl like that > S~- 
Ah. that's better. Now. honestly. Cap 
just had to get the juaap an every 
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body tlat la iattrritwiag Aatlaaa. It htfiiaatihia aa 1 hare beta Alt ta pick 

■mm each a lot to mm." tp m (W Moon. Wka yau art a*y 

Pout* eaccctdtd aaailca. ""Yaa're aat gate* la taauea I ehall Mop* to be 

gcliig to be crate about it. ate yaar to eeTtr you a high peat ta the 

». - 1 '».'. wmm oovtraaatat tat 1 mm | 

"Do jtom realiae th< rite you re ma- ta ttaabttah. I acad good mm. Pre- 

aeag, youag wnaim r Nat liMitlia teraeUy. the Black Caaaar ." 
"Arc you aware that our rkaarta af Nat whirled about. Madge Dawaa 

ere* getting ba<k to Earth ar« aaaaUer waa ataadiag behead lata, liiiaa, ta 

taaa jraa ought ta her* draaeaed of tak- rtad the eaeeeagc aver kea ahouUrr. 
iagr -Spyiag. ehr eaid Nat kattrrty 

"OK tbaft all right." tat girl ta- "My dear taaa. leal that an baai- 

thet we'rt f rir ada attar 
would yau auad caking taw "Well, rtad thia. taaa." eaid Nat.' 

taVgtt tat tntartklag ta tat? ataatfaag bar tat aaaeeag*. "Yau r* 

1 »c btaa ceeced ap la tat rocaa datra likely ta repeat -taaa eraxy trick af 

main for fifteen bear*, aad I'ta aetaply patare kaf ott wt gat 
eurriag," Aad k* paiated ta tat 

Nat akraggtd kit akouldcr* hape- ekiagraph or tat Mooa aa tat 

Waal 7 He turntd to tat chief ■■!■ giaaa daaat aeuhead. They 

Takt Mim Dawaa dawa ta tat aalaaa ptaaiaaag tat 

aad aat thai Waag Uag ta pp M ie hat ailed the whale daaat. tht 

with a gaad aaaai" ha ordered. "Aad klack hollow*, tht 

aat bat ia tht Adaeiral'e cabaa. That aat dearly, 

good taaagh far. your* be aakad aa- tht radaaaa ai 

tjfically raya by 

"Ob that'll be bat," a aaaa i ad tht graphed cJataaatagraahacalry. aad the 

girl rath aa n e t ically. "Aad I aball rely gyreecepc atetriag appelate! by which 

an yau to keep aat potted abo ut every- tht abip • 
thing that • going on Aad a little laddrary a 

later In goiag ta takt X-ray pbata- bag. Nat apraag ta tht 
graph* of yau aad all tbtat aaaa." "Oraairattaaal interference XtO. gy 

Sb« aaaUad at ta* griaaiag gwnam. raacapic akmaeij aaa aaiaatt »." ha 

"That's tht new fad. yaa kn ow, aad) railed "Diacharga atatic electr. 

- goiag ta offer price* for tht beat froaa ball Mr. liana, mil by " 
dte t leeid ahtlttoaa ia tht Aatericaa "What daaa that tartar aabai 

pTwriact. aat) pick a Eing aad Qaaaa Madge. 

ofBtaatyr It aataa* I aball bt abligad if year* 

aka t iia froaa a p ratin g ta the aaaa at 

~ A RADIO. Sir r tht centre**." aat ay id Nat- 

r\ Nat. who bad anatchad a brief "Aad what 'a that r-eritd Madgt ia a 

interval of alttp. acarttd up aa the taaa ahrlTlrr eaace, 
aa duty baadad baa) the airaaagt. The 





ataatl bad beta coaataatly ta caaaaaa- A CROSS tht patterned aurfact af 

nlcatlaa with Earth dariag act toy- /& tht Mooa. ikuaa aa tht ekia- 

agc. mow neartng completion, bat tht gieph. a black, cigar-ehaptd foraa waa 

threaded AAA that prefaced that aaaa- ■taahag It looked hat aat a.f tht eieV 

aagt told Nat that it catat froaa Aael- faahioaed dirigible*., aad tht l|ll< 

*•-.*■• . ' witb which it aaortd waa evident froca 

-Congratulatioaa on your atteeapt," tht fact that it waa per ce ptibly traueta- 

tht miaaigt ran. "I have watched your bag tht Maaa'a eurface. T*nbapi it waa 

otter with tht greatcat intereat. Laa, tra»rl'inf at tht rate of fifty 

through tht aaediuea af aach acrapa af aailca a 
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Bitot, the chief officer, burst up tb« 
riifnian Hi* face waa li»id 

"Black skip approaching ut front the 
Moon. Sir. " £r stammered. "Benson's 
training his guns, but it sum be twenty 
thru—nils mile* away ~ 

"Ye*, even our ray-gun* won't shoot 
that distance." answered Nat. Tell 
Br noon to harp kit gams lisinad as 
well at be can, and open ire at free 
ksmdrcd." 

Brent disappeared Madge and Nat 
were alone on the bridge 'Nat 
was shouting inr oenpeshensihlr order* 
down the tube. He stopped and- looked 
wax The shadow of the approaching 
ship bad crossed the Moon's disk and 
disappeared. 

"Well, young Lady. I think your 
is cooked." said Nat "If Ins not 
that ship is Aielson's. and 
he's on his way to knock us galley- 
weal. And now oblige sac by leering 
the brid. 1 

"I think he's a perfectly delightful 
character, to )udgc from that me assge 
he sent you." anawered Madge, "and — " 

Brent appeared again Triangula* 
tt«n show* ten thousand mile*. Sir." ha 
informed Nat 

Take control." said Nat. "Keep on 
the gyroscopic course, allowing foe 
aberrancy, and make for the Crater of 
Pytho III take comsaand of the guns" 
He hurried down the companion, with 
Madge at <Us bee la. 




Brent. "Well open with all 
pointing forward " 

"Very good. Sir." the Cockney called 
back. 

The black shadow was now nearly in 
the centre of the mirror It snored up- 
ward, vanished. Sudden iy the atsaair 
motor* began ■ kil l i n g; again. The 
whecae became a whine, a I 

"Were dropped 
mile* an hour. Sir." 

Nat leaped for the l insulin As 
he reached the lop ha could hear the 
telcradio apparatus in the w ir e km 
room overhead begin to chatter 
< "AAA Don't try to interfere Am 
taking yon to the Crater of Pytho. 
Shall renew my offer there. Any 
aistaac* will be fatal Asrlaon." 

And suddenly the droning of the 

lencc Ntt seared at the 
board and uttered a cry 

"What's the mettV 
Madge 

Nat swung upon her The matter*" 
he bawled. "He's neut retired our en- 
gines by i ami infernal mean* of has 
and he's towing u* to the Moan f" 



by the 



THE gunner* stood 
gams., threr 
perched on a revolving stool above the 
bat* <r was watching a r* 

copic Inatrvaaent that c onn ect ed with 
the bridge dome by means of a tube, a 
flat mirror in front of him sbowir. 
pointa of the c oi f ssi At one edge 
the shadow of the black ship waa 
creeping slowly forward 

'Eight thousand miles. Sir." he told 

Nat. 'One thousand is our eatreme 

And it looks aa if she's making 

foe our* blind spna overhead " 

.stepped to the spc<< 

Try -to ram her." he called up to 



THE huge sphere of the Moon had 
long since covered the entire 
dome The huge Crater of Pytho now 
Ailed it. a black hollow fifty mile* 
serosa.' into which they were gradually 
settling And. aa they settled, the pale 
Earth light, white aa that of the Moon 
on Earth, showed the gaunt wseari of 
bare rock, on which nothing grew, and 
the long stalactites of glaaay lava that 
hong from them 
Then out of the depth* b* 

the in ill in shape of the 



na**U|« 

- «•* to 

the radio "Don't try an> 

will be trseleaa. Above all. don't try to 

use yo u r puny ray. You arc helpless " 

The skip waa ilsanst stationary 
tie figure* could be seen swarmiaf 
•pea the landing-stage, ready to ad- 

the iron claw* to clamp the r 
With a gesture of kllpllsatlll. Nat 
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kit the bridge and went dawn to the of the hart a ct* WiMhhf wM r*mv 

mcia dei* where, ia obedience to hie neat* of the t fi sia h tre that Mil) toy 

order*. the crew had all iiirraMtd at th« somas ef the Crater ef Pythav 

"Men. I an patting it up la yes." ha Be* bcaldr tha twia landing Magna,, 

atid -Amrlaoa. tha Black Caeeer. ad- constructed by tha Warld Federatioa. 

«iki ui not to a it tenet to uac tha Ray- another building araae. with an a p ea 

gone. I wool arder you to. IT1 leave frost Aad that free* traa a hag* ante- 

the decioioa with yea." rar. now *cintilUtiag i 

-We tried it fifteen aaioutaa ago. light froaa tha Mack 

Sir." Mtawiriii Braiia. "I told Lerri- That • it. Sir P aha* It i BrcrH. 

gan to fire on* tha stern s ta rboard gun That* what?" ssispanf Nat. 

ta are if it waa hi narking order, and "Tha detkctiag aurrar I waa epcak. 

it waaa'tr lag •' That, what detected the 

At that einssiat tha mill am led that wiped atat China Tha raj didn't 

-. a alight >ar iota the ciaaspe. Once come froaa tha hjaaai Aad that'* tha 

aaare the telcradio began to trriaaa: mirror that denects tha 

"Open tha part haid and 6k awl wave*, tha super -Hcrtaiaa 

slowly sTsoistsan ia uaeleaa I snonla carry tha 

tarn my ray upon you aad sblimsu Nat did 

aa tha at tha failure of hi* misaioa, ha 

Taaj'd heat obey." Nat taM ha* i 
We've got a p. imager t. 

Bt glared at Madge aa ha talk*, aad lag tha ■ rrhsni— that liatiiUH tha 

Madge* snuk waa a littk aaor* l7ia*a apparatus. Dwarfed. 

Iowa than it had been before *ith tiny Inane, aad ckaata that 

"Thi* a* the aaoat thrilling capcri- eeat like barrel*, they baetlia aaaa**, 

ence ef say life. Cnptna Lea,- aha chettertag ia thrill voices that sumi* 

•aid -Aad 111 aever reat until lee like tha piping a** bird*. 

gat an X-R*jr photograph of Mr Aaaa- It waa evident that A at ken, thong* 

sea's akektoa for tha Universal New* ha had wiped eat tha Mooa convicts 

Syndicate aad tha Maaa siop k a* the crater, had 

reserved a aawaher of tha Latter fa* prr- 

NE by oae. Nat leaf, the crew filed soael uee. 
down the Udder oato the landtag - 

etage. gaapiag aad choking ia the rare- rTp H E black snip waa dropping iaea 

Sad air that lay like a blanket at the JL it* paartiaa at the aaaaad landing 

batt oat of the crater. Aad the reaaoa stage, connected with the drat hy a 

far tha* waa oaly tea apparent to Nat abort bridge. Tha starboard 

aa *ooa aa he waa aa the level stage. swung earn, aad a ike of i 

Overhead, at an altitude of about a a* sa t a fe 

anik. the black ship hang, aad from it* breathing ia ceadeneed air free* recap- 




0' 



bow a Mupcadaae sear tali ght played 

to aad fro over the bottom of the era- with goggk rye* at 

ter. making it aa light aa day Aad Each one held ia hie head a lethal tube 

where had been the mining machinery, containing the ray. aad. aa if by mwj 

the great building* that had boaaed m*nd. they took up their ata ti aaa about 




convicts aad Moaa peapk. aad the their pr 
hag* edifice that contained the pump- Then, at a signal f 

ing station, there waa nothhtg they suddenly doffed their. 
The devilish ray of Aaelson had not <x>kcd at these ia 

r deatroyed them, it had oblite- He had not 

fated all trace* of them, aad the crew would be Earth 
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ef some other planet. But tkey *m tke black ship wae mmc4 Tto re»t of 

Bank Men And tWgr were old. the crew were ordered into a doubl e 

Men of *i*ty or aeventjr year*, with Use. 
leaf, gray beard* aad wrinkled (ice*. Aad then tke slaughter began. 
and eyes thai atared out (reaa beneath Before Nat could rreti struggle to 

pt nt h e u ace of ****ffr e y ebrow a. Feces break away from tbe gibbering Moon 

on which were imprinted d«ap»ir ami. men to whom be aad tee other petson- 

hopelessness era bad been consigned, tbe aged crew 

Then the first men took off kia meek, ef the Black Caeeer bad begun their 

actcr ties. 

A man in the prime of life, with a Stream* of red aad purple light akot 

aeaa* of jet black hair aad a Mack beard free* the ray-ptetol* that they carried, 

that twept to bit waiat. a aeec like a aad before them the crew of the ether- 

hawk a, and a pair of dark blue eye* liner limply withered ep and i aniahid 

that fiard themselves en Nat a with a They became mere mamti of hi— an 

leek ef Luciferian pride. debris piled en the landing -etage. and 

-me. Nathaniel Lee. - aaid the upon tkeee maascs. tee. the old men 

mb, in deep tone* that had a curl an* turned their anmlcaeeata. until only a 

accent which Nat could net place "I few heap* of charred i 
ought to knew your name, aince yoer / on the landing -etage. 

»dio* on Earth hare been ahoeting burned paper, and alewty rteang in the 

it for three daya peat ae that ef the low atmospheric pressure until they 

man wke ta to save Earth from tke drifted over tke crater 
tkreat of destruction. And you know Nat had cried out in horror at tke 

astf" eight, and tried to tear kimaclf free 

-Axelaon— the Black Caesar.- Nat from tke grasp ef tke Moon dwarf* 

muttered For tke mamrse be waa who be Id kirn. So had the rr.t Nr.tr 

taktn aback. He bad anticipated -any was struggle eo f • - I*. ; Its. tbekr 

sort of pcraon eacrpt tkaa ansa, who abort arms and legs, the Moon dwarf* 

stood, looked, and *pc- Viking, held them in an imakikabli grip, chat- 

tbit incarnation of pride and strength, tering and enut iliag as they conv 

A*el*on aaailid anrl then has eyes primed tkem against their barrel I. ke 

lit upon Madge Dawes. And for a mo- chest* until the breath wm all but. 

meet be stood ae if petrified Ins* a t rush id out of their bo-- 

block of massive grar • "Devil T cried Nat furiously, aa 

hn] — who i* tht*?- be gr o w ltd. Aielson canst up to him. 'Why don't 

-Why. I'm Madge Dawes, of tke you kill us. too r And be hurled f 

Universal News Syndicate.' answ rrrrl one taunts and abuse et him. in the 

tke girt, smiling a; Air son in net ir- hope of goa ding nam into making the 

ssiklf manner "And I'm sure same comparatively merciless end ef 

you're not nearly suck a bold, bad pi- kia pcisontn. 

as people think, and you're going son leaked at hem calmly, but 

te let us all go ft mi lit no reply. He loo ke d at Madge 



kia features were -ran rules a* 

INSTANTLY Axelaon Seemed te be- with some tSMiiitw that gave him tke 
come trsnsformed bate a maeiir aspect of a fiend. And iken eary did 



-nea aad shea r ed Na- .'let it waa Madge who was 

jpipr ihrnaikll I saga* enstbec for the Black Caesar • mad- 

d Madge. Brent aad Bras an. aad aeaa. 

two other* who wore the uniform* ef A* clean spoke again, aad tke j 

edscr ' aad dragged across ers wree hustled up tke ladder 

the bridge to tke landing -atage where board tke black vessel. 
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**npHE KMMdMtKouiuir bwlfciiriij ary friend. WcVt bad 

1 will ace yonP The door of their — r new narka order, and rf a — t in the 

praaea fed opened, teniae in • theft ed leaet hke the mm ; 

light. and diacloeieg eat el the gray- an nc ipae e d.' 

brarde. who Mood there, f nintiog at "GoetT 

-Can. yonre tying te tee. bowrgeoeel 

»r Net itmmtiAtA. Tee 're lying, ! tell yonP 




eatinct Aed with 
that • heeh ef iateitiea captained the 
y e tee e tc* ef 

Thcee vert the teen who had 
iipriiinid in their jaeth. with Aacl- aa 
teat ftthar. aad had cecaped 
thctr wey rate apace, aad had 

re 



And here they were. apatkiag a >er- te be 
gea ef peat g tat f ttan a. aad ignorant 
that the world had chanced, re bee ef 
the peer, dead aa the deed Moon froce 
which the black ahip wet winging away 
threefE the ether. 

-Dow ( (a. Captain.- pleaded Madge. 
Tell hiaa well all go together ' 

Nat ahook hat head. "Maybe l*U be 
te eaahe term, with baa.' he anv 

aad trapped oet apaa the aee- It waa a 
tett deck. egwrr. c lath ad la t^thapilm garaeaat 



The greybeard alacaaaed the dear ef 
end tragi if aeragery "Teeni aaake held a I 
aa tenrat with the Black Caeeer.- he huge cheat ateed ap tike a tjiaaall 




That ia the reign of the prole- while the tfeey areaa aad lega hwag daa- 
tarut The ti tn rg tow, aaaat die I So gfing < 



Lenin decreed P -Here ia th 

Bat he a t opp e d aaddealy and paaaad eat," aaid Nat ■ captor. 

hit forehead like a aaaa Aacleon looked at Nat. eye unlet. 



awekeaiag freea a dream, eye ia a alow atare. Then he retia- 

"Sarety the proletariat baa already eoiab id the concrete te the jiaibaeed 



on earth K he aaked 'A be ti de beta, aad mtriiaid Nat te pre- 
tiaat haa pateed. and daily we ea- cede 
pert the a— nont to return and cetah- Nat intinil It 



liah the new world-order What year room, aaach like that ef the captain ef 
-..' I • it not 2017? It ia ao hard the ether-liner new atranded an the 



te reckon oa Eroa.' Moon There were a bank. 

-On Eroar thoaght Nat Thii ia dceh and a radio raajajanj 
the year J044." he anewcrcd. "Yoyrt A. 'lean ahat the doer He tried *a 
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•peak and failed to i 

Al llM b« said: 

"I Mi prepared to offer row terms. 
Nathaniel Lm, io accordance with my 

"I'll Mki ae term* with i 
replied Net bitterly. 



fclL 



AXLLSON ttood looking st 
M » great cheat rose and 
Suddenly he put out one |tnt 
and clapped Nat on the should* 

no men." he Mid. "recognise 
facta. Within three week* 1 ahall be 
the ww d tan ted ruler of Earth. 
Whether of a desert or of a cowed and 
aubmieeivc aubwxt-popu l a ti on. rests 
with the Earth men. I have never been 

-rth. for I was born on Eros. Mr 
motbe - my birth. I hare nrrer 

Nat looked at htm. trying to follow 
what waa is Aaeleon a mind 

Mr father Bed to Eros, a little 
planet a s s ents en mi lei ia diamc-- 
we have found Me called it a heav- 
enly paradise It waa hm i nt enti o n to 
foamd t.-'rr * colony of thoac who were 
in rebellion against the tyrant* of 

• followers j e orniy id to the 

for wives. But the- 

of them union* LMH mVt »"< » 
mVawaml Mwi trvil «»r Thrfe f >urth» 
of the colony died ia battle witk oat 



rat a 



were 



Th* 



I Mired the 
aniion thtea 



raclf 

M i 



to I 

MM 



not* will h. 
onceived of eonq 

■ I rr to c-bey 




*--• 



h which I 
at my mercy 

iiaiatanre. bv- 
ill obey me and aid me 



hi my plana. That ia why I Mved yon 
nod the other officers of your ether- 
line* If you will iota me. you 
have the highest post on Earth 
ase. Nathaniel Lee. and those others 
ahall be under you." 

AXELSON paused, and. loathing 
the man though he did. Nat waa 
conacious of a feeling of pity for htm 
that he could not control He mw his 
lonely life on Eroa. surrounded by 
those phantom humans of the post, and 
he un d e rs to od his longing for Earth 
the planetary caile. the sole 
being of sll the planetary sys- 
tem outside Earth, perhaps, except for 
his dwindling company of aged man. 
"To-day. Nathaniel Lee." Aaclson 
on. "my life waa recast in a aaw 
I when I mw the woman you have 
brought with you. I did not know be- 
fore that women were beautiful to look 
on. I did not dreaa 
such as she existed. She'i 
Nathaniel Lee 

"But that is immaterial. What ia 
yo ur answer to my off I 

Nst was trying to think, though pas- 
sion distorted the menu] iaugn aa 
they arose in his brain. To Aaclson it 
was evidently intaanpcikiaoitli that 
there would be any objection to his 
taking Madge Nat mw that he moot 
temporise for Madge'* Mse 

have to consult my r runs anient.* 
he ar.wered 

"Of course." attained Aaclton. 
it reason able Tell them that 
they agree to join me it will be 
for them to die. Do :• 

th> We hate it on Eros, 
the Moon men hate it. too. though 
aster legend that some- 
thing in the shape of an invisible man 
raises from their ashes. My father 
told mt that that superstition • 
on Earth in hi* time, too Co and I 
to your compa n io n *. Neth-i 
The B1j« Cimn »oice 
friendly. He clapped Nat on the 
dee again, and called the greybeard to 
i back to hi* prison. 
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"Ok Captain Lee. I'm to glad you're 
baekr csclaimcd Madge "W»Tt been 
afraid for you I* be such a terrible 
nam. this Black Caesar r 

Nat sneered, then (ruined malevo- 
lently. <■ 11. fee's not exactly the 
idea of • Sunday-school 
■an ircd. Of course be 
could not tell the girl about Aaelson » 



THE little group of prisoner* stood 
on tbe uuper deck of tbe block 
ship and watcbed tbe Moon men 
scurrying about tbe landing-stage an 
abe havered to be* position. 

Aiclaon a fatbc* bad not erred when 
be bad called tbe tiny planet. Eros, a 
heavenly pandiit. for no otber term 
could hast described it 

They were in an ataaoopbere ao sum- 
tar to tbat of Enrtb tbat tbrjr could 
broatbe with complete freedom, but 
there srtmid to be a lightness and a 
vigor in tbeir lunba tbat indicated tbat 
tbe au waa supercharged with oxygen 
Tbe iiiwaii of thie in large 
-diceted by tbe intense 
of tbe sky. acroaa wbicb b s e c y 
were drifting. 

in tbat aky whet looked like 
thrtosroee moons were circling with 
extraordinary swiftness From thirty 
to forty fall msoni, of all sires, from 
4 a nan to tbat of a brilliant 
planet, and riding black against tbe 

Tbe sun. %rdly smaller than wfeen 
roen Earth, shone in tbe renitb. 
; arth and Mars bung in tfcr 
and north respectively, each like a 




Tbe moons were some of tbe tben- 

otber asteroids, weans*, tbeir 

bey patterns in and out otaon* 

otner But. ■tansai l i i iM as the sight 

I was toward tbe terrestrial scene 

-.t partjr turned th *• tbe 

•*d 

A aea of as p p birs Mm lapped sands 

. er and broke into soft lines of 

foam. To tbe water's edge I ■Undid a 

lawn of brightest green, ant 




of tbe aea est ended 
like a tr opi c al 
Most of tbe tress wste pshnlike, but 
towered to iiiiiii heights, tbeu fob- 
age swaying in a gentle breexe There 
were apparently no sliiaHons. and yet. 
the little sphere that tbe 
curre gave the ill u sion of 
heights, while the 
Stand of seeoung to rise. Lay 
ly perfectly flat, producing an extra- 
ordinary feeling of insecurity. 

Near tbe water's edge a palatial man- 
sion, built of hewn logs and of a single 
story, stood in a garden of brilliant 
ftowcrs Nearer, brymio tbe high 
if stag i. were tbe 
work*. 

slightly ton cess mirrer 
the light sf tbe ssm. 

The death rayT 
to Nat. 

Asclaon came up to the perry as tbe 
ship settled down. 'Welcome to Erse." 
be said cordially "My father told ant 

meant Tort " 

IN (coot held as tbat with wbicb 

Aael 

day 

and a sort of pebn wine in 

■hi lb singularly re- 
ef those early twentieth 
century interiors 
Only the presence 
aged 
a 

Madge sat on Axelson's right, and 
Nat on his left. The girl's lightbsert- 
lad left her; her face grew 
as Axelson's motives— which 
Nat had not dared disclose to her— dis- 
closed themselves in bis manner 

Once, when be laid bis ringer for s 
mom e nt against her white throat, she 
started, and for a moment it si i mi J aa a 
if tbe gathering storm must break. / 

For Nat bad talked with bis earn. 
end all bad agreed tbat they would net 
tarn traitor, though tbey Intended to 
aa long* aa 



of a sores of the 
with ray-reds, lent 
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hope of catching the Black Cmw un- Mopped 



TV« slowly a Mate twilight began 
to fall, and Axelaon rose 

"Let ua walk tn the gardens daring 
the reign of Eeebos." be said 

-Exrbear ashed Nit 

"The black world that untihidnui 
ua each sleeping period." answered 

Aw Mm. 

Nat knew what be meant The dark 
romp* n inn of Exoa r t »ol» e * around it 
every six hours: the day of Eroa would 
therefore never be loafer thaw sia 
hours, this without rrckootnf the revo- 
lution of Eroa around the sum. Bat 
owing to its small sis*, it waa p tobabit 
it waa bathed in 



The sweet scent of the Bowers, i 
stronger than of any ft w w tr s on earth, 
filled the air They walked across the 
ntered a jungle path. 



either side, and huge pshr 
Behind then* stalked the guarda with 
ray-rods. 
A lake of deepest black diaclot 
self. Suddenly Madge uttered a scream 
and clung to Nat. "Look, lookf" ah* 
cried -Itsborribter 

SUDDENLY Nat rralued that the 
lake swarmed with ■ a waters. They 
of crocodilian form, but .twice the 
of the Largest crocodile, and 
aprawlc i over one another in the shal- 
lows beside the margin. As the party 
drew near, aa « n o t mo w asonster began 
on its clawed feet t« 



A mouth half the length of the crea- 
tor* opened, diatUoiag a pc 

fangs. Madge 



as if tsaagbt op sharply 
by the bars of a cage, and drew bock. 

Axelaon tamed and wheeled ta the. 
Moon language— if the gibbering of 
the dwarfs could be called sp ee ch m< 
one of the guarda an sw ind htm. 

"These primitive dwellers on Eroa I 
ha»e preserved." mid Aaclaon. "aa a 
means of discipline. The Moon saiwtl* 
are afraid of them. I keep a s u a sly of 
those who have transgress ed my laws 
to feed them. Se- 
rf* tu rn e d and pointed. Two guarda 
were bringing a gibbering, screeching, 
struggling Moon man with them. De- 
spite hi* strength, he anuwd iwtaaabl* 
of amking any resistance, but his abilt 
body quivered, and has biateat face 
waa contorted with agony of terror. 

At a distance of seme fifty feet they 
turned aside into a little bypath 
through 
beoide the lake 
And wha 
swiftly that Nat 
th£g to prevent it. 

fbt guards disappeared; the 
man. as if propelled by some mviafbls 
fore*, mavrd forward jerkily to the 
Instantly on* of th* 
setied him in its >ews. 
had wrenched half th* 
body %a way. and th* whole fighting, 
siiairaaiag mm* im iabiil in iki depths. 

And from far away came the screech- 
ing chant of th* Moon cam. m if in In- 
vocation to some hideous de 

And. moving perceptibly, the haft 
black orb of Eros's dork satellite crept 
over the shy. completely covering it. 



to 

ing 



girl 



"Ah. so fear eaists on Earth, too*" 

Aielson blindly. That make* 

my cunasisl oar*. I suspected it. and 

yet I waa not sure that science hod not 

conquered it But there is no 

tr. A magnetic field protects us 

Pot th* waddling monster suddenly 



AXELSON 
where Nat 
Madge tn hit arm*. The 
•ed with horror at the 
"Your answer. Nathaniel Lee. 
mod softly. "1 know you have 
psatpoaing the decision. Now I will 
the girl and you shall give me 
you and these asm 
me. or will you die as th* Moon 
mm diedr He spoke wbeeaily. at if 
he. like Nat. had a 
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And to pa* am MB a r son d Madge. 

before. The BlacJ 
under a well-directed blow to tto >aw. 
lie leaped to toa feet inamliag witb 
iury and barked a c cman a rxi Instant- 
ly tto oM guards tod bar led them- 
serecs forward And behind ttoaa a 

While tto guards covered ttoir pria- 
with ttoir rsy-roda. two Mooa 
aeired each of ttoaa. imprisoning 
aha to ttoir —breakable graap. 

Airlaoa pointed upward. -When tto 
reign of Ereboa «a pant." to mid. "yon 
becoaae food for tto (ieniaena of tto 
lake, aniens yon tore agreed to serve 

And to raised Madge in bia arms. 
laughing an tto girl fought and strug- 
gled to reatat him. 

- Madge r cried Nat. trying to ran 
toward fc 

So f minus were toa struggles that 
for a w — rat to an t car d e d in throwing 
off tto Moon men's graap. Tton to 
waa caught again, and. aghtiag des- 
peratsly. waa born* an by tto dwarfs 
through tto aha J i m. 

Ttoy tia s trat d tto border of tto 
Into until a small atone building dls- 
itself Mat and tto other* were 
pitch darkness. Tto 
vain ttoy hurled 
tt, It waa of wood, 
but it waa aa aolid as tto sto n e itself. 
and it did not grvs an inch for all 
ttoir straggles. 

"\A/ HEBE ** ***" Knnwaandantr 
VV Tto whisper ae enwd in tto 
atone hut itself 'Your Nathaniel Lee. 
I nanst apeak to hiss. I am tto guard 
who brough t him to tto Black Caesar 
on board tto ship " 

"I'm tore." said '.here are 

your 

I am in the bourn of the n 
am aa guard there. I am speaking torn 
tto telephone which nam only to 
where you arc You cam speak any- 
where in tto but. and 1 1 




I B*> 

kJ to 

■nj * 

is it 

i that 

ir 



•Well. 
Nat. 

"You lore tto Earth 
I 
I had forgotten. There 
girl in Stanford. . . . TcU sat 
true that this is tto yam avM. an 
tto proletariat ban not yet trm 

-Its true." said Nat. 
are aniatod. We're proud of tto World 
Pi dt ration. .T«U am about Madge 
Dawes tto Earth waama. Is she 
safer 

'Me has taken tor to toa housi. I 
do not think she ia harmed. He is ill- 
He ia closely guarded There are ru- 
mors afoot. I do not knew" 

"What do you want, thaar 

-If tto Black Oram dam. will yon 
take am back to Earth again? I long 
so for tto old Earth Ufa I will to 
your slave, if only I can art foot oa 
Earth before I die ." 

"Can you rescue usr Nat told toa 
brnsth. 

-Tto Mooa 
• They have 
tove." 

"Tto penalty would to terrible. I 
should to 

"Can you get as each a ray gun ^ 
Will you risk it. to get back to Earth r 
aakcdNat. 

A pause. Then. "My friend. I am 





mirror." pat ia 

ss nothing to do 



THE dam clicked open. Aa 
rJact farm st and ia tto entrance. 
It was already giauiag light ; tto dark 
satellite that eclipsed Eros was rtii 

mg 

Oil I tors b rau ght you ray- 
rodsT It waa tto old man with wham 
Nat had spoken aa tto bom. Under bis 
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he held five metallic rods, tipped 
with luminous glass lie handed ©o* 
to each of tbe prisoners. 'Do you know 
bow to use tboir be asked. 

Nat cia— imil bra. 'It's an old-style 
rod that wm used oo earth fifty year* 
ago." be told his men. 'Ire teen tbem 
in bukw w It caeoc into use tn tbe 
Second World War of I9S0 or there- 
abouts You slip bock the safety catch 
and pre** thia burton, raking aim en 
one did with the piaroL Yoa fellows 
bare aeen pistols?" 

My father bad an old one.' amid tbe 
mate. Barnes. 

'How many times can they be fired 
without reloading?" Nat asked the old 
guard 

Ten tunes: aunsttiints more: and 
they were all freshly loaded yester- 
day- 

"Take u» to where Ait > « 

"First you mutt destroy the guard*. 
I sent the one on dory here away on 
some pretest. But tbe others may be 
here at any moment. Talk lower. Arc 
you going to kill them?" 

"We must." said Nat. 

The old fellow began to sob- "We 
»crc companions together They 
seired us and nopeiaoned us together, 
the capitalist*, years ago. I ihiwghi 
the proletariat' would have won. and 
you say it i/all different I an an old 
man. and late i* sad and strange." 

■ •t/ Ii A if ".son in the house?" 

"He i* in hi* efcret room. I do not 
know tbe way. None of us baa r»er 
entered 

->d Madge y 

"Sast was with him. I do oat know 
anything more." He sank down, er a— 
fan] 



NAT pnahH bis way pas 
araa !i« growing light 
ray of eonshioe abet free 
edfe of 

- 



It 

A 



The creature stopped, gojberfc ag 
■■racial, and then rushed far- 
ward, mewing bke a cat- 
Nat limed has ray-rod and pressed 
the button. The streak of light, not 
quite aimed, in Nat s eacitesnen*. 
ahiarirl off one aide of the Moon man a 
face 

The creature rocked where it stood, 
raised its voice in a screech, and roabed 
forward again, arms flailing And thia 
too* Nat got noose. The streak 
right through tbe body of the i 
which collapsed into a heap of calcined 
carbon. 

But its screech bad brought tbe other 
dwarfs running to the scene In a mo- 
ment tbe path wo* blocked by a score 
of the hideous aooosters. which, tea 
to what was happening, caooe forward 
in a yelling bunco. 

Tbe ray-rods streaked their message 
of death into tbe thick of them. Yet 
so fierce was the rush that tome porta 
got home. Anns, legs, and barrel cheats, 
halves of men. covering the five with 
that impalpable black powder into 
which their bodies were disserving, 
Nat remembered afterward tbe horror 
of a grinning face, apparently loose in 
the air. and a nailing arm that lashed 
his chest. 

For fifteen seconds, perhaps, it waa 
like struggling with some vampire 
creatures in a hideout dream. And 
then, juot wbeo it seemed to Nat that 
he waa going mad. be found the path 
free, and the huddled now sou of the 
Moon men piled no abo ut him on every 

sj '.' 

He emptied two more ray-sbota ioto 
the writhing aaaos. and saw it cease to 
Cjorver and then dissolve into the black 
powder He turned and looked at his 
ccaopanione. They. too. showed the 
horror of the strain they bad under- 

"We must kill tbe guards now." Nat 
pan'- I "And then hod Madge and 



Brent, 
into the 



men come into view at the end of tbe enoligh* 



the open. 
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THERE were no guard* an duty at 
the entrance of the boa**, and the 
doer stood wide open. Nat rushed 
through the door at the head of bie meo. 
A single guard was in the hall but be 
oorjr l oo he d up as they cum in. And 
it was trident that be was in no con- 
dition to resist, for he was in the grip 
of soaac terrible dis e ase. 

Ht* features were swollen so that 
they were hardly recognisable, and 
boars*, aantiag breaths canoe from bis 
bangs. He was so far gone that he 
hardly registered surprise* at the ad- 
vent of the are. 

-Where s Aictsoar demanded Nat. 

The guard pointed toward the cod of 
the corridor, then let his arm fall Nat 
led has men along the half-dark 
sage. 

At the end of the corridor two i 

on duty, but one was col- 
the floor, apparently un- 
4 the other, making a fee- 
bit attempt to draw his ray-rod. crum- 
bled into ashes sa Brent fired. The 
'fire burst through the door. 

They found lairantliis in the ban- 
ouet-halL The remnants of the meal 
were still upon the table, and three 
Moon men, looking as if they hud 
poisoned, were writhing on the 
At the farther end of the ball was an- 
other door. 

This gars upon a central ball, with a 
door in each of its four side*, and a 
blase of sunlight coming through the 
crystal roof. The fire stopped, batted. 
Then of a sudden Axelsoa's voice 
broke the silence — his voice, yet 
changed almost beyond recognition, 
hoarse, broken, and gas{ 

"Try the door*. Nathaniel Lee. Try 
each door in turn, and then go 
And know that in an instant I can 
you to nothingness where you stand f" 
„ And suddenly there came Madge's 
voice. "He can t ' He can't. Nat 
dying, and be know* it I won't let 
htm. and he hasn't got the strength to 



Which door r cried Nat in 



one of the doors. They're a trick." 
Madge's voice. "Go forward and 

press the grooved panel upon the wail 

in front of you." 

forw ar d, found the 

and p rtaaiJ it. The wail 

bhc two folded door*. re> 

pcrfectly 




a caaaatity of piece* of 
glowing with light, 
some dark, and a radio traaamming 
set : it was evidently the secret lair of 
the Black Caesar. And there he was. 
t ra p p ed at last by the mortal Ilia tea 
that had overtaken aim) 

He was lying upon the coach, his 
great form stretched seat, his features 
by the 




feebly put up his hand, and Nat low- 
ered the weapon. And. as the five gath- 
ered about the dying mm. again Nat 
felt that strange aeaae at pathos and 
pity for him. 
He had never ' 
i not to be 




"Don't fire. Nat," said Madge am a 
shaky voice. 



Aaelson. 

and moistening has 
raised a crystal that 
fluid to his Up*, 
r,rtc4iljr 



of It. 
from his lips 
forehead. She 



Nathaniel Lee," 
whiapcrcd Aaelson hoarsely. "I am 
dying. I know it. It is the same 
dreaded d i s e ase that came to the Moon 
at the time of my father's I— itiag 
there. Three-fourths of the Moon an- 
imals died It it mortal The bang* 
bum away. 

"My father told me that on Earth it 
is not mortal He called it 'cold' — but 
I am burning hot." 

Then only did Nat understand, and 
the irony of it made him catch hie 
btaatb and grit has teeth to check hi* 
hysterical laughter The Black Caesar. 
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iljiag, of a 
If 



tb< trrror of Earth, 
uaaon cold which 
given him. 

The ccryta germ. 
Earth, among a population habituated 
to it for countless generations, had as- 
sumed the potenc y of a plague here, 
where no coida had ever been 
a«ea{ the Moon men. and even 
the guards, after their lifetime in the 
(ennleas climate of Eros. 

"I've failed. Nathaniel Lee." came 
the Black Caesar* »o»ce "And jret 
that hardly trouble* me. There is 
something more that I do not under- 
stand. She it a creature tike ourselves 
— with will and reason. She i» not like 
the Moon women. She told me that 
the did not wiah to be queen of the 
Earth became she did not love me. I 
do not understand. And ao— I am (lad 
to gO." 

A GASP cam* from Ascraons 
throat »» he raised his head and 
tried to speak, but the death-rattle was 
already in his throat A slight ttrug- 
ind the massive form- upon the 
c oach was nothing but in animal 

Madge rose from titai*li ham. and the 

■an frraming down her face. 
-He wasn't a bad man. Nat." abr 
"He was— gentle with me He didn't 
understand: that was all. When I re- 
fuscd to be his queen, be was overcome 
bewilderment. Oh. Nat. I can 
never, never w»<?e this story for the 
renal New* Syndi 
led her. s obbi ng, from the room. 
Soon he succeeded in getting bate 
trlcradio communication with Earth. 
He broadcast the news that the Black 
Caesar was dead, and that hit power 
for evil was at aa end for' • 
Then, in the few hours of daylight 
.that remained, be set his men to work 
to smash the ray outfit that had de- 
stroyed China. There was some priori- 
'solved w:-. 

fessed to have a clue to it. but 

• icept for the ray, Ascl- 



aon had possessed ao 
pcrior to that of the Earth 

Of the guard*, a few were already 
recovering, principally those of 
paratively younger age- Not a 
man. on the other hand, had aanhid 
the epidemic As soon as Nat had got 
the guards out of the house, he reduced 
it to ashes by the aid of an old-aeeh- 
ioncd boa of phosphoric mairhii 

As the dark satellite was agaao 
creeping over Eros, the black ship art 



BUT of the return journey to the 
Moon, where they transferred to 
their own ship, of their landing at Mew 
York, and of the triumphal recepr.oo 
that was accorded them, this is ao 
place to speak. Nat's journey with 
Madge from the center of the city. ia 
what was the old Borough of West- 
chester, to his home ia the suburb el 
Hartford, was a continual ovation. ' 

Crowds lined the air-route, and every 
few miles, so thick was the asr-traaac, 
he was forced to hover and address the 
cheering multitudes. Hartford itself 
was ea fere, and across the main road 
the City Bosses had bung an old-fash- 
ioned banner, strung from bowse to 
bouse on either tide, bearing the 
legend: For World President: NA- 
THANIEL LEEJ 

'•at turned to Madge, who waa 
> ed beside him silently ~L.tr bear 
of 'getting married T" he aaked. 

"Of course I've h? - bed 

the girl indignantly. "Do you thsak 
I'm as dumb as that, Nat Lee ? Why. 
those old-fashioned novels arc part of 
the public schools* curriculum." 

I those days can't come back. 
You ought to be a World Prcstder.- 
you kn • as thinking, 

if we registered a*, ceaanaaioaates. I 
could take you into the V. Jte . 

and you'd have a swell time there tah- 
.• days." 
L" answered Madge slowly. "I 
never thought of that. It might be 
worth trying out." 
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The Second Satellite 



By EJmonJ Hamilton 



It! I 



NORMAN and fiackett. bulky 
ia their thick flying Mutt. 
HOKd to fill the little aftcc. 
AcroM the roota Harding the 
superintendent 
Two plane* were curving 
into the dawn to- 
gether from the 
field outside, thtir 
motors thunder- 
out a* they roared 
o>cr the building. 
When their clamor had receded. Hard- 
ing spc • - 

"I don't know which of you two i» 

erarier;" he »aiA "You. Norman, to 

propose a fool trip like this, or 

Hacfcctt, to co with him." 

Hackctt grinned, bat the long, lean 



face of N 

ft all 

"but I'm 

The 



little 



.'U aaid. 



superu 



Im right/ 
itcndawt tW h 




ITS 



hia 
to be writ- 
ing fictioa ianttiil of flying A 
arcoad aatcllitc — 
and Fellow* and 
the others on it— 
what the deril r 

"What other 
theory can ac- 
count for their disappearance T" naked 
Norman calmly. "You know that tif Kr 
the new X-typc planes were introduced. 
h a m d r td* of flier* all over Earth have 
been trying for altitude record* in 
them. Twenty-five mile* — thirty — 
thirty-fire — the record* hare 
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broken cvct> day. But out of the hun- 
dreds of filers who have gone np to 
those ioo<r.K heights, four have never 
come down nor been sees again! 

"One vanished over northern 
Sweden, one ©»cr Australia, one over 
Lower California, and one. Fellow*, 
humc If. right here over Long I aland. 
You uw the globe on which I marked 
those four spot*, and you aaw that 
when connected they formed a perfect 
circle around the Earth. The only ex- 
planation it that the four fliers when 
they reached a forty-mile height were 
caught up by aomc body moving round 
Earth in thai circular orbit, some un- 
known moon circling Earth inside its 
atmosphere, a second satellite of 
Earth's whose existence has until now 
never been suspected f" 

HARDING shook his bead again. 
"Norman, your theory would be 
all ngbt if it were cot for the cold 
Cad that no such satellite has ever been 
glimpsed." 

'Can you glimpse a bullet , using 

you?" Norman retorted. The two 

it Swedes and Lower California 

vanished within three hour* of each 

other, on opposite sides of the Earth. 

■ means that this second satellite. 

-c computed, circle* Earth once 

every six hours, and travelling at that 

terrific speed it is no more visible to 

Earth than a rifle bullet would 

be." 

"Moving through Earth's atmosphere 
at such speed, indeed, one would ex- 

.♦ to bum up by its own A 
with the air But it docs not. b< cause 
its own gravitational power would 
to itself enough air to make a 
dense little itraospluu for itself that 
would cling to it and shield it at it 
speeds through Earth's upper air. No. 
I'm certain that this second satellite 
exists. Harding, and I'm as certain that 
it's responsible for the vanishing of 
those four fli< - 

"And now you and Hackctt have 

figured when it will be passing over 

i' ! are goirg up in an X-type 



yourselves to look for it." Harding said 
musingly. 

"Look for it?" echoed Hackctt. 
"We're not going to climb forty miles 
just to get a look at the damn thing — 
we're going to try landing on itP 

"You're crai) r.e held super- 

intendent caplodcd. "If Fellows and 
those others got caught by the thing 
sad never came down again, why in the 
name of all that's holy would you two 
want — " He stopped suddenly. On. 
I think I see." be said, awkwardly. 
"Fellow* was rather a buddy of you 
two. wasn't her** 

"The best that ever flew a crippled 
Nieuport against three Fokkers to pull 
u* out of a hole." said Norman softly. 
"Weeks bejabecn gone, and if it had 
been liackJcTand I he'd be all over the 
sky looking for us the damned luna- 
tic Well, we're not going to let him 



"I see." Harding repeated. 
">*/e!L here cocoes your 
Norman, so your ship must be ready. 
I'll go with you. It's an event to see 
two- Columbuse* starting for another 
world.'' 

THE gray dawn-light over the fly- 
ing field was flushing to faint rose 
as the three strode out to where the 
long X-type stood, its strangely curved 
wings, enclosed cabin and flat, fanlike 
tail gleaming dully. Its motor was al- 
ready roaring with power and the 
plane's stubby wheels strained against 
the chocks. In their great suits Nor- 
man and Hackctt were like two im- 
mense ape-figures' in the urvcer*. 
light, to the eyes of those about them. 

"WelL all the luck." Harding told 
them. "You know I'm pulling for you. 
but— I suppose it's useless to say any- 
thing about being careful" 

"I seem to have heard the -words." 
Hackctt grinned, as be and Norman 
shook the field superintendent's hand. 

"It's all t- • chance." Norman 

to! ' if we drn't come 

down in a reason able time — well, you'll 
know that our theory was right, and 
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broadcast it or oot a* 



you can 
please." 

"I hope (or your sake that you're 
dead wrong.' sailed the official "I've 
told you two to get off the Earth a lot 
of tines, but I never meant it serin— 

»y- 

Hirding stepped bach as the two 
tfZmAw .A laboriously into the cra mped 
tabfai Norman took the controls, the 
door slammed, and as the chocks were 
jerked back and the motor roared 
loader the long plane carved up at a 
dixsy angle from the field into the 
dawn. Hackett waved a thick arm down 
toward the diminishing figures on the 
field below; then turned from the win- 
dow to peer ahead with hit companion. 

The plane flew in a narrow ascend* 
bag spiral upward, at an angle that 
would have been impossible to any ship 
save an X-type. Norman's eyes roved 
steadily vrtt the instrument as they 
rose, bis ears unconsciously alert for 
each esplosioa of the motor. Earth re- 
ceded swiftly into a great gray coo- 
cave surface as they climbed higher 
and higher. 

By the time the five-mile height was 
reached Earth's surface had changed 
definitely from concave to convex. The 
plane was aarimllng by then in a some- 
what wider spiral, but its climb waa as 
steady and sore aa ever. Frost began 
to form quickly on the cabin's win- 
dows, creeping out from the edges. 
Norman spoke a word over the motor's 
muffled thunder and Hackett snicked 
on the electrical radiators. The frost 
crept back as their warm, clean beat 
flooded the cabin. 

Ten miles — fifteen— they had rr a ched 
already altitudes impossible but a few 
years before, though it waa nothing to 
the X-type*. As they passed the ten- 
mile mark. Hackett set the comp a ct 
oxygen-generator going. A clean, tangy 
odor filled the cabin as it began func- 
tioning. Twenty miles twenty -two 

AFTER a time Norman pointed 
-ly to the clock on the instru- 
ment board, and Hackett nodded. They 



you were well within their time icbsflsjk. 
having calculated to reach the forty- 
mile height at ten. the boor when, 
by its computed orbit, the second satel- 
lite should be passing overhead. " — 26 
— 27 — 24—" Hackett muttered the alti- 
meter figures to himself as the needle 
crept over them. 

Glancing obliquely down through the 
window be saw that Earth waa now a 
huge gray ball beneath them, white 
cloud-oceans obscuring the drab detail* 
of its surface here and there. "—31 — 
32 — " The plane waa r limbing more 
slowly, and at a leaser angle. Even the 
X-type had to struggle to rise in the 
a ttenu ated air now afloat them. Only 
the super-light, super-powered 
could ever have reached the 
height. 

It waa at the thirty-four mile 
that the real battle for al tirade began. 
Norman kept the plane curving 
ily upward, handling it with 
ing skill in the rarefied air. 
on its windows now despite the beating 
Slowly the altimeter. 
crept to the forty mark Nor- 
saaa kept the ship circling, its wings 
tilted slightly, bat not climbing. Earth 
a great gray misty ball beneath. 

"Can't keep thia height long.' he 
jerked. "If oar second satellite doesn't 
show op in tninutts we've had a trip 
for nothing." 

"All seems mighty different up 
here." waa Hackett 's shouted cocoment. 
"Easy enough to talk down there about 



hopping onto the thing, but op here— 
bell, there's nothing bat air and mighty 
little of thatf" 

Norman grinned. TbereTl be more. 
If I'm right about this thing we won't 
need to bop it— it* own atmosphere 
will pick as up." . 

Both looked anxious as the motor 
sputtered briefly. But in a mom en t h 
was again roaring steadily. Norman 
shook his head. 

"Maybe a fool's errand after all. No 
-*l"m still sure we're right I Bat it 
seems that we don't prove it this time." 

'Going down?" asked Hackett. 
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"Well have to. in 
with tta m air-feed the Motor can't 
stand tats height for — ' 

NORMAN aever finished the 
words- There was a sound, a 
keen risiag, rushing sound of isnmeaas 
power that reached their eara over the 
motor's roar. Then in aa infant the 
universe seemed to go nvad a bou t them; 
they u> the gray ball of Earth and the 
tun above skyrocketing around then) aa 
the plane whirled aosdlv 

The rushing sound waa to that mo- 
it thunderous, terrible, and as winds 
and rocked the plane bke 
pant hands. Hackett glimpsed anoth er 
sphere that was not the sphere of 
Earth, a greenish (lobe that expanded 
with lightning speed in the fir ma m en t 
beside their spinning plane I The winds 
atille\: the green globe changed 
abruptly to a landscape of green land 
and sea toward which the plane waa 
falling ! Norman was fighting the con- 
trols — land and sea were gTTatiag up 
to them with dirty speed— crash I 

With that cracking crash the plane 
«a*a motionless. Sunlight poured 
through its windows, and great green 
growths were all around it. Hackett. 
; ite Norman's warning cry. forced 
the door open and was bursting out- 
side. Norman after him. They stag- 
gered and fell, with curious lightness 
and slowness, on the grodad outside, 
then clutched .he plane for support 
and gated stupefiedly ar o u nd them. 

The plane had crashed -down into a 
thicket of giant green reeds that rose 
a yard over their heads, its parwakr 
landing having apparently not dam- 
aged it. The ground beneath their feet 
was soft and soggy, the air warm and 
balmy, and the giant reeds hid all the 
surrounding landscape from wit 

In the sky the sun burned near one 
horiron with u nus ual brilliance. -But 
it was dwarfed, in sire, by the huge 
gray cycle that filled half the heavens 
overhead. A giant gray sphere it was. 
screened here and there by floating 
white mists and clouds, that had yet 



plain on it the oothaes of dark coamV 
aeats and gleaming seas. A qvaksag 
realisation held the two as they stared 
•pat it. 

*T7» ARTHT Norman was babbling. 

X2j "It's Earth. Hackett — above us; 
any Cod. I can't believe even yet that 
we've done rtl" 

"Then we're oa the satellite— the 
second satellite) — " Hackett fought 
for reality. Those artada that caught 
us—" 

"They were the atmosphere of dun 
wueld. of the second satellite I They 
caught oa and carried us on inside this 
smaller world's atmo sphere. Hackett. 
We're moving with it around Earth st 
terrific speed now!" 

"The second satellite, and we on it I" 
Hackett whispered, incredu lonely. "But 
these reeds i t can't all be like this—" 

They srtpp»d together away from 
the plane The effort sent each of then* 
sailing upward re a great, slow leap, to 
Boat down more than a score of feet 
from the plane. But unheeding in their 
eagerness this strange effect sf the 
• satellite's leaser gravitational power, 
they moved on. each step a giant. 
clumsy leap. Four such steps took 
them out of the towering reeds onto 
clear ground 

It waa a gentle, grassy slope they 
were on. stretching away along a gray" 
green sea that extended out to the as- 
toundingly near horiron on their right. 
To the left it rose into low bills cov- 
ered with dense masses of green jun- 
glclike vegetation. Hackett and Nor- 
man, though, gated neither at sea or 
h.lls for the moment, but at the half- 
score grotesque figures who had turned 
toward them as they emerged from the 
reeds A sick sense sf the unreal held 
them as they gated, froten with horror. 
For the great figures returning their 
gate a few yards from them were— 
ftog-enen' 



FROG-MKN! Great mottled green 
shapes seven to eight feet ia 
height, with bowed, powerful legs and 
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that coded in w tbbs d pawe. TV* 
ere bulboee one* in which wide, 
unwinking frog-eyce were set at the 
•idea, the mouth* white-lipped aad 
white-lined- Three of the creature* 
held each a black metal tebl sjirj ■■ 
die oddly like a target-ptatol. 

"Normanr Heckctt'e voice waa a 
crescendo of horror. "rVersnea.'" ^ 

"Back to the plane T Nonau cried 
thickly. "The plane — " 
- The two staggered hack, bat the frog - 
■en. recovering from their own nret 
surprise, were ranning forward with 
great hopping atrpel The two fhera 
fhang themselves bach in a Boating loap 
toward the reeda. but the green 
•trrt were quick after them. A croak- 
ing cry came from one aad 
raiaed hia tubc-and-haadle. 
Siched from it that burnt cJoot boaide 
Norman There wan ae sound or light 
•a it burat. but the reeda for a few fort 
around it v a ni s h e d 1 

A HOARSE cry from Hachett— the 
creaturea had reached hiaa. 
grasped him at the Odge of the reeds I 
ltataisii sw tivtd in has floating leap 
to strike the struggling flier oad frog- 
men. The scene whirled i 
he fought them, great 
for him. With a nick, frantic rage be 
felt bis clenched flat drive against cold, 
green, billowy bodies. Croaking cries 
sounded in hia ears: then. Hachett and 
he were jerked to their feet, held tight- 
ly by four of the creaturea. 

"My Cod. Noraaaa* panted Hackett. 
helpless- "What are they — frog- 
things'— " 

-Steady. Hachett. They're the people 
of the second satellite, it seems | wait r 

One of the armed frog-men ap- 
proached aad inspected them, and then 
croaked aa order in a deep »oice 
Then, still holding the two tightly, the 
party of monsters began to move along 
the slope, skirting the sea's edge la 
a few minutes they reached two curi- 
ous object* resting on the slope. They 
seemed long black metal boeta. slen- 
der and with sharp prow aad stern. A 




fiUed the prow, while 
•ados ware long 
swivels like i 

The frogH 
Hachett into 
prlaasiirs aad 
•rata with metal i 
purpose. Four 
boat, the 
One at th 
the coat ml board aad with a purring 
of power the beat, fallowed by the 
arte the ahr. It 
the g i>r gr ata sea, 
ewickly from eight ba- 
the hortaoaa water-boeadsd ea 
all •idea. From their eeerneaa Noraaaa 
go sail if that this iirinrl aalailiia of 
Earth's was small iadeed boaide sis 
mother planet. He had to seek op se 
earth's great gray sphtrc 
attain a sense of reality. 

Hackett waa whispering 
the f rog-men watchful. "Noraaaa, ire 
not real— it can't he real t These things 
—these tin are ielsjfflgawii Eke aeca— " 

The other sought to steady hiaa, 
"It's s diffsreat world, Hackett. Grav- 
itation different, light diff * 
thing different, aad I inlet la 
had a different course. Oa 
evolv e d to be the most intelligent life- 
forms, but here the freg-racea, it 




mt 
agaiar 
If we ever get away 
things we might. Aad 
we've got to and Fellows, too; I woo 
der where he ia oa that world." 



FOR many minutes the two 
raced oa at great •peed over the 
end lees waters before the ■a» ci i ahy- 
line waa broken far. ahead by some- 
thing dark and unraoviag. Hackett aad 
Hill nan peered with intense interest 
toward it It seemed st first a giant 
squat mountain rising from the sea, bat 
aa they shot nearer they new that ita 
outline waa toe regular, and that colos- 
sal a* it was in site it waa thjj work ef 
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l>tellni«fii They 
«« aearer ud r 
of it 

For it wii a (i[>nuc done of black 
txtil luuif ahrer from the lonely sea. 
ten miles if anything in diameter, a 
third thai la greatest bcigbfffl |gre 
*u no (ate or window °ewfl V 3 ' 
any kind in it. Ju»t the coloasynJJ^sth 
black dome rearing from the watery 
plain Yet the two boat* were * , * l "«g 
lower toward it 

"They can't be going inside P* Hack- 
ett conjectured "There's no way m 
and what could be in there ? The whole 
thin f 'a mad " 

There'* mm way." Norman said 
They're aJowuif — " 
»Tae flying-boats were indeed slowing 
a* they dipped lower. They were very 
•car the dome now. it* curving wail 
a looming, sky-high barrier before 
them. Suddenly the boats dipped 
sharply downward toward the green 
sea. Before the two rbers could cam- 
per ben 4 their purpose, could do eught 
more tbaL draw instinctive great 
breaths in preparation, the two craft 
had shot down into the waters and 
were arrowing down through the green 
'lepth*. 

Blinded. Sung against his metal strap 
by the resistance of the waters they 
ripped through. Norman yet retained 
enough of consciousness to glimpse 
beams of light that stabbed ahead from 
the prows of their rushing boats, to 
see vaguely strange creature* of the 
deep blundering in and out of t hos e 
beams a* the boats hurtled forward. 
The water that forced it* way between 
hit lip* was fresh, he waa vaguely 
•ware, and even as he fought to bold 
ha* breath waa aware too that the frog- 
men scessed in no wsy incommoded by 
the sudden transition into the water, 
their amphibian nature allowing them 
to My ur.der it far longer than any 
hswaan c— Id do 

The boats ripped through the waters 
at terrific speed and in a few irc—da 
there loomed before them the giant 
metal wall of the great dome, going 




the depth* here. 
vaguely that the 
rested oatra 

of rock that re 
sea's floor almost to the surface, 
a great round opening in the wall; the 
boat* flashed into it and were hurtling 
along a water tilled runnel Norman 
felt his lungs near bursting — when the 
tunnel turned sharply upward and the 
boats whined up and abruptly out of 
the water -tunnel into air I 

BUT it was not the open air again. 
They were beneath the gigantic 
dome! For aa Norman and Hackett 
breathed deep, awe fell on their face* 
aa they took in the scene. Far over- 
head stretched the don** colosaally 
curving roof, and far out on ail aide*. 
It was lit beneath that roof by a clear 
light that the two would have ewwra 
waa sunlight. The dome waa in effect 
\the roof of a gigantic, illuminated 
building, and upon it* floor there 
stretched a mighty city. 

The city of the frog -men I Their 
boat* were rising up over it and Nor- 
man and Hackett saw it dear. Sou arc 
•nil* upon acmarc mile of structure* 
stretched beneath the lima l. slack 
buildings often of iirrai*n siae. vary- 
ing in shape, but all ad square, rec- 
tangular proportion*. Betw e en them 
moved countless frog-hordes, swirling 
throngs in streets and squares, and aver 
the roofs darted thick ew a is u s of fly- 
ing-boats And at the city'* center, in 
a great, circular, clear space, lay s wide, 
round, green pool — the opening of the 
water-tunnel up through which they 
bad come 

Norman pointed down toward it. 
"That'* your anewerf" he cried "The 
only entrance to this frog-city is from 
the sea. up through that water-tunnel f" 

"Good Cod. an amphibian I 
Ha -bite faced 

Vk two boat* were driving quickly 
over the city, through the t warming 
craft Norman glimpsed towering 
buildings that might have been palaces. 
temples, laboratories They slowed 
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aad dipped taward mm block- like build- 
U{ M lit from the 
apt ■ lag Aiari frog-guarde were aa 
roof, and other boat* rested there." 
TW two caw to rent ami tto two cap- 
tive* wrrc jerked out. the guard* ku- 
ing them. 

Half-dragged aad half -floating they TW aaaa ta> whom n> 

war* led toward an opening ia tW road granta*. rapid*? pal* I 

froea which a atair led downward. MaVuawjj »•<« wkk horror, clutched 

They paaaed down tkoa into tW build- fee rmiialu, -Hackatt three f rog- 

law*: Wlla radiag ia 'Good God! Aad Uok— they're do- 

irda Wrc aad there, bag at with anotWrr* 

TaW Mara ran along tW wall a aad 'All of tWec aara kept priaonera to 

fnraiah tWaa with blood.' It aaaat W 

to a barred tW daaaaad craataraa' food! Aad we 

it at tW Wrc witk tW otWra— " 

croaking order of tW frog-earn wW A common Wrror aWok tW two. It 

WM tW two. aad they were throat ia- did an* aacaa la affect tW grata aaea 

aide, a* tW doer claagrd TWy tw md. ia tW roam, though. wW uliaanil to 

aad aacJaWad la aaaaaraarat. TW tW eaechaaieaa one by one wkk a re- 

reoaa WM fally a half hundred aaral bjctaat air aa of caw* unwilling to be 

TWy were aaea each aa tW two flier* aailWd Each waa attached to tW 




cept (kit tWir tkiaa were a light green ana. and ewt of each tW 

raagh tW tab*. TW aa 



nftW nonaal white aad peak. 

TWy were dreeacd in dark abort tunica, iiahnid aa kia ana then aad be 

aad kept talking to each other ia • bach la tW other*. Naraaaa taw 

laagur quite unintelligible to Noraaan tW frog aata took oaly fraaa cat 

and Hackctt TWy caaae cloaer. flack- aaaoaat of kh td that tbey could 

lag cm ion a lr around the two aaea. with aad ye* It**, aiaat. ffcthgh each 

a babel of voice* quite traaiagWa to bach pale aad weak fraaa tW a** 

the two. Then one of tW aaea it * ted tana, they wee* able to walk. 

. testation, aad* all tu rned. 'It aaaat be tWir fo 

bludr Naraaaa np aaaid "TWy aaay 

THE barred door Wd ewung open bar* tknuaand* aa tWaaanrli of ba- 

aad a half-dorm frog-guard* en- aaaaa peaaed up like tkia. like a* eaaay 

tered. followed by two frog-encn carry- herd* of cow*, aad perhaps they lire 

tag a equare little imehiniam fraaa eatirel* on tbe bfe-Mood they aailk 

wkich tubing led back ant through tW froea them. Human c aw* O u d V 

door. "Nnraaaw Inob they're calling to 

'Naraaaa— the** men— " Hackctt waa war 
wb i a peii ng rapidly. 'If there are aaea 

ia thai world! too. it aaay be that— " 'pHE two stiffened. All tW other* 

'Quiet. Hackett — look at what X in tW roam had taken tWtr turn 

tbey*** doing ~ at tW k ind aa e king Walam aad 



TW two. frogmen bad aet their now tbe frog-men croaked their 
mechanism in place and then croaked to tW two flier*. TWy bad forgotten 



a brief ward or order. Slowly, re- their own predicament in tW horror of 
bactantlv. one of the green aaea moved tW aceae. Wt now it became real to 



them Quickly tWy r em oved them TWy backed agaiaet the r 
a metal ditk fattened to hi* arm. eapoa- wall, mjieiring. dangerous. 
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Itnriri le m 

A VMVN 
but Hackrtt with 
the hof«M back 
TV* frog - guard* 
leaped. m4 Hiirmwi and Hackrtt Mruek 
Ikm bock with all Ikt greater Utrnfth 
the Iiiii frmtanea fr*« them TV* 
room waa in an •pro*/. the green Bta 
boartely Mid tuntmg on the 
it ol nothing to their aid. 

B«t the BKnicac f o e t i potto W of the 
oth«f frog-guard* held bock tbe ok out - 
ing men and in moments the two Aim 
wti t Oftrpovi fid by sheer weight of 
irog-bodic* Normta felt hiamrlf 
dragged to tb« machine 

-i needled bio upper arm ao on 
inciaaon woo oaodc He feh the tack- 
ing d»*k attacked: tben tbe attckiac 
and a tickeruar, n i w o c a sw t t t 
ao tkt blood drained from bit 
. Held tightly by tbe guard* be 
weatviitry. usak. bat ot Uat feH tbe 
aockrj lumr v c d aod a aortal dttk fto- 
tened over th« mt t o nn He woo jerae-1 
aaidr aod Kaekrtt. bio face diatkry 
wbite. woo dragged koto boa aloe*. In 
a sneswal aoao* ol tbe latter'* 
bad bora piifil frooa kraa aloo 

Tbr machine woo withdrawn. 
■bob aad Hackrtt wore releaord 
tbe frog ai m , with their black foece- 
ptstol* watchfully raiord. withdrew. 
tbe door clangiag Tbe rooaa art tied 
back to quirtneo*. tbe grrm atrn 
winching ta laaoitudr on tbe aortal 
bank* arouad it Tbe two (Vera 
crouched down near tbe door, obod- 
dering aauoca aad weikneo* Mill hold- 
ing them 

Noraawi found that Hackrtt >n 
laughing weakly "To think ihit 
twenty-four hour* ago I waa in New 
York.- be half laughed, half *obbcd 
"On Earth— Earth— " 

Tbe other gripped hi* arm "It** hoe- 
nhk. Hackrtt. I know But it im'l In- 
stant death, and we've Mill a chance 
to eocape Hell, can damn frog 
keep w* here* Wbe 



Eavthr it asked, is oaeorty 

Eaglrab. "From Earth r 



A voice he ai de tl 



ASTONISHMENT held 
they *ow who spoke. It waa one 
of the green meat ta the room, who bad 
■en led down by then *tdc_ A tail ag- 
ar* with aupcirb — ii In aad frank, 
clean coaateaince. hi* dark cyeo aftr* 
with munaj 
"English r Norman rarfaimiii Tan 

TW other iriawsu hat toetb in a 
•mile -I know. re*. I am to***, ami 

I learned to apeak it from PaJhta, in any 
city, before the Rate* caught ate." 

•ted: then suddenly be ami 'By 
Cod. be mean* P*llow*r 

'Pallaa. ye*," mid tbe other "Prom 
tbe thy be fell tato one city la a 
strange fryiag-boot that waa 
He waa hurt but w* cared for I 
he taurhttac hi* speech, which I 1 
yon talkiag bow " 

Then Pellowo la in your city aoorr" 
aaked Hackrtt eagerly "Where m 
that"" 

-Acroo* thit *eo bark m tbe halts," 
tbe other waved "it n far from the 
ora but I wa» raab one day and came 
tew near tbe water in my trim* boat. 
Tbe Ralaa were ov: raiding ami they 
hw me. caught aae. aad be wigh t at* 
here No eocape bow. until I d 

Tbe Ralaa— yon mean the** frog- 
ar*r Norataa aakrd 

Sarja nodded "Of court* They 
are tbe tyraat* and opprrmti of thi* 
world. Our Httl* world tt bat a tenth 
or let* tbe cite of your great 
which It circle*, hut ii baa itt 
and ii»ft» and tkt* on* great freoh- 
water tea into which the tatter empty. 

II thi* tea long ago dev el oped the 
Rata*, th* grtat frog-men who acquired 
toch bHclligence and art* that they be- 
came lord* ol thit world. 

Tr-rough the ccnturie*. while on tbe 
land our race* of green men have been 
Mraggling upward, tbe state* bare op~ 
preoted them Lea\g ago the Ralaa leit 
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•II their ether cities to build this mm 
{TMt amphibian city at Um sea's cen- 
ter Entrance U M it only by the 

■ Mll Mill from without, and being 
frog-people entrance tkue ia cost for 
ikta since they can move for many 
annates under water, though they 
drevn like any other breathing aaiaaal 
if kept under ton Kong. Humans dare 
not try to enter it tana by the watcr- 
tnnncl. since, before they could had it 
and make thetr tray up through it. they 
waala 1 have drowned. 

**QO the RaUa hare ruled from tkia 

O impregnable amsklklsn city It* 

caliml metal dome a* Iniamiiskli to 

ordinary attack, and tkao g h anlid and 

■ itheot ipra^-fi it ia always aa lifht 
bmentb the dome here aa outside, aince 

acicntiata contrived light 
that catch 
it ia to release 
In when it ia day outside the 
sunlight ia aa brifht here, and when 
night coenes the EartkUffct ahiaes here 
the same aa wit ha at. 

"From this city their raiding parti rs 
hare gone east endlessly to < 
an the cities of as git an i 
we learned to make Sying-bosts like 
theirs, with molecular -castors, and to 
make the fane like theirs that ire 
sheik aJWd with annihilating force, we 
t«'t resisted them stoutly hat their 
raids hare not ceased And srwsrs 
they have brought their prisoners back 
in to this, their ajga 

Tens of thousands of 
they hare prisoned here like us. foe the 
aole p n rpose of supplying them with 
For the RaUa live on this blood 
changing it chemically to fit 
their own bodies and then taking it 
into their bodies It eliminates all ne- 
cessity for food here for them. Every 
few days they drain blood from us. and 
since wc are well fed and'eared for to 
keep oa good blood- producers, we will 
be here for a long time before we die " 

"But haven't yon made any attempt 
to get out of here — to escape T Nor- 
chat. •••<< 




Snrya 
the city of the 
history it hi 
if by i oral miracle yon got a ijtng 
boat, the opening of the water -tmanol 
that leads outward ia guarded slwars." 



try it and not sit 
for the Raise.' Norman declared "Are 
yon willing to help, to try to get as 
Fellows and yonr city r 

The green mam rrasniatrid It la 
»" he said, "ho* aa well to die 
the farce aha I la of the Falsa aa 
live eat a lifetime here. Tea. I will 
help, though I cannot aee hew/ you as- 
pect to escape even from this room ' 

-I think we can msaige the*.- Nor- 
man told bias. "But hi ss ne t a meed 
to these others. Wc can't hope to es- 
cape with them all. and these is no 



■J tb< 




Ha went on then to 

two the idea that had 
. Both cscleemed at the 
i of the idea, though Ser je i 
doubtful While 
slept, weak still from his loos of blood. 
Norman had the green ansa aerate k aa 
the metal Soar as mall aa peaeJbia • 
crude amp af the satellite's 
I that the city. 



the 'tea. 



U 



W 



HILE they talked, the sunlight, 
appaii a try source loss, that 
through the heavily barred win- 
of the room faded rapidly, and 
settled over the great amphibian 
city beneath the giant dome, kept from 
total darkness by a eirvery pcrvnaaao 
light that Norman redacted asnat be 
the light from Earth's great sphere 
With the dusk's rnaaing the acti rides 
in the frog-city lessened greatly. 

With dusk. too. frog-guards entered 
the room bearing long metal trougha 
6 1 led with s red )cllylikc enhetance. 
that they placed an racks along the 
wall As the guards withdrew the men 
ia the room rnehed to w aid the troughs. 
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ether it i e e 



etnking 



to 

of the red wily aa tieoa iblr. It wee for 
all the ««U like the liiniag of farm- 
aenanat*. and Hackett akad Mmni ee 
atckened at the aigte that they had ne 
■can i* try ta* feed Sara. thtagh. 
had no ouch scruple* aa{* aiemtd ta 
at>( a hearty natal at aat* ol the 
trough*. 

Alter the axaJ ta* green emea aongbt 
law bunks and anon were ecr etched in 
aanmiaa dumber It was. Norman re- 
nected. caactlv the nwtratt of de- 

ikep 
food ta their ornate r& A 
deeper a ar r et of the frog aatn thank 
a deeper dctermtr_*ttoe ta ea- 
Mc waited until all in the 
tlceping before beckoning 
ta Ser>* aad Hackett 

" Quiet now." he whieeered ta theam. 
"If theac other* wake they'll aaeke auch 
a claaaor we won't have a < ha nee la the 
world Reedy. Sartar 

The freea man Madded. Tea. thoagh 
I will thtak auch a thing'* taapoewbt* " 

-Probably IV N*rmen admitted 
"Bat if» the one ehaare at'rt got. the 
lawn marry greater atrength of oar 

forgotten wbea they pat aa la 

They i— 1 1 it ailcatly ta the room'* 
great barred door, outeidc which a 
frog-guard paced They waited until 
he had pomrd the door aad an down 
the hall, then ftormaa and llackert and 
gi a a pt d together one of the 
door'* vertical bar*. It wa* aa inch and 
a half in thick-nee*, of ootid ajital. and 
ft weaned r id k a low* that any anee 
coeld bent it by the aheer atrengtb af 
their rauaclc* 

Norne*. thoagh. waa relying on the 
fact that on the arc on 1 ■ - • 

it* far leaner grr> 
their Eartb-aauacte-* 
•nan* atrength He graaped the bar. 
Hackett *rH Stria gript-tng it below 
Man. and then at a whiapered weed they 
palled with all ttoil * *ce The bar 
raaiated aad again, with eweet eterciag 



aa their farahiaai. they Bulled. It gee* 
ehttJe. 




TlfKV ehraak bach f 
guar 4 retarded. 
Than graaptng the bar again they 
all their force once aaore upon at. 
ctort aaw it hertdang aaore. the 
tag ia the door* bar* widen tag They 
gave a anal great wrench and the bent 
bar aqucalcd a little They ahraiik 
appalled, bat the gaard had aat 
or noticed He ■una' pant it aa kia 
return along the hall. 
waa pact it than Nc 
through the opening and 
ly for the great frog-aaaa'a bach 

It went down with a wild tarry of 
waving webbed pa 
erica, willed i haunt laataaUy by 
meet ternhe blow* There 
than aa Itachett and &er ja i 
after aim. the moaaeatary claaaar af the 
battle having araaaad aa one. 

The three leapod together neaaid the 
etair*. Ia two great luatlng liaat rhey 
were on the floor above, rtechett and 
N m in* ii dragging Sara* beta tea theam. 
They were aat area, were aw ling in 
giant atepa up another etair. ha pea rm- 
•ag high. The teat etajr- 
epeaiag above: and the* Iron 
a great craahaag cry availed 
iato chorea of alarm 

They've foend the 
guard f panted Hackett 

They were buratmg out onto the 
roof Prog-guard* were on it who came 
an a hoppuig rueh toward theam. force- 
ptstor* raiaed But a giant leap teak 
Hackett among them, to laaair them 
for a mome n t with great tailing M an a. 
Sar>a had leaped for the neareet dying, 
boat rearing on the roof, and waa cell- 
- a frantic voice to Neman and 
Hackett Notoui wa turning 
Hackett the center of a wild 
but the latter emerged from it far a 
brief atcond to motion bun frantically 
back 

"No nar. Norman get away — get 
- I boarerly. f reneiedly 
Hickett— for Cod* aake— f J*er- 
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asm lull- 
ana caught bun. palled ham i ti f um as the bast 
If mu the boat'* surface. It was water*. and lata, as Sarja sea* H If keg 
Sar j*. tbc long craft flying •*** *■* * aN lat—ijh, taw paat tamooie waters, 
tool beneath hat control, gtampsod. elm behead, tiw beans* of 

"They come I" he panted. "Toa lata taw three Raia boata aa lacy 

now— " Frogmen were pcunaj up tana through the t— wit, 

•ota the roof frcaa below Sarui aaat them. Could taw farta ah* Us 

the exalt nfikatiag upward, aa Hatkctt wader water r Nc 

gestured them away foe a lee* frantic but desperately be ana| taa 

time before going down beneath taa gna bach aa they 

ft og-anca t omUuiii waters, aad art 



THE tool and the caaabat aa it then m the tunnel i 
dropped bach aad beneath theaa Hie lung* were anre . it 

like a at oa a aa their craft tipped acroaa be aauat open theaa ta tat 

the silvery duah o»er the augbty frog- water Taa. aaat I 

city They were thocting toward the "at awch 

city • center, toward the (tara pool hesmelf being tara from 

that waa the entrance to the watertua- Psia 

acL while behind aad beneath aa iav through hie 

creasing claaaor of aiana ope cad swift- aa laager; 

If Norman ragod fotUely ap f roaa the waura lata cioar air I 
lUckctt— lUckcttl We can 




NORMAN peewed. eawhad Bated 
than root the rtlooai) metal dome 
help haa bat only be i ay tara i again, of the frag-city, gleaming daily ta the 
Wc eacape aow aad eoaat barb rait ail»ery bght that Seeded the far- 



atrrtchtag eeae That light 
The tnrth of at p tat c ad Nnrman'e a w a froea a s tup endo u s silver 
brain even ta taa wild assassat cent ta the night uiti Norma 



tiackctt had fought aad held bach the dally the dark outline* oa it before ha 
frog guard* oaly that they aaight remembered Barthl He linghie 1 • 



pe He shouted awddeaJy. little hysterically. Sara* waa driving 

'tar at tat water -taaael T~ A half- the flying-boat out eecr the ota aad 



boata with frog-gaarda aa theaa away froaa > lhe frog-city at 
were ricang round it in laaoir ta the speed At loot he glaacad bach. Far 



alana I behind theaa lay the grant warn* aad ap 

force guar cried the grata) around it gUaamiag lights 



au. "Beside you— I" "»*- light* of puioalag Rala 

Norman whirled, gliaapaed the laog 'We eacape.' Strut coed, "the city 
tube oa ita *wivel beaidc haa, trained of the Ralae. froaa which none rear ba- 
it aa the boata riatng ahead as they foec escaped r 

rocketed nearer He fumbled f rantical- Reaacanhraacc smote Ninana "Hack- 
ly at • catch at the gun* rear, then felt ett I Held off those frog -men as wc 
a stream of ahclla flicking oat of it. could get away — well coast bach for 
Two of the boata ahead vanished aa the ham. by Godf" 

ahetla released their annihilating forte. We coast back!" said Sarja. "Wc 

another sagged and fell From the re- come back with all the green asm of 

miming three invieible force-shell* this world to the Rala* city, yes I I 

ticked around them, but ta aa instant know what Fall** has p l a n a i d." 

S*r>* had whirled the boat through 'Can yon and your way ta 

them aad down into the water -tunnel I your city T" Norman ashed 
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Sar>a i 
fore the I 
we can reach it." 

The boat Sew 
daoit and the searching lights 
it dropped beneath the horuon Hot- 
■Ma felt the vara wind drying hie 
drenched gaiawill* a* they rushed on- 
ward. Crouched on the boat be gased 
up toward the ailrer crescent of Earth 
sinking toward the boriroo ahead. That 
ascent, he toM hiaaaclf. that the satel- 
hte turned' alow I jr on iu ant aa it 
whirled around Earth It cam* to anas 
that iu night and day perioda canst be 
highly irregular 

When the mm climbed from the wa- 
ter* behind them they were flying Mill 
over a boundlts* waatc of waters, but 
they sighted oa the baric** ahead 
thia green line of land Sar>a 
•a they reached it. took hi* 
kia flags and seat the craft flying on- 
ward 

They paaaed over a gree C O— tal 
plain and then over low bill* joined in 
long chains and maatliil by dense 
and mighty jungle*, towering green 
growth* of wa familiar appearance to 
Norman He thought be glimpsed. 
mare than once, huge beaatlikc forma 
moving in them He did aee twice m 
the jangle* great clearing* where were 
■ i of bright-green build- 

ing*, a metal tower rising from each 
Bat when he pointed to them Sar>a 
shook hi* bead. 

AT last, aa they p cased over another 
range of hills and came into 
sight of a third green city with its 
looming tower, the other pointed, his 
alight. 
-My city." be mid. "Tallaath- 
Fcllows! Norman's heart beat faster. 
They shot closer and lower and be 
saw that the building* were obviously 

to lend them a certain pro* 
coloration similar to that of the green 
jangle* around them. The tow* - 
Ha asumosmtiag cage pcvulcd him. 
I before he could ask Sarja 
. ar.»»er came in a dif- 



ferent way A Ions; metal tube poked 
slowly out of the cage on the tower** 
tap and aent a hail of force-shell* flich- 
iag.around them. 

"They're bring on uaf" Norman 
"Thi* can't be your I 

"They see our black boat P Sarja n- 
claimed. They think we're Ral* raid- 
ers and oaJrs* we let them know they'll 
as oat of the alrl Stand up— 
to them— T 

Both Norman and Sarja sprang to 
their feet and wared wildly to those in 
the tower-cage, their flying-boat drift- 
ing slowly forward. Instantly the 
fo r ce th e II* ceaaed to bail toward them, 
and aa they moved nearer a sirenlike 
signal broke from the cage. At 
score* of flying boat* like then 
but glittering metal instead of 
■hot us from the city where they had 
lain until now. and surrounded them. 

As Sarja called ia hie own tongue ta 
them the green man 
ing boats broke lata 
They shot down toward the city. Nor- 
man garing tensely. Great crowds of 
green men ia their dark tonics bad 
•warmed out into it* street* with the 
passing of the alarm, and their craft 
and the other* cams to rest ia an open 
ansur* that was the juncture of several 




The green men that crowded ea- 
citcdly about Norman and Sarja gave 
way to a half-doiea h ar ry in g into the 
•quare from the greatest of the ■■111 
ing* facing on it All but one were 
green men like the others But that 
o ne th* laughing eyed tanned 
the worn brown clothing, the 
huge steps with which he 
man'* heart leapt. 

"Fellow«r 

'Great God — Norman P The other'* 

was th un d er s t ruck, "" 

how by all that's holy did you get 
berer 

NORMAN, mind and body strained 
to the breaking point, was inco- 
herent ~Wc guessed bow you'd gone 
— the second satellite. Fellows— Hack- 
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ttt aad I uai af tcr 
frog city — " 

At N«nua choked the talc. Pel lows' 
face was a Hud 7 And wkti it «m 
finished he •wallowed, and giipeaa 
Nwwa'i hand viatlike 

"And you aad Hachett figured it out 
aod i ■■! after in tnnh that risk » 
Crarjr. both of you. Crarv"— " 

-Fellow*. Hackett'* stilither*. if Ike* 
-I In (V Kali cityT 

Fellow* - vote* ttt g'ha. muck 

am aim oat. Ho fan, if be 

i'ti And living or dead, the 

Rata* will pay aooa for this aod for all 

they »e done upon thi* world in ages 

Their time near* y ea .* 

He led Nnrman. cscited throng* of 
toe fma am about them, into the 
(tret building from which be bad em- 
erged. There w an big rooaae i n aiu c . 
wncbahan* aad laboratories that Nor- 
ma* but vaguely glwaaitrt in passing 
The raea to which the other led ban 
waa on* with a long natal couch. Nor- 
■mm atratched protest tngly upon it at 
the other'* bidding, drifted oft* almost 
at once into alecp. 

He woke to had the sunlight that had 
filled the room gone aad replaced by 
the silvery Earth-light. From the win- 
dow be ww that the silver-lit city out- 
held tremendous activity, mv 
borde* of green i 
through it with manna* of 
equipment, tying boat! pouring 
out of the night from all direction*, lie 
tatmed a* the door of the room clicked 
open behind him. It waa hi* old friend 
Fellow*. 

"I thought you'd be awake by now. 
Norman. Feeling fit r 

At though I'd tlept a week." Nor- 
mwt and the other laughed hit old 
tree laugh. 

-You that it have, at that. Two day* 
aad night* you've alept. but it alj add* 
ap to hardly more than a doira hour*.** 

-thi* world r Norman* voice held 
all hit incredulity. "To think that we 
should be on it— « second satellite of 
Earth's — it terms almost beyond be- 





-QOmETIMEo at 

O too.- Fellow* awhi 
-Bat it'* not a bad 
man part of it, at 
sauliiu's 
pitchforked sat 

, ninth lag the that aad el- 
tlf. they look car* of a*. 
You say three other* vanished a* I did t 
I never hoard of them her*. tWy.muot 
have craahed into the sea or jungle* 
Of course. I'd have got bach* to Earth 
on one of the** dying -beau if I'd boa* 
able, bat their molecular power woa'l 
take them far from that world's war- 
face, so I coulda't- 
' At it was. the green mm cared for 

age*, how that ctty of the Balm ban 
spread ca di rat terror aasaag the ha- 
asana here, I resolved to sasash than* 
monatcrt whatever I did. I taught nam* 
of the gram men like tars* my own 
tneccfc, later Iteming their*, aad m th* 
week* I've been her* I've I 
out a way to 

meat impregnable 
hardly live long 
water to get into it, let alone fight am- 
eer water aa th* frag men can. To moot 




diving-aehwm wtth m oaygm 
■apply They'd never heard of such aa 
idea, too afraid of th* am ever to es- 
pcrimcnt in it, but I 
aad they've mad 

all their forces. la them thry can i 
th* Film under w ater on 

"And there i a r bm c* w« ma deotroy 
that whole Rata city with their help 
It'* built on a giant |niltotal of rack 
rising from the sea'* Boor, m yea mw. 
and I've had some of the green men 
make huge force-shells or fnrri liiueia 
that ought to be powerful enough to 
tplit that pedestal beneath the city If 
we can get a chance to place those 
it may amtth the* frog -men for- 
a thi* world. But one thing is 
• ttt going to get Hackett oat If 
he etill live*r 
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TWs you're going to attack the 
Raia city nowT Norma* cned. 

Fellows nodded grimly. "While you 
have slept all the force* of the green 
men oa this world have been gather tag. 
Your rnraing has only precipitated our 
plana. Norman the ■hol t aoul of the 
green race* has been art up in this at- 
tack for weekar 

NORMAN, half bewildered at the 
swiftnc** with which events 
rushed upon him. found hi— tlf strid- 
ing with Fellows in great step* out 
through the building into the great 
square It was ahadoand now by mans 
on mass of flying boat*, crowded with 
green men. that hung over it and over 
the streets One boat. Sar>a at its cosv 
trola. waited on the ground and as they 
entered and buckled themselves into 
the scots the craft drove- sp to bang 
with the oth*-. 

A shattering cheer greeted then*. 
Norman saw that in the silvery light of 
Earth's great crescent there stretched 
over the city and stirTonsdiag jungle 
now a veritable plain of tying -he i 
On each were green men and each bris- 
tled with force-guns, and had aa many 
great goggled helmets f a stened to it as 
It had occupants. He glimpsed larger 
boats loaded with huge metal cylinders 
—the force-bombs Fellows had men- 
tioned 

Fellows roar and spoke briefly in a 
clear voice to the aasembled green men 
on their craft, and another great 
roared from them, and from the* 
watched in the city below. Then as he 
spoke a word. Sarja sent their craft fly- 
ing out over the city, and the great 
T of boats, fully a thousand in num- 
ber, were hurtling in a compact column 
after them. 

Fellows leaned to Norman as the 
great column of purring craft shot on 

the silver-lit jungle*. 
make straight for the Rala city and try 
getting into it before they understand 
what's happening.'* 

i ml they have guards out^' 

"Probably, but we can beat them hack 



into the city before their whole force* 
can come out on oa. That's the only 
way in which we can get inside and 
reach Hackrtt. And while we're at- 
tacking the fm 1 1 In taw can be 
though I don't rely too much on 

"If the attack only succeed* la get- 
ting u* inside." Norman said, gnss- 
lippcd. "we'll have a chance—" 

"Its on the knee* of the god*. The** 
green men are doing an unprecedented 
thing in attacking the Ralaa, the mas- 
ters of this world, re 
they've got age* of 
avenge: they'll tight." 

The Sect Sew on. hill 
silver-lit panorami 
them. Earth's crescent 
them, and by the time they flashed out 
' M great fresh-water sea. the asm 
was nsiag like a flsenlag eye from be- 
hind it. Lanl sank from sight 
and the green men were silent, 
a* they saw stretching beneath only 
the gray waters that for age* had boon 
the base of the dread frog-men. Bat 
still the Sect* s column raced on. 

AT last the column slowed. Far 
ahead the merest bulge broke the 
level line where sky and waters met. 
The amphibian city of the Ralaa t At 
Fellows' order the flying-boats, 
downward until they moved tuot i 
the waters. Another order made the 
green hosts don the grot e sque helmets. 
Norman found that while i iimtisisiaiu 
their oxygen supply was unfailing. 
They shot oat again at highest speed. 
but as the gigantic black dome of the 
frog-city grew in their vision there 
darted up from around it suddenly a 
far-flung swarm of black spots. 

"Rala bw. 

The muAVd errlamstion was Fel- 
lows' There needed now no order on 
his part, though Like hawks, leaping 
for prey, the Sect of the green men 
syrsng through the air. - Norman, 
clutching the force-gun between his 
knee*, had time only to see that the 
Ra'a craft wtrc a few nuadttsl in num- 
ber and that, comeaaptuou* of the 





THE SECOND tATZLLXTS 

greater odds that favored i 
they had so long 
flying straight to i 

two flcetsaset — 

by side abort the wsters. after these. He gtisnaeed m he gl tariff 

Norman mw the thing only as a wild back far a aiosaint the larger craft with 

whirl of Rala boats toward and beside the great force-hoaabs vocriag Had* be- 

thcaa, (real green frog -men crowding hand theaa. 

tW craft, their force-fane bailing It was nightmare in tax wstsr-tan- 

shclls. Automatically, with tW aid ael Planking asanas of the craft i 

air fighting instinct, bia finger* bad aad watrra that rackad aae 

pressed the catch of taw gun Ulawa arownd these aa la tight taw 

nit knee* aad aa its shells flacked to- rained bach forc e ah e lla toward 

ward the rushing boats he aaw areas off ia a chaos of action. Once the f rag- 

nothingness opening suddenly ia their saea turned to bold theaa back ia the 

mass, ahella striking and csptodiag ia fata it. bat by sheer weight the naah- 

aaaihiLating invisibility these aad ia tag stupe of the green saaa csaahed 

their own Beet. theaa onward. Boats were goiag koto 

The two fleets mingled aad merged aathiagaias ail ar enas' theaa. A part 

momentarily, the battle becoming a of Noraaaa's brain 

thing of marl n i as, a hags whirl of black why they survived 

aad glittering flying-hosts together, part kept has gam a 

■ ng shells exploding nothingness r efill ed saagariat. Fi l l a ai aad ter)a 

•boot thorn. The Rales were egbtaag were gielaaaui ahapos bsaidc haw Ah- 

like d ran ens, ruatfy the 

The aserged. terrific combat last ad aa they flashed ap after the 

hat momenta, could last but aiaminta Rsia craft their boats ripped up 

Norman, hi* gun's aasgariat esapty. clear air I They were beneath the | 

seemed to see the maaa of struggling deans! , 

ahipa split termg, diverging, then aaw The frag amen chased inward 

that the black craft were dropping, oat ia all directions over their asigkty. 

pvaaaacting downward toward the swaraung city) aad serosa it a terrific 

wavee! The Balsa, stunned by that rl im nr of alarm ran aaotaatty aa the 

minute af terrific combat, were fleeing, green asm t aa rrg sd after theaa! Nor- 

Muffled cries aad cheers caaae froaa asaa aaw frying Btan beginning to raw 

about him aa the glittering flying-boats across ail the city aad realised that aao- 

of the greea men shot sftcr theaa. They ascata would see all the immense force 

crashed down into the waters aad of the Rales, the thnasaaan of craft 

carved deeply into their green depths, they could saunter, aoariag upon theaa. 

toward thc'gigsntic dome. He pointed out over the city to s block- 
like building, aad shouted msdJy 

AHEAD the Bala boats were ia through his helmet to Fellows aad 

night toward their city, and wow S*r>a : 

their pursuers were like sharks strik- -llackettf" 

ing sftcr theaa. There in the depths But already Saria had seat their 

the force-guns of black and glittering craft whirling across the dry toward 

boats alike were spitting, and giant the structure, half their fleet behind 

aa' aad underwater coavutsitns it. with part still emerging from the 

rocked pursued and pursuers aa the cs- water-tunnel. 'Rala boats rose before 



ploding shells annihilated boats aad theaa. but nothing could stop 

awhw about them. The tunnel! Its now. their force-shells 

round opening yawned ia the Inoaaiag to clear a path for their 

wall ahead, and Norman aaw the Bala They shot down toward the block- 
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MnKturt, and Norman, half-crated by 
now, aaw thai to descend and enter «u 
suicide in the fact of the fiog-forccs 
rising mam over all the city. He cried 
to Fellow*. and with two of the guna 
a* they swooped lower they sprjycl 
force sheiks along the building » side. 

THE shells struck and whiffed away 
the whole aide, ci posing the lr«el 
oa the buildir.fi interior. Out from it 
niched aw/arm* of craicd green men. 
sweeping aaide the frog men guards, 
while fir orer the city the invading 
craft were lovi.ng shells oa the block- 
like buikfir.fi that held the prisoners, 
ten* of thnwaanda of them swarming 
forth. In the throng below aa they 
raced madly forth Norman aaw one. 
and abouted wildly. The one brown 
garb ed figure looked up. aaw their boat 
Swooping lower, and leaped for it in a 
tremendous forty- foot spring that 
brought his fingers to its edge. Nor- 
aaan pulled hun frenzied! y up 

'Norman r he babbled "In Cod's 
name— Fellow*— r 

"That helmet. Hsckettr Fellows 
flung at htm. 'My Cod. look at thoae 
prisoner* — Norman f" 

The countless thousands of green 
■en *e leaned from the buildings whose 
had raniahed under the ahella of 
idershad poured forth to make 
>- city a chaos of madnse*. 
to all clae they were throw- 
ing lb* ami Is n upon the city 'a crowd- 
ing frogmen in a battle whose ferocity 
was bey and belief, disregarding all else 
in this supreme chance to - 
gcance on the mo aatr o u* beings who 
had fed upon their blood. In the in- 
credible insanity of that ragin» 
the craft of the green men hanging 
over the city were all but forgotten. 

Suddenly the city and the mighty 
dome over it quivered violently, and 
then again. There came from b e acta 
a dull. vast, grinding roar. 

"The great force -bombs f Fellows 
screamed They've set them off — the 
unking o u t of here, for the love 
of Cod r 




The boat whirled beneath Sarjs's 
bands toward the pool of the watcr- 
twaacl. all their fleet rushing with 
them. The grinding roar 
terrible, dome and city 
violently now. but in the 
fury of their struggle the frog- 
their released prisoners were hardly 
aware of it. The whole great dome 
seemed sinking upon them and the city 
falling beneath it as Sarya's craft 
ripped down into the tunnel's waters, 
and then out. at awful speed, aa the 
great tunnel's walks swayed and sank 
around them! They shot out into the 
depths from it to hear a dull, 
colossal craahing through the waters 
from behind as the great pi diss si of 
rock on which the city had stood, shat- 
tered by the huge force-bombs, toa- 
I spaed. And aa thru boata flashed up 
into the open air they aaw that the 
huge dome of the city of the Ralae waa 
gone. 

Beneath them waa only a titanic 
whirlpool of foaming water* in which 
only the curved top of the settling 
dome waa visible for a moment aa it 
sank slowly and ponderously down- 
ward, with a roar as of the roar of fall- 
ing world*. Buckling, collapsing, sink- 
ing, it vanished in the foam-wild sea 
with all the frog-men who foe ages had 
ruled the second satellite, and with all 
those prisoners who had at the last 
dragged them down with them to 
death! Ripping oS their helmets, with 
all the green men shouting crarily 
about them. Norman and Fellow* and 
Hackett stared down at the colossal 
maelstrom in the waters that waa the 
tomb of the masters of s world. 

Then the depression'* sides col- 
lapsed, the jshing toget.' 
and b mcatb them was but troubled. 
toising sea . . 

EARTirS great gray bail waa over- 
bead again and the sua wai sink- 
wag ngasa to the boriion when the three 
soared upward in the long, gleaming 
plane, its motor roaring. Norrcar - 
Hackett and Fellow* crowding the 
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as/row aMt beside Ua. wind with Hackctt and Fellow* intent and eager 

tka ihtwngh its aaas' u Bi. Per all ss Mn rasas kept the alsa ■ rising. Th* 

hesa were rising the flying- Mil Hit* lay. a graaawan gJapi. under 

of the green aaen. then*. And aa they went higher atiU a 

They were wirui{ wildly, ihmsring naaaing sound cans* lanait to ansir 

thctf fme n t Us, Saruj s tall figure tract eara. 

at tW prow of one. Insistent they had Tb« edge of tW eetetlitc "a atom 

bren that the three should stay. tb« shirir" Fellow* sassd. aa Noraaaa 

age-old III see y of the f r ag aaaa had "We're alsaaet to it— ben are goP 

seen lift**, but Eart h sa tkae ss waa oa At be that tax plana higher, groat 

tain, and they bad flown to where the farcoa taaote K. gray Earth 

plaac by atill unharajed aaaong the aatclllt* aad ycltow sua gyrating i 

tt tda, a hundred willing hands drag- « as It roalod and plunged. Then aad- 

guag it forth for the tahe-edT . deal* it waa falling steadily, gray 

The plane soared higher, motor Earth and ha dart row tine at now be- 

thnndcring. and they saw the tying- neath. whOe with a 

bosta sinking bach froaa around then*, roar its second saSrUlU whirUd 

They caught the wave of Earn a hand above 

soil froea the high rat, and then that. Passing aa though, to Mirsass h 

tan. waa gone. seamed, ail their Strang* sojourn cat it 

Upward they Asw toward the great war* paasbvg; the frag sn ta and their 

gray sphere, their eyes on the dart oat- anighty city. Earui and their sand 

Higher — higher — green hand rtsjc battle; all 

gray sea receding beneath theaa; iag 
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By Hail Vincent 



IN • secluded spot among the hill* 
of northern New Jersey Mood the 
old DcBost mansion, a rambling 
lt«x structure of many *inp 
and gable* that w« well nir,h hidden 
from the road by the half-mile or more 
of second-giowth 
timber which 
tervened. High 
on the hi: 
■tood. and it waa 
only by virtue of 
■ tt altitude that ta occasional glimpse 
might be obtained of wcatberbcaten 
gable or partly tumblcd-down chimney. 
The place was reputed to be haunted 
since the death of old DcBoat. 




seven year* previously, aad the path 
which had once keen a winding drive- 
way was now seldom trod by baasM 
foot. 

It ■ as now two years since Edwin Le- 
bought the estate for a song and 
took op has r**i- 
dencc in the 



..: 



gloomy old I 
And it had then' 
been vacant for 
arc year* sine* 
DeBoat abet himself in the north tost 
bedroom. Lcland t associate* were sura 
he would repent of hi* bargain in a 
very short time, but be stayed on and 
on in the plat*, with no 
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that of hi* ana mil, an aged smash- Before Frank could forunimte • ro- 
to outsiders- only ply. there r — i a sharp gasp from the 
other end of the lux. a wsiling cry and 
Leland «r« a scientist of Bote before a thud as of a falling body; then ei- 
hc buried himself ia the DcBoet place. lencc All efforts to rsise Letaad'a 
and had been employed m the New auaobcr aaerely resulted ia ~hus i " a* 
York research laboratory of one of the line oat of order" re p or t* , 
large electrical manufacturers, where Frank Rowley waa gtnuiatly coo- 
he waa oaoch admiicd and not a little cetnod Though he had never been a 
earned by hi* fellow worker*. Three ciooe friend of LcWnd*a. the two had 
knew almost nothing of hie hahita or worked on smeary a knotty arobliaa to- 
ol hi* personal affairs, and were much gcther and were ia dairy 
raw arista 1 when he —hot rid one day ing the nearly tea 
that he had come into a at table fortune amen had worked in 



and waa leaving the organisation to go tory. 

ia for private research and study At- "TSay. Tommy." said Frank. 

1 1 say (a to dissuade hua were of no ing- the re cei ve r and fawning to baa 




avail, and the pmrchasc of the DcBoet friend. Arnold Tswanpeosv. who eat at 
p t sp u t y followed, alter which Leland an adjoining desk, 'aonwthing ban hap- 




dropped from sight for nearly two pened ont at Leland* place in 

years Co unt y. Want to take a 

there with ant/" 

THEN, an a bloat try winter day. a "What/ On a day like thia? Why 

strange telephone call waa re- not take the train?" 

cetved at the la b or ato ry where he had "Don't be fool rah. Tc 

i orbed. It waa from old Frank. "The place la eight 

there in the De Boot man- the aaarsst station, which ia a i 

and his ima 1 1 ring voice asked for ont in the wilds. And. even If yon 

Frank Rowley, the genial young on- could and a cab there — which yon 

giaccr whose work had been most couldn't— there isn't a taxi driver ia 

closely associated with Lc land's. Jersey who'd take yon up man those 

"Ok. Mr. Rowley." wailed the old mountains on s day like this. No. well 

man. when Frank riapsadia to the call have to drive. fltTU he okay. I've got 

"I wish you would come out here right chains on the fear and a heater ia the 

a»ay. The master ana been acting very old coupe, an it shouldn't be to bad. 

oncer ly of late, and to-day he baa locked What do you say r 

kimself ia his labor at ory and- will not So Tommy, who usually followed 

answer my knocks" wherever Frank led, waa prevailed 

'Why don't you break in the door?" upon to make the trip. He had no psr- 

asked Frank, looking through the win- ticular feeling for Leland. but he 

dew at the snow storm that still raged, sensed an adventure, and. in Frank's 

*I thought of that. Mr. Rowley, but company, he could ask for no 



• of oak and very thick. Besides. 

it it bound" with steel or iron straps TT^RANE waa a careful driver, and 

and ia bey ond my powers." JT three hours were required to 

"Why not call the police T~ growled make the siaty-mile journey. Cones 

k He did not relish the idea of ouently. it was late in the afternoon 

a usty or seventy-mile drive ia the when they arrived at the old DcBoet 

irA estate. It had stopped snowing, but 

"Oh— no no oof* Old Thomas was the drifts were deep ia spots, and 

panicky st the suggestion. The mas- Frank soon found that the car could 

stf told me he'd kill me if I ever did not be driven through the winding 



that. - path from the road to the bouse. So 



194 



ASTOUNDING STORIES 



they left it half buried in a drift and 
proceeded on foot. 

It waa a laborious task they had un- 
dertaken, and. by the time they set 
foot oo the dilapidated porch, even 
Frank, bulky and athletic as waa his 
build. waa puffing and snorting from 
kja. | icrtiona. Little Tommy, who 
tipped the scales at lesa than a hissrlrtri 
and twenty", could hardly speak. They 
both wet* wet to the waist and in none 
too good homoc. 

"Holy smoker gasped Tommy. 
stamping the clinging snow from his 
sodden trouser tegs and shoes, 
snows »af more, bow in Sam Hill are 
we going to get out of this place?" 

"Rotten trip I let you in for, 



baring fallen to the floor and the re- 
ceiver of the telephone dangling from 
the edge of the table by its cord. 

"You must have beard the chair fall." 
commented Tommy, 'and it sure does 
look at if Thomas left in a hurry. 
Wonder what it waa that frightened 
himr 

The bouse was eerily silent and the 
words echoed awesomely through the 
adjoining rooms which connected with 
the hall through large open doorways. 

"Spooky place, isn't it?" re t ur ne d 
Prank. 

AND then they were both startled 
into immobility by a rumble that 
seemed to shake the foundations of* the 



Tommy."* growled Frank, "and I boow^nousc. Heavier and heavier became 



Lcland*s worth it. But. darn it all. I 
just bad to come." 

"It's all right with me. Frank. And 
maybe it'll be worth it yet. Look — the 
front door's open." ( 

HE pointed to the huge oaken door 
and Frank saw that it was ajar. 
The snow on the porch waa not deep 
and they saw that footprints led from 
the open door to a corner of the porch. 
At that point* the snow oo the railing 
waa disturbed, as if a hurrying man 
had clung to it a moment before jump- 
ing over and into the drifts below. 
Bat the tracks led no further, for the 
drifting snow bad covered all except- 
ing a hollow where some body had 
landed. 

Thomas''" exclaimed Frank. "And 
he was in s hustle, by the looks of the 
tracks. Bet he waa frightened while 
at the telephone and be. 
• They entered the boose and dosed 
the door behind them. It was growing 
quite dark and Frank searched for the 
light sdrhth. This was near the door. 
and. at pressure on the upper button, 
the s p aciou s old Ball with its open 
staircase was revealed dimly by the 
single remaining bulb in a cluster set 
in the center of the high ceiling The 
hall was unfurnished, excepting for a 
telephone table and chair, the chair 



this vibration, as if some large machine 
was coming up to speed. Louder and 
loader grew the rumble until it seemed 
that the nckcty old house must be 
shaken down about their ears. Then 
there came a whistling scream from 
the depths of the earth— from far un- 
derground it seemed to b* — and this 
mounted in pitch until their ear-drums 
tingled. Then abruptly the sounds 
ceased, the vibration stopped, and once 
more there was the eery silence. 

Rather white -faced. Tommy gaxed at 
Frank. 

"No wonder old Thomas beat it P he 
said. "What oo earth do you suppose 
that is?" 

"Search me." replied Frank. "But 
whatever it la, I'll bet it has something 
to do with Leland's strange actions. 
And we're going to find out." 

He had with him the large flashlamp 
from the car. and. by its light, the two 
made their way from room to room 
searching for the iron-bound door men- 
tioned by Thomas. 

They found ail rooms on the first 
and second floors dusty and iinnstd 
with the exception of two bedrooms, 
the kitchen and pantry, and the library. 
It was a gloomy and spooky old bouse. 
Floor boards creaked startlingly and 
unexpectedly and the sound of their 
footsteps echoed dismally. 
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'Where in time is that Laboratory of 
Itlarwft?" exclaimed Prank, hit ruddy 
features showing impatient annoyance, 
exaggerated to an appearance of fe- 
rocity by the tight of the flashlamp. 

'How about the cellar?' suggested 
Tommy. 

'Probably where it is," agreed Prank, 
"hut I don't relish this job so much. 
I'd hate to find Leland stiff down there, 
if that's where be is.' 

"ale. too," said Tammy. 'Bat we're 
here now. so let's finish the job and 
get back home. It's cold here, too." 

"You said it- No steam in the pipes 
at alL He must hare let the fire go out 
in his furnace, and that's probably in 
the cellar too— usually is." 



w 



HILE talking. Prank had 
opened each of the four doors 
that opened from the kitchen, and the 
fourth revealed a stairway that led into 
the blackness beneath. With the beam 
of his torch directed at the steps, be 
proceeded to d esc end, and Tommy fol- 
lowed carefully. There was no light 
button at the had of the stairs, where 
it would hare been placed in a more 
m o der n bouse, and it was until they 
bad reached the furnace room that they 
located a light fixture with a pull cord. 
An ordinary cellar, with furnace, coal 
bin. and a conglomeration of dust-cov- 
ered trunks and discarded furniture. 
was revealed. And. at its far end, was 
the iron-bound door. 

The door was locked and could not 
be shaken by the combined efforts of 
the two men 

'Have to have a battering ram." 
grunted Prank, casting about for a 
suitable implement. 

"Here you are." called Tommy, after 
a moment's search. "Just the thing we 
are looking for." 

HE had come upon a pile of logs, 
and one of these, evidently a 
section of an old telephone pole, was 
of some ten or twelve inches diameter 
and about fifteen feet long. ' Prank 
pounced upon it eagerly, and. support- 



ing most of the weight himself, led the 
attack on the heavy oak door with the 
iron bands. 

No sound from within greeted tha 
thunderous poundings. Clearly, if Le- 
land was behind that door, he waa 
either dead or nnconeeiosw 

Finally the double lock gave way and 
Tommy and Prank were precipitated 
headlong into the brightly lighted 
room beyond. Recovering their bal- 
ance, they took stock of their sur- 
roundings and were amazed at what 
they saw— a huge laboratory, fined out 
with every modern appliance that 
money could buy. A completely 
equipped machine shop there waa; 
bench after bench covered with the 
familiar paraphernalia of the chemical 
and physical laboratory: huge t e tu t ta 
aad stills ; complicated electrical equip- 
ments: dozens of cabinets holding cru- 
cibles, flasks, bottles, glass tubing, and 
what not. 

"Good Lordr gasped. Tommy. 
"Here's s laboratory to more than 
match our own. Why, Lcland's got a 
fortune invested bereP 

"I should say so. And a lot of stuff 
that our company does not even have. 
Some of it I don't know even the use 
of. But where is Leland?" 

THERE was no sign of the maw 
they had come to help. He waa 
not in the labor ato ry, though the door 
had been locked from within and the 
lights left burning throughout. 

With painstaking care they searched 
every nook and cranny of the large 
single room and were about to give up 
in despair when Tommy happened to 
observe an ivory button art into the 
wall at the only point in the room 
where there were no machines or 
benches at band. Ex peri awn rally he 
preaaed the button, and. at the answer- 
ing rumble from under bis feet, jumped 
back in alarm. Slowly there opened 
in the paneled oak wall a rectangular 
door, a door of large enough aire to 
admit a man. From the recess beyond 
there came a breath of air. foul with 
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and loader ontiV it seemed they 
be deafened. The penetrating wail 
rose from the depth* of the pit. and 
tbe vibration was all around tbesn, is 
the damp rock floor on which they 
knelt, and in tbe very air of the cavern. 
Hastily Frank snapped on tbe light of 
hi* flash. 

"Oh boy!" be whispered. "Lchnd 
is certainly up to something down 
there and no mistake I How're we go- 
ing to get down?" 

"Get down?" asked Tommy. "You 
don't want to go down there, do you?" 

"Sure thing. We're this far now 
and. by George, we're going to And out 
all there is to learn." 

"How deep do you s upp os e it is?" 

"Pretty deep. Tommy. But we can 
get aa idea by dr opp in g a atone and 
counting tbe seconds until it St.- 



H 



the musty odor of decayed vegetation, 
dank aa the air of a tomb. 

"Ab-h-hr breathed Frank. "So that 
u where Ed Lcland ia hiding! The 
secret retreat of tbe gloomy scientist T~ 

He spoke half jestingly, yet wheal 
be squeezed bis stalwart bulk through 
tbe opening and flashed the t ism of 
bis light into the darkness of a narrow 
paaaagc ahead be was assailed with 
vague forebodings. Tommy followed 
close behind and spoke not a word. 

THE passage floor waa thick with 
dust, but tbe marks of many foot-r 
steps going and returning gave mute 
evidence of tbe frequency of Leland's 
visits. The air waa heavy and oppres- 
sive and the temperature and humidity 
rased m they progressed along the 
winding length of the rock-walled 
paaaageway. The floor sloped, ever 
downward and. in spots, waa slippery 
with slimy seepage. It seemed that 
they turned back on their course on 
several occasions but were descending 
deeper and deeper into tbe bean of tbe 
mountain Then, abruptly, the passage 
ended at tbe mouth of a shaft, which 
dropped vertically from almost beneath 
their feet. 

-Whewrv.cjcUimcd Frank. "An- 
other step and I'd have dropped into 
That's probably what h ap p en ed to 
Le Und- 
He knelt at the rim of the circular 
opening and looked into the depths of 
the pit. Tommy following suit. The 
feeble ray of the flashlight was lost in 

the blackness below. "Well. Ill bt doggoncd." 

"Say. Frank." whispered Tommy. Frank a d mirin gly. "Lcland 
"turn off the flash. I think I saw a it He has conquered gravity For. in 
light down thrrr " that pit at least, there ia no gravity. 

Andr-with the s n a pp i n g of the catch, or at any rate not enough to mention, 
there came darkness. Bat. anile* be- It baa been almost complcteljrcourmr 
low them, it seemed, there was a tiny / acted by some force he ha* disco*' 
pin-point of brilliance — an eery green and now we know bow to follow him 
light that was like ■ wsn c phoo- down there. Come on* Tommy. . 
phorescence of will-o'-the-wisp. For go!" 

a moment it shone and was gone. Then ■ And. suiting action to bis words, 
came the dreadful vibration they bad Frank r o mp e d into the mouth of tbe 
eapcrienccd in the hall of the bouse — pit where he bobbed about for a mo- 
tat whistling scream that grew loader ment as if he had ji—pi J into a pool 



E played tbe light of the 
over tbe floor and aoon located 
a smooth round stone of the sire of a 
baseball This be tossed over the rim 
of the pit and awaited results 

"Good grie/r csclaimcd Tommy. 
"It's not fallingf" 

What he said was true, for the stone 
poised lightly over the opening and 
1 like a feather. Then slowly it 
moved, settling gradually into oblivion. 
Frank tamed the flash d owat d and 
they watched in astonishment aa the 
two-poond pebble looted deliberately 
down the center of the shaft at the rate 
of not more than one foot in each 
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Then slowly h* 
Tmot followed 



T wu • doM uniaue experience. 
that drop into the heart of the 
Practically weightless* the 
Den found it quite difficult 
to negotiate the passage. For the first 
awadrcd or more feet they continued 
to bourn about in the narrow shaft and 
each sustained painful bruises before 
be learned that the beat and simplex 
method of accommodating himself to 
the Strang* condition was to remain 
absolutely mot ton Was and allow the 
greatly weakened gravity to take its 
course. Each movement of an arm or 
leg was irrsmfaaiirl by a change ia 
direction of movement, and contact 
with the hard^Wtone walls followed. If 
they tndioeortd to push themselves 
from the contact the result was likely 
to be an even more serious bump on 
the oppo s ite side of the shaft. So they 
continued the leisurely drop into the 
unknown depth of the pit. 

Frank had turned off the ftashlawap, 
for its battery was giving out and he 
wished to conserve its remaining en- 
ergy for eventualities. Thus they 
were in Stygian' darkness for nearly a 
half -hour, though the green luminosity 
far beneath them grew stronger with 
each passing minute. It now revealed 
itself as a clearly defined disc of light 
that flickered and sputtered continu- 
ally, frequently lighting the lower cad 
of the shaft with an unusual burst of 
brilliance. Remotely distant it seemed 
though, and unconscionably slow in 
drawing nearer 

'How far do you think we mwat 
drop?" called Tommy to' Frank, who 
was probably fifty feet below him in 
the shaft 

"Well. 1 figure we have fallen about 
a thrmasnrl feet so far.** came the reply. 
"and say guess is that we arc about one 
third of the way down." 

"Then this shaft is over a half-mile 
deep, you think?" 

I at least a ifcoiisiari yards, I 
should say. And I hope his pi 




■ Swtlllilillg 

of s sudden and let us 
"Me. too." called T 
not thought of that 

THIS waa no yoke, this falling in- 
to an unknown region so far be- 
neath the surface of good old mot her 
earth, thought Tommy. And how they 
would ever return wan another than*; 
that waa not a* funny. Frank was al- 
ways rwahiag bats things like this 
without counting the sossibli 
—well— this might be the 
Gradually the ■ pa mi u u a light 





the confc 
walls they were 
snail's pace. Layers of vari 
rock shewtd here and there, and. at 
one point there waa a s tr a t u m of fold 
or nucs- hi led rack 
with a million i 
reflection*. The air 
more humid a* they ■sneit the 
tenous light source. They 
steadily, without ac«abirstiwi. and 
Frank 

forty feet • i 
ing swddewnaea. the light waa immedi- 
ately below and they drifted into a 
tremendous cavern that waa illuminat- 
ed by ita glow. 

Directly beneath the lower end of 
the shaft through which they had 
there wa* a g lowing date of 
bout flfteen feet in 
They drifted to it* 
sprawled awkwardly where they fell 
Scrambling to gain a footing, they 
bounced and floated about like toy bal- 
loons before realising that it would 
be necessary to creep slowly from the 
of that 
the long i 

out injury. Gravity met them at the 
disc's edge with what seemed to be un- 
usual violence. 

AT first it seemed that their bod- 
ies weighed twice the 
amount, but this feeling soon 
and they looked at i t them with in- 



ASTOUNDING STORIES 



what is th« hand. 



it. The metal disc 
quite evidently the medium 
through which the repelling force was 
p in the shaft, and to this disc 
was connecKi a series of heavy cable* 
•dtot pedestal nearby On the 
pedestal was a controlling lever cad 
->oved over a quadrant that was 
graduated in degrees, one end of the 
quadrant being labeled "Up" and the 
other "Down." The lever now s tood 
at a point bat a very few degrees from 
the center or "Zero" mark and on x thc 
down side. Frank polled this lever 
H the full "Down" po s i t i on and 
they found that they could walk over 
the disc with normal gravity. 
"I suppose." said i that if the 

\ at the other end of the scale 
esc would fall upward with full 
t acceleration— reversed At 
gravity it eractly am r. 
and the intermediate p osi ti o ns arc use- 
ful in conveying male nils or hamaa 
i up sad down the abaft as de- 
sired Very^lever: but what is 
reason for it all *~ 

In the precise center of the great 
- there was a dome or hemisphere 
•1 pnssswSal sntssj *■ A . •■•■ wat Irani tb.t 
dome that the eery light emanated At 
tunes, when the light died dowr 
«'ome gleamed with dull flickering! 
that threatened to vanish entirely 
Then su dde nly it would resume full 
■ice. and the sight was marvelous 
description. A slight hissing 
from the direction of the 
dome, and this varied in in ten si ty as 
a* light. 
"CoshT said Tommy. "That looks 
like ulrer to me And. if ir^is. what a 
wealthy man our friend Leland has be- 
come. He has spent bis fortune 

f be used it all to get to this." 
"Yes. but where is he?" commented 
• Then: "Leland! Lclandr be 
called 

HIS voice echoed through the bag* 
■ and re-echoed hollowly. 
But there was no reply save renewed 
fbekeriags from the 



Leaving the vicinity of the gravity 
disc, the two men adisnesd as the di- 
rection of the shining dome, which was 
about a quarter-mile from where they 
stood Both perspired freely, fee the 
air was very close and the temperature 
high. But the light of the 
as cold as the light of a firefly i 
had no hesitancy in drawing nesss*" B 
was a beautiful sight, this dome of sil- 
ver witb its nickering lights and per- 
fect contour. 

"By George. I believe it i» silver" 

-r*d Frank, when they were 

within a few feet of the dome. "No 

other metal has that precise color. And 

look! There is a wheelbarrow and) 



raining tools. Leland has been 
cutting away some of the material" 

Sure enough, there was 
evidence of the truth of bis 
And 'the material 
silver! 

"Silver Dome." breathed Tommy, 
holding a lump of the metal in his 
A solid dome of pure silver— 
fifty feet high and a hundred' la die* 
meter How much does that inn hs 
dollars and cents. Frank f 

"Maybe it isn't solid" said Frank 
dryly, "though it's worth a siiiatila 
fortune even if i- is hollow. And we 
haven't found Lcmnd " 



THEY ended the dome twice and 
looked I s et s corner of the 

great cavern, hut there was no sign of 
the man for whom they searched The 
wheelbarrow was half filled with lumps 
of the heavy metal, and maul and drill 
lay where they had been dropped by 
the lone miner A itn'.y rhrtt !<?( 
across, and as many deep, appeared in 
the aide of the desne to 
aiderahly more than one 
MIR rcmovco. 
l*w»Bswij r . fnKitnJ To 

like the old dome bad swal- 
- - - - er 

At his weeds there came the terrific 
vibration The light of the ddttv 
out. leaving them darkness. 

and from its interior there rose the 
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——ting •cream that had frightened pec ted Tammy had been takes. On I 
•14 Theme* away. From so doe* by bare toe*, he movi silently to 1 



two axa clung to each other in fright, hecs correct. Tommy 1*7 

expecting momentarily thai the earth quietly bcaeath coven a* aoit aa 

would give way beneath thetr feet and own and ami dot laail luxury of aue- 

precipitate them into some tcrrihlc rounding*. 

depth from whicl-fherc could be aa 'Well.- be whispered, that doesn't 

return, look aa though we wcjuld coca* to aay 

Then the aouad abruptly ceaaed aad harm. Aad I might a* well take a dive 

a gleam of tight came from uadcr the ia that pool.' 

dame of silver A crack appeared he- Returning to ha* owa room, he re- 

tucen in lower edge and the rocky moved the ailkea ga raa tat with 

floor of the cavern, aad through this he had been provided aad 

crack there ah oar a light of daxrling iaamcraed ia the cool. invigorating wa- 

brilliaacy— a warm light of roay hoc. tcr of the bath. Hi* head tlmrail ia- 

Wider grew the opening until there stantly. 

waa a full three feet between the floor "Hi there T called Tommy from the 

p ^ad the bottom of the dome, Tmrnllrrl doorway. "Why didn't you wake me 

by aomc irreaiatiblc force from within, up? Where arc we. anyway TT 

the two men namMiil blindly to the With dripping head aad 

Tp— j-f_ fell to the fioor aad rolled above the water. Frank waa 

iaaid* to laugh at the sleepy-eyed. 

There waa • heavy thud aod the eapeaamaa ear the hhi* Jowiii fata ef 

dome had returned to it* normal poai- hi* fnead. Thou 

tioa. with Frank and Tammy priaaoer* to the world." he 

within it* spscioas hollow.' The warm sl ee p y head. Aad I daa't 

light bathed them with fearful ia- we arc. excepting that it U i 

tensity for a ■ ami at. then faded to a under the silver dam*. What 'a 

roay (low that dulled their eenaea aad I daa't much care. Tea ibnaM get lata 

imill n l ihiif nirrif U |-r*-| *-— -* tba* water. It's great P 




SO aaying. he dived to the bottam of 
the pool aad Mood an hi* hand*, 
himeclf b etween ailkea caver*, hi* Teet aarmg tadicrouely abov e the 

ly a* a high arched ceiling that waa en- made a quick dank for the pool ia hat 
tirely unfamiliar. Then, remembering, owa room. He waa not to be 



he aprang from the downy bed to hi* by hi* more energetic partner. 

The room, the furnishing*, hi* A half-hour later, shaved and attired 

silken robe, everything was strange, ia their own garments, which * 

Hit bed. he saw. waa a high one. ami cleaned and pressed and bus 

the frame wis of the same gleaming in the closets, they settled 

H the dome under which they for a discussion of the 

had been trapped The arched ceiling iag tried the doors of both 

glowed softly with the same rosy hue found them locked free* the 

a* bad the inner surface of the dome, there was no other course open to 

A large pool of water invited him. the them. They must await developm ent* , 
surface of the pool being no more than "Look* liar Leland has quite an ee- 

s foot below the point where it was l iM ii b m i e * down here inside the 




built into the tile floor of the room, -mountain." ventured Tommy. 

A Urge open doorway connected with "HmP snorted Frank, "this place as 

-alar ad>oiaing room, where he sue- none of Ulead" • work He is pros- 
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■My a po wer here. •* are we H« 
I on to th« silver dome and 
by wkMcrtt race it liv- 
tag down here beneath it. the isrnr aa 
we were Who the real inhabitants 

.ad what the pu r p os e of all th • 
irouirj^o he aeesv." 
"You think, we arc to friendly 

%r 

er» do not look mu c h 
prison cells. Tommy, but I must 
admit thai we are locked in. Anyhow. 
In not worrying, and we will toon 
leaxn our fate and have to he ready to 
it The people who own this 
snoot have everything they want. 
and they eure have aosne ecientiac 
knowledge that is not known to ua op 
the surfs. 
-Wonder if they are human* >~ 

-tainly they axe You never 
heard of wild beast* tleeptag an 
like these, did jour"* 



TOMMY laughed a* he 
tWeaoniatUhand wro«| 
on the aBser hilstn' "No. 1 didot, - 
hc admitted: "*but where on earth did 
they come from, ami what arc they 
doing km 

"You oak too many cpscationt 
plied Frank, shrugging hit broad 
shoulder* "We moat aampty wait foe 

There wan a soft rap at the door of 
Frank 'a room, where the two men were 

'Come in.* called Frank, c mi films; 
a* the idea of atach corwsderation from 
their captors. 

A key rattled in the loch and the 
door swung open to admit the. hand- 
some t« man they had ever set eyes on. 
•nk by aeveral 
inches, atanding no lew than aia fret 
I hi* th»n-*oled sandals, and he 
A himself with the air foe an em- 
peror Hi* am i hit nhslt body waa mv 
covered with the iirtpts— of a loin 
cloth of silver base, and lithe muscle* 
rippied beneath hia smooth skin aa he 
advanced to meet the prisoner* Hi* 
by curly hair of 



ww large, and hia fore- 
head high. The feature* were classic 
and perfectly regular The corner* of 
hi* month drew upward in a benign 

Ortettng*." he said. In perfect En- 
glish and in a soft voice, "to the do- 
main of There* You need fear no 
harm from our people and will be re- 
turned to the upper world when the 
time come*. We hope to make your 
stay with us enjoyable and instructive, 
and that you will carry bock kind mem- 
ories of us The morning mea l awaits 



SO taken aback were the rwo-yemn* 
Americana that they stared fool- 
ishly agape for a space. Then a tin- 
kling laugh from the tall stranger set 
them once more at esse. 

"You will pardon us. I • 

gltcd Frank, "but thia is all so unex- 
pected and so unbelievable that your 
words struck me speechless And I 
know that my friend was similarly af- 
fected We place starsefve* in your 
har. i • 

The handaaane giant nodded under- 
>g "No offense wss taken." be 
-red, "*4ncc none ww intended. 
And your feeling* arc not to be won- 
dered at You may call me Orris." 

He turned toward the open door and 
signified that they were to follow him. 
They fell in at hi* »ide with alacrity, 
both s udd enl y realiring that they were 
very hungry. 

They followed in silent wonderment 
a* Orrin led the way to a broad bal- 
cony that overlooked a great under- 
ground city— a city lighted by the soft 
glow from some vast lighting system 
incorporated in its vaulted ceiling high 
overhe a d. The balcony waa many lev- 
el* above the streets, which were alive 
• ctive being* of similar appear* 
ante to Orrin. these speeding hither 
and yon by means of the many lanes 
of traveling ways of which the > 

com p os e d. The buildtngs^fend- 
lew row* of them lining the orderly 
•trret* — were octagonal fas sham 
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roac to the be ight e( about twenty at ot- 
ic*, m nearly a* "could be judged by 
earthly atanri*rt1* There wet e mo win- 
dow*, bat at about every Bit* floor 
there was aa outer athrer -railed balcony 
similar to the one on which they 
walked. The air waa hllcd with bowV- 
abaped flying thipa that *ped over the 
roof top* in end Una aco tr asis n and 
without vieiblc mean* cd aupport or 
propulsion. Yet the general c fleet of 
the burr accne waa on* of pceciae or- 
derliness, onmarrcd by confusion or 
detracting noiae*. 

ORRIN vouchsafed no eaplanation* 
and they anon reentered the Urge 
building of which the balcony waa a 
Here- they were conducted to a 
fuxniahed dining room 
where their breakfaet awaited them. 

Daring the meal, which conaiatcd of 
•cveral course* of fruit* and cereal* 
entirely S tra n g* to Frank and Tommy, 
they were t en ded by Omn with the 
deference and moat p a in n tiki ag 
tion. He anticipated their rrery 
and their thought* a* welL For. 
Frank end e avored to a*k one of 
the many Bu t st i saa with which hi* 
aasad wa» filled, he waa interrupted by 
• a**l of the hand and a amile from 
placid hoot. 
"It i* <ju>«r clear to me that you have 
many natation* to propound.' aaid Or- 
i . i* not a matter of won- 

der But it i* not permitted that I 
-ten you on the point* you have 
i- mftaa Vmj majaj |jaj tmUk mmj 
Then it i* to be my privilege to 
you to the pretence of Phae*- 
tr*. Empress of Thero*. who will reveal 
May I ask that you be patient 
until then r 

So friendly wa* hi* amile and as 
p>Hih.nl Us manner that they re- 
strained their impatience and hammed 
the escePent breakfast in polite 



to the upper floor of 
From the atliaj gratis 1 
lift they 




Asd Orrin wa* a* good a* hi* word, 
for. no sooner had they finished when 
be led them from the room and show ed 
the way to the elevator which conveyed 




that they gaaed about tl 
sag iihiiiratioa. The 
moulding* wer* sd 
that gleamed with 
in the aolt rose glow of the 
lights. The hanging* wer* *f 
peush of dorp grei 
tricatr design* of silver thread 
into the material. At the u ppish* 
of the room ther* was a pair af 
double doors of chaasu stiver an 
either aide of thv 
there stood aa arts admit attired m mas 
Orrin. but tisrmg s *ilver i cra sa r t* 
d e note his oft rial capacity. 
"Phaectra await* the 
in<or.cd or.t of 



which 

majestically 



Oirin led the 
the 

silently 
their approa c h 

IF the outer 
la its i marital 
and fan* ash tag, the one they now am 
tersd wm positively brectfh-takJag. On 
every aide ther* 
green and »il»er 

vans, and nana of pri ce lea * deaiga i 

at 



when they saw the 

A canopied daia in the center af the 
room drew their attention and they aaw 
that Phnestra had risan from her mat 
ia a deeply cushioned drvan and now 
stood at it* side in an at titu de of wel- 
come Nearly as. tall aa Frank, ah* 
a figure of comma 
bemfty The whiten*** of her body 
waa accentuated by the silver embroi- 
dered and tightly fitted black vest- 
ment* that covert d yet did not conceal 
it* charm*' A halo of glorious golden 
hair aurmoemted a head that wa* pomad 
expectantly alert above the perfectly 
rounded shoulder*. The csmriestc oval 
of her face waa chiseled ia features of 
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and. at sound of to* ouuuJ voice. 
Frank aod Tamrnv were enslaved 




~/^» ENTLEhfEN of tto upper 

V_J world." tto *aid gently, "you 
ire welcome to Ttoro* Your inner- 
moot thought* tore been recorded by 
our scientists and found good With a 
definite purpose in mind, jrou learned 
of tto existence of tto silver dome of 
Ttoro*. yet you came without greed 
or malice and we have taken you in to 
enlighten you on tto many question* 
that are is you*/ minds and to return 
a a knowledge of 
keep secret. 
You arc about to delve into a mystery 
of tto ages; to see and learn many 
thing* that arc beyond tto ken of your 
kind. It is a privilege never before 
accorded to beings from above" 

~Wc thank you. oh. Queen." spoke 
Frank humbly, his ryes r jetted to tto 
garc of those violet orbs that seemed 
to see into his very soul, 
bled some commonplace 

"Orrin — tto sphere T Phaestra. 
slightly embarrassed by Frank's stare, 
rlanpeil tor hand*. 

At he* ma— isnil Orrin. who .had 
stood quietly by. stepped to tto »*li 
and manipulated some mechanism that 
was hidden by tto hangings There 
• .14 musical purr from beneath tto 
floor, and. through a circular opening 
which appeared as if by magic, there 
rose a crystal sphere of some four feet 
in diameter. Slowly it rose until it 
reached tto level of their eyes and 
there it came to rest Tto empress 
raised to* hands as if in invocation and 
tto soft glow of tto lights died down. 
i them in mo m ent ary darkness. 
There came a slight ■ ail a ni l from tto 
it lighted with tto eery 
Bickerings they had observed in 
tto dome of s 



FASCINATED by tto weaving 
lights within, they gaied into tto 
depths of tto crystal with awed capec- 
tancy. Phaestra spoke 



"Men from tto surface." she said. 
"you. Frank Bow/ley. and you. Arnold 
Thom p son, are about to witness tto 
powers of that hemisphere of metal 
you were pleased to term 'Silver Dome ' 
As you rightly surmised, tto dome is 
of silver — mostly. There arc small per- 
centages of platinum, irid 
other elements, but . • 
nine-tenths pure silver To you of tto 
surface tto alloy is highly valuable for 
its intrinsic worth by your own stand- 
ards, but to us tto value of tto dome 
.action in revealing to us 
tto pant and present events of our uni- 
verse Tto dome is the 'eye' of a com- 
plicated apparatus which en shire as to 
sec and hear any desired hsppraiag on 
the surface of tto earth, beneath its 
surface, or an tto many inhabited plan- 
ets of tto heaven*. This is a cco s n - 
pltshed by means of catremcly camples 
vibration* radiated from tto hemi- 
sphere, these vibretaeas nenetrsting 
earth, metals, buildings, space itself. 
returning to our viewing and 
*epcoducing spheres to revesJ 
tto desired past or present occurrences 
at tto point at which the rays of vibra- 
tions arc directed. 

"TN order to view' tto past on our 
X own planet, tto ray*, which travel 
»• the speed of light, arc sent oat in a 
huge circle through space, returning to 
earth after having spent tto requisite 
■umber of years in transit. Instant- 
aneous effect is secured by a connect- 
ing beam that tics together tto ends 
of tto enormous arc This, of course, 
is beyond yumr comprchenston. since 
tto Ninth Dimension is involved. When 
it is desired that events of the present 
be observed, tto ray* arc projected di- 
rect. Tto future can not be viewed, 
since, in order to accomplish thu 
would to accessary that tto rays travel 
at a speed greater than that of light, 
which is manifestly impossible." 

it gunsr gasped Frank. "This 
crystal sphere ttoa, is capable of 
bringing to our eyes and ears tto- hap- 

ptn»r fc » ci BBStssrsss i*i: H 
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"It u. my dear Frank." said Pha es taw 

/tra. "and I would that I were able to te me-et them With tsmac ve l o ci ty 

describe the process more dearly. - Sac tWjr Miami to be falling An invoJ- 

smiled, and in the aatmthiy light at untaxy gasp in forced fraaa Tooar'i 

the sphere she appeared bmtc beautiful lips. Mount* ins, valleys, nvtn could 

that before, if tuck a thing were poo- aow be 




Oa the pedestal which supported the /-p HEN the mat shifted slightly 

sphere tatrc was a glittering array of JL and they avert wstlanary. directly 

dials and lever*. Social of these coav above a large seirosat city. A city of 

trols were now adjusted by Pherstra. greet beauty it was. and it* 

the delicate motion* of bear tape red fas- w an of the aaaae octagonal aba 

Cert being watched by the visitors were tboae of There*! There 

with intense admiration. There came be bat one iaie*-enc 

a change in the note of the sphere, a were direct descsasdants of 

■ttadyiag of the mckeriaga withaa, hahitaata of ancient Aiiantit 

"Behold r exclaimed Phacetra. "Yea,* aighed Phacaera. ia aa* 

the though* ahc had .read, "war 

THEY gased into the depths of the tor* were those you 

aphere and lost all sense of dc- street* of thi* city of Atlantis. A 

manual from the scene depscted veiou* race they were. tan. Whs* 

therein. It seemed they were at a rest of the world was still 

point arreral thoeiaand asilea from the unenlightened, they knew ■ 

surf set of a planet. A great cant ia it arta and t c iaa t as than is 

•aeaad b ant a s h these, iu irregular surface to-day. The 

abort one beiag clearly outlined Fourth Dwxeosson d 

against a large body of water. lUn served. Their ttlitrciii were of aach 

and there the surface was obscured by isu i r that they knew of the existence 

great white patches of cloud* that caet^ of intalligtai firings an Mart and 

their shadow* below. Venn*. They had cinaattid the air. 

'Atlantiar breathed Phscstra rev- They knew of the relation be twe en 

erently. gravity and *sngnetiam bat recently 

The lent continent of mythology I pr apo u ad e d by year Eaaatesn. They 

The fabled body of land that was en- were pesaperoaa. happy. Than— bat 

gulfed by the Atlantic taoatatrl* of watehr 

year* ago— a fact I Faint u ntil of the life of the dry 

Tommy glanced st Frank, noting came to their cars. A te a* a s of aseno- 
that be had withdrawn his gate from planet r oar c id pant just btnta th thessv 
the sphere and was devouring Phaestra The atrsets were crowded with ra p > dry 
with hat eyes. A* if drawn by the saoviag vehicles, the re i f test with 
ardor ef his observation, she raised her sir-craft. Than sudd en ly the scene 
own eyes from the sphere to meet those darkened : a deep r n mh lia g canst from 
of the handsome visitor. Obviously the sea. As they no tt b id ia fsscinet- 
coaf used, ahc dro pped her long lashet ed wonder, a great chasm opened . up 
and turned n er vo u sly to the controls through the heart of the city. Tsll 
Tommy ex p erienced a eadden feeling buildings tw ayt d and r leant 1 1 J. filling 
ef dread. Surely hit pal was not fall- into heaps of twisted taetal and 
tag ia love with thit Thcraniaa ens- cr a s hed aatt wnr y and burying ban- 
pecs* • deed* of the popular r ia their fall The 

Then there came another change in confusion was indescnhsblc. the up- 

thc note of the aphere and once more soar terrific and within the apace of a 

they lot* themselves in i iiatiasylihiMi very few an n a tes the entire city was 

ef the scene within. The surface of a mats of ruins. fuUy half el the 



IM 



ASTOUNDING STORII 



wrecked arcs having been swallowed 
up by the heaving water* of the ocean 



PHAESTRA stifled a sob. Than 
it began." the stated. "Trovus 
«raa first — the city yon ju»t mw — then 
cane three more of the cities of the 
western coast in rapid succession. 
C amp at ilium of the n ill lit showed 
that the ■■htaval was widespread and 
that the enure continent was to be co- 
gulfed in a very short tune. The «• 
odas began, bet it was too late, and 
only a few hundred people were able 
to escape the continent before it 
anally destroyed. The ocean 
the tesnb of two hundred mil I ions The 
handful of survivors reached the coast 
of what is now North America. But 
the rifors of the climate proved severe 
and more than three-quarters of them 
perished within a few days after their 
planes landed. Then the rest took to 
the caves along the shore, and for a 
while were M 

She manipulated the controls once 
id there was a quick shift to 
rr coast, a rugged, wave-beaten 
re Closer they drew until they 
ob s er ved a lofty palisade that eat ended 
for miles along the barren waterfront 
They saw a fire atop this elevation and 
active men and wom en at various tasks 
within the narrow circle of its warmth. 
A cave mouth opened at the brink of 
the precipice near the spot they oecu- 



-nLT some escaped T 

Jl3 Phaestra. "and 
cred Theros Though 
the eastern seaboard of 
States were submerged I 



exulted 

discov- 

milcs of 

your United 

id the coast- 



Then came s repititioo of the up- 
heaval at Trovus The ocean rushed 
is and beat against the cliff with such 
ferocity that its spray waa tossed hun- 
dred* of feet in the air. The earth 
shook and the group of people afountj 
the ire made a hasty retreat to the 
mouth of the cave. The sky darkened 
and the winds howled with demoniac 
fury. Quake after quake rent the rug- 
ted cliffs: huge sections topple I 
the angry • Then a great tidal 

wave swept in and covered everything, 
cliffs, cave months and all Nought 
nasaiai il where they had been but the 



line entirely altered, these few were 
saved Their cave connected with a 
long passage, a tunnel that led into the 
bowels of the earth. With the outer 
entrance blocked by the upheaval they 
had no alternative save to continue 
downward 

"They traveled for days and days. 
Some were overcome- by hunger and 
fell by the wayside. The most hardy 
survived to reach Theros. a series of 
enormous caverns that estenda for 
bandrcd* of miles under the surface of 
your country. Here they found sub- 
terranean lakes of pure water, forests. 
fame. They had a few tools and weap- 
onc and they established themselves 
hi this underground world. Prom that 
small be ginning came thisT 

Phacstrs's thm angers worked rap- 
idly at the controls The scenes shift- 
ed in quick succession. They 
once more in the present, and 
to be traveling speedily through the 
underground reaches of Theros Now 
they were racing through a long light- 1 
ed passage; now over a great city 
stsailir to the one in which they had 
■llliaa Here they visited a huge 
workshop or laboratory; there a 
where radium or cobalt 
was being wrested from the vitals of 
the unwilling earth Then they visit- 
ed a typical Theronian i 
the perfect peace ai 
which the family lived. Again they 
were in a large power plant where di- 
rect implication of the internal beat of 
the earth as obtained through deep 
shafts bored into the interior wa» 
tied in generating electric • 

They saw vast quantities of supplies, 
fifty-ton masses of machinery, moved 
from place to place as tightly as feath- 
ers by use of the gravity discs, those 
heavily charged plates nlmat mum 
boos counteracted the earth's attrac- 
ts one busy laboratory they saw 
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television apparatus and 
heard scientists discussing moot ques- 
tions with inhabitant of Venue, whose 
izj^fi were depicted on the screen. 
They witnessed a ee»ere electrical 
Mono in the huge cavern arch over one 
of the cities. • Moras that condensed 
tu/c from the artificially osygen- 
I ami humidified atmoepberc in auch 
: shecti aa to easily eaplaia the 
necessity for well-roofed buildings in 
the under ground realm. And. in all 
the apeech and activities of the Tbero- 
niana. there was evident that all-per- 
vading feeling of ahaokiU contcntnscut 
•■4 freedom from care 

"What 1 can not understand." aaid 
Frank, during a quiet interval, "is why 
the Thersnians have never migrated to 
the surface. Sureijr. with all your 
command of science and 
that would he eaajr ." s — 

"Why? Whyr Phaest 
•poke volumes. "Here — 111 ahow you 
the 




AND again the acenc in the 
changed. They were on the »ur- 
facc and a few yeara in the paa t — 
Chateau Thierry. They aaw their fel- 
low men mangled and broken . aaw hu- 
man beings ahot down by bundreda in 
withering bursts of machine-gun fixe; 
taw them ia hand-to-bnnd bayonet 
fights, gaaaed and in delirium from the 
horror of it alL 

They traveled over the ocean: aaw 
a big paaaenger liner the victim of tor- 
pedo fire: aaw babies toaned into the 
water by distracted m mother* who 
jumped in after them to >oin them in 
death. 

A few years were paaa e d by and 
they aaw gang war* in Chicago and 
New York, aaw militia and pic* 

s in mortal combat, aaw wealthy 
brokers and bank presidents turn pis- 
tols on ihiaasilus following a crash 
ia the stock market, govcrnustsst osn- 
— rving penitentiary tcrma for be- 
trayal of the people's trust; spi— 
dens, speakeasies, sea crimes. It 
-ful indictment. 



"Ah. no," said Phaintri kindly, "the 
surface world has not yet 
from savagery We should be 
come were we to v entur e aueaide 
now' we come to the reason for y s ur 
visit. You came in search of one Ed- 
win Lcland, a fellow worker at one 
time. Your motives are abet s re- 
proach But island csmc aa a (reedy 
searcher of riches. We brought ham 
within to tench bass the error of bis 
ways and to beg bias to desist from bis 
efforts at dint laying the douse of sil- 
•uj He alone knew the 

Then you followed ! 
you in for similar re 
scientists found very quickly that your > 
■sent 1 1 reactions were of entirely dif- 
ferent type from Lcland* • and that the 
secret would be safe in your 
Lcland remains obdurate. He 
ens us with physical 
reactions to the 

Cannes are of the most t rear bi reus I 
We must keep bass with us. He shall 

• - — -*A " ' " ATT-X 4 I SSI Sfl j'cfbe 

allowed to return. That ia 
You two are free to leave 
I aak not^hat you 
rd to keep the secret of "Silver 
Dome.' I know it is not 




THE lights had riSMsniil their nor- 
msl glow, and the marvelous 
sphere returned to its receptacle be- 
neath the floor. Phaestra resumed her 
seat on the canopied divan. Prank 
'dropped to a seat on the edge of the 
daia. Tommy and Orrin 
standing. Tommy lost in thought 
Orrin stolidly saute. The 
avoided Frank's gaae studiously. Her 
cheeks weir flushed; her eyes bright 
with t motion 

Prank was first to baeak the ailrnts. 
"Lcland is in solitary confi n eme nt T 
he asked. 

"For the present he is under guard." 
replied- Phaestra. "He was quite vio- 
lent and it waa necessary to 
bins after he had killed one of 
tendant* with a shot from hit 

When he agrees to sub- 
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nut peacefully, he shall b« given the 
freedom of Theros foe the remainder 
of hi* life." 

"Perhaps." u[((ii(4 Frank, "if I 
•poke to him. 

The very thing." Pharstra thanked 
him with her woodxous eye*. 

A high pitched note rang out from 
behind the hangings, and. in rapid ayl- 
Utles of the language of Theros. ■ 
voice broke forth from the concealed 
amplifiers- Orrin, startled from has 
sprang to the side of his em- 
She rose from her seat aa the 
voice completed it eicitcd message. 

"It u LeUnd." she said calmly. "He 
has escaped and recovered his pi st ol. 
I have been told that he is now at Urge 
in the palace, tcrrofjing the haaae 
bold. We have no weapons here, you 
see." 

"Good Codr shouted Frank. "Sap- 
pose he should come here?" 



Humped to his feet just as a 
shot rang out in the aatcchaav 
Orrin dashed to the portal when 
a second shot spat forth from the aasta- 
matic which must certainly be in the 
hands of * madman The doors swung 
wide and Lelasd. hair disarranged and 
bloodshot eyes staring, burst into the 
room. Orra went down at the nest 
shot and the hardly recognisable 
fist advanced toward the data. 
When he ».- Frank and Tommy he 
stopped in hit tracks "So yo. 

<en following mef be snarled. 
"Well, you won't keep me from my 
purpose. I'm here to kill this q ueen 
of belir 
Once more he raised bis sal pen stir, 
rank had been watching closely 
and be literally dove from the steps 
of the dais to the knees of the de- 
ranged LeUnd As beautiful a tackle 
as he bad ever made in his college 
football days laid the maniac low with 
s crashing thud that told of a frac- 
tured skull. ' The ballet intended for 
Phaestra went wide, striking Tc 
in the tbouder. 
Spun half way around by the 



of the heavy bullet. Tommy fought to 
retain his balance But bis knees went 
sudd en ly awry and gave way beneath 
baam. He crumpled helplessly to the 
floor, staring foolishly at the prostrate 
figure of LeUnd assd at Frank, who 
bad risen to his fret and now faced 
the beautiful empress of Theros. 
Strange lights danced before Tommy's 
eyes, and be found it di&cult to keep 
the pair in focus. But be 
of one thing — bis pal was 
Then the two figures seemed to merge 
into one and he blinked his eyes rap- 
idly to clear his failing vision. By 
George, they were in each other's arms I 
Funny world a bove or below it 
didn't seem to make any difference 
But it was a tough break for Frank — 
morganatic marriage and all that. No 



sumaahi I to his o utp ost. 
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THE awakening was slow, but not 
painful. Rather there was a feel- 
ing of utter contentment, of joy at be- 
ing alive A delicious Languor pervad- 
ed Tommy's bring as he turned his 
head on a snow white silken pillow 
and stared at the figure of the white- 
capped nurse who was fussing with the 
bottles and instruments that lay on an 
enameled table bsssdc the bed. Mem- 
ory came to him immediately He felt 
remarkably well and refreshed. E«- 
penmcntally he moved his left shoul- 
' ■ absolutely no pain and 
it felt perfectly normal He sat erect 
in hit surprise and frit the shoulder 
with his right hand There was aa 
bandage, no wound. Had be dreamed 
of the h a mour blow of that forty-five 
caliber bullet? 

His nurse, observing that her patient 
ad recovered consciousness, broke 
forth in a torrent of unintelligible 
The r ©man. then rushed from the room.* 

He was still examining his unscaxred 
shoulder in wonder when the nurse 
returned, with Frank Rowley st her 
heels. Frank laughed at the expression 
of his friend's face. 
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'Whai'i wrong, old tuner r be asked. 

-Why— I— thought that (ool of • 

Lelaad had abet to* in the shoulder." 

Tiii—ij. "bat I guess I "Well, perhaps. Bat 111 get over it. 




diuistd it Where are we* Still in I suppose. Tommy. 1 lor* her. But 

Tbctosr - " there'* no chance far sac Haven't seen 

"We arc." Frank sobered instantly, her Mac* the row in the palace. Her 

Tonsary noted with alarm that hit council swrrswad* her continually.- and 




anility cheerful feature* were hag- I have bean advised to-day that we 
gard and draws and hu eye* hollow ore to he rattened aa quickly aa yoa 
front loaa of alccp. "And yoa didn't are up and areaad. That nacana un- 
dream that Leland shot yoa. That •nediatety at*" 

ahaaHrr of yoar* waa mangled and "Goad. The aaoaer the better. And 

tara beyond belief. He waa using aoft yoa jaat forget shoo* thia 

nosed bullet*, the bell ho— df aoon aa yoa are able. She t a 

Then how — T~ of coarse, bat not for yoa. There* 

Iota more bach as little old New York." 

'^T^OhthtY. these Tberoniana are Bat Prank had no reply to thia aally. 

X asarreloaa. We mahed yoa to 

thia hospital and a half-dorra doctors rr\ HEBE 

started working on yoa at once. They X and T« 

' repaired the shattered bone* by an in- "I see yoa bare rally 

at sat as* Pit grafting process, tied the said the 

**» utd veins and arteries and closed tered a* the fr*^**^. "and w* are ever- 

thc gaping wound by filling it with a joyed to know this. Yoa hare the grati- 

plaatic raaafoiini and drawing the tade of the entire realm far yoar part 

edge* together with clamps. You were in the taring of oar caspress from the 

anafathetiicd and some ray warhine ballets of the atadtnaa." 

was used to heal the shoulder. Thai "I*" 

required but ten hour* and they now "Yea. Yoa and yoar friend. And 
ut that your arm i* as good aa ever. now. assy I ask. arc yoa ready so re- 
How does it feel r tarn to yoar owa land r 

'Perfectly natural. In fact I feel Tommy stared. "Sure thine" he 

better than I hare in a month.- Tons- and. "or rather. I will be in a few 

ary obscrvtd that the nurse had left i JMln" 

the room and he jumped from bat bod "Thank yoa. We shall await yoa in 

and capered tike a tchool boy. the transmitting room." The Thero- 

Thi* drew no tign of merriment nana bowed and was gone, 

from Frank, and Tommy scrutinized "Well. I like that." aaid Tocamy. 

ham once atore in consternation "And "He hands ate an andawmd compli- 

yoa." he said, "what it wrong with mrnt and then asks how aoon we can 

•war" beat it A "here 'a yoar hat. what* your 

"Don't worry about me." replied harry*,, sort of thing ~ 

frank unpattcntiy. Then, irrelevantly. 'It* ate they're a n i i on* to be rid 

he said -Leland 'a dead." of." remarked Frank, shmgging his 

"Should be. I knew we shouldn't broad shoulder*, "and perhapa it is just 

hare started oat to help him. But. aa well." 

Frank. I'm concerned about you. You "You bet it i*r agreed Tommy en- 
look badly " Tommy waa getting into tJsBsiaatically. "and I'm in favor of 
clothes aa he spoke mtriag it good and snappy." He coat- 

"Forget it. Tommy. You've been parted has toilet as rapidly as p ossi ble 
sleeping for two days, you know — part and then turned to face the down- 
ox the care— and I haven't had anach hearted Frank. 
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"How do we go? 
**K be asked. 



The way sve 



t*waSaJ 



"TSjO. Tommy. They have closed 
IN off the shaft that ltd from the 
cavern of the silver dome Tbey are 
taking no more chance*. It seems that 
the ahaft down which we floated waa 
constructed by the Thcroniana. not by 
I -t larH They had used it and the 
gravity disc to transport casual visitors 
to the surface, who occasionally mised 
>»ith our people in order to learn the 
languages of the upper world and to 
actually touch and handle the things 
they were otherwise able to sec only 
through the medium of Silver Dome 
and the crystal spheres. Further visits 
to the surface arc now forbidden, and 
' to be returned by a remarkable 
process of beam tranamissinn of our 
d.tintcgrated bod" - 
"Disintegrated >" 

"Yes It seems tbey have learned to 
d.tsociatc the atoms of which the hu- 
man body u composed and to transmit 
them to May desired point over s beam 
of etheric vibrations, then to reassem- 
ble them in the original living coodi- 



What? You mean to say we arc to 
be shot to the surface through the in- 
tervening rock and earth? Disinte- 
grated and reintegrated' And I 
not even be bent, let alone busted K 

f"T* HIS time he vu rewarded by a 

X laugh. That's right And I have 

•ough the calculation* 

with one of the Theronian engineers 

and can find no flaw in the scheme, 

' safe in their hands." 

"If you say so, Frank, it a okay with 
me. Let's goT 

Reluctantly hit friend lifted his ath- 
letic bulk from the chair. In silence 
he led the way to the transer. 
room of the Theronian scientists. 

Here they were greeted by two 
savants with whom Frank was already 
acquaint td. Clarus and Rhonos by 
name. A bewildering *xT*y of cc 
pics 



high-ceilinged chamber and. ; 

among them, was one of the 

sp he r es, this one of somes 

sire than the one in the palace of 

Phaestra. 

"Where do you wish to arrive f* 
asked Clarus. 

"As near to my automobile as possi- 
ble." replied Frank, taking sudd en in- 
terest in the proceedings. "It is parked 
in the lane between LclaadTs bouse snd 
the road." 

Tommy looked quickly in his direc- 
tion, encoursfcd by the apparent 
change in his attitude. The scientists 
proceeded to energiie the crystal 
sphere They were bent upon speed- 
ing the parting guests. Their beloved 
empress was to be saved from her own 



n-'th-*.-. «r.» 



wded into the 



Quick adjustments of the controls 
resulted in the locating of Frank's car. 
was still buried to its sales in 
The scene included 1 eland's 
house, or rather its site, for it appeared 
to have been utterly demolished by 
tome explosion within. 

TOMMY raited questioning eye- 
brows. 
"It waa necessary." ci plained Rhon- 
us. to destroy the h ou s e in obliterat- 
ing all traces of our former "meant of 
egress. It has been r ima—iiilnl that 
you two be returned safely, and we are 
authorised to trust implicitly in your 
.re silence regarding the existence 
of Tberos. This is satisfactory. I pee- 
Both Tommy and Frank nodded 
agreement. *" 

"Arc you ready, gentlemen T ssked 
Claras, who was adjusting s mechanism 
that resembled a huge radio 
tcr. Its twelve giant 
glowed into life a* be spoke. 

are." chimed the two visitor*. 
Tbey were requested to step to s 
small circular platform that was raised 
about a foot from the floor by means 
of insulating legs. Above the table 
there was an inverted bowl of silver m 
the shape of a large parabolic reflector. 
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"There will be a 
tione." sverred Claru*. "When I close 
the witch the disintegrating mcagy 
(torn the reflector abort will bathe 
your bodies for a mom en t in viublc 
ray* of a deep purple hue. You may 
possibly eaperiencc a slight I 
frehng of nausea, 
you hart arrived." 

'Shoot r growled Prank from hia 
position oa the at and 

Citrus pulled the twitch and there 
«as a uwiuw r aa of distant thunder. 
Tommy blinked involuntarily in the 
brilliant purple glow that ar ro— dad 
kirn Then all waa confusion in the 
traaauuttinr room. Iieailmili had 
nutted through the open door 
iag. "Frank! Frank f" It waa the 
press Phacstra. 

IN a growing due Tommy saw her 
daah to the platform, seise Frank 
L3 a clutch of desperation. There was 
a violent wrench aa if some monster 
were twisting at his vitals. He closed 
eyes against the blinding light, 
realised that utter silence had 
fallowed the erstwhile confusion. He 
sat ia Frank's car — alone. 

The journey was over, and Frank 
was left behind. With awful finality 
it came to him that ' 
he could do It was clear that 
had wanted his pal needed 
for him. From the fact that Frank 
remained behind it was evident that 
she had succeeded in retaining him. 
A sickening fear came to Tommy that 
she had been too late; that Frank's 
body was already partly disintegrated 



and that he might hare paid the price 
'of her love with his life. But a Unit 
reflection convinced ham that if this 
were the case a portion of has friend's 
body would have reached the Inten d e d 
destination. Then, aneaplainabty. he 
received a mental message that all waa 
well 

CONSIDERABLY heartened, he 
pressed the 
cold motor of Franks 
over slowly, p eo t ca ti ngly. Finally it 
coughed a few times, and. after con- 
siderable cos sing by use of the 
ran smoothly He proceeded to 
carefully through the drifts toward the 
road, casting aa occasional regretful 
glance in the direction of the demol- 

Hc would have some e a plaining to 
do when he returned to New York. 
Perhaps — yea, than it certainly, be 
would be n u t a ti o n a d by the police re- 
garding Frank's disappearance. But 
he would never betray the true* of 
Phacstra. Who indeed would believe 
bam if he told the story? Instead, be 
would concoct a weird fabrication re- 

of hia i 
They could not 
accuse him of 

ing a body— the caraeu dtlicd. or 
they called it. 
Anyway, Frank waa content. So 



Tommy swung the heavy car into 
the road and turned toward New York. 
alone and lonely— but somehow happy . 
happy for has friend. 
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Earth, the Marauder 

PACT TWO Or A THUtE-TAKT HOVEL 

By Arthur J. Bar hi 



WHAT HAS CONE BEFORE 

TH K Earth «a dying, t. 
Sjj'cj the Pint, «mg of M 
tista. had given mankind the Secret of 
Life, which prolonged life indefinitely. 
the Earthlings 
bad multiplied 
beyond all count. 
and been forced 
to borrow deep 
into the (round 




aad high into the air in the deopente 
wirch for the mere room in which to 
live There was much civil war. The 
plight of the children of men was dea- 
perjtt. Something had to be done. 

Then Sarka the 
Third called the 
Spokesmen of the 
Cent of Earth 
ar o und htm, and 
proposed to 



:;: 



/ . 



■a new scheme which had come to Un 
m hi* Uboratocy atop the Himalayas. 
He would rwinf the Efrth from its or- 
'•— *<r.d it careening through space 
toward the Moon t— there to destroy 
iU inhabitants and supplant them with 
a colony of Eanhlings! And then 
they would surge on to Mars! 

One by one the twelve Spokesmen, 
each the bend and representative of the 
teeming trillions comprising his Gens, 
acceded. Even Dalis. the jealous nv*l 
•f Sarka. finally gave his sulky coo- 



So. under Sarka't commands, the 
Earth's hordes were mobilired: and m 
tune with the Master Beryl in Sarka't 
laboratory all the Beryls of the Earth 
vibrated, freeing the Earth from her 
age-old orbit and swinging her oat to- 
wards the Moon. 

The Ceos of Dslis — the trillions of 
people who swore allegiance to 
would lead the attack on the Mc 
When within fifty thousand miles, 
they darted out. clad only in their 
tight green clothing and the he l l H i 
that fc*1d the anti-gravitational rnoidn. 
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which neutralized gravity for them and 
enabled thetn to instantly fly where 
they willed. Their only weapons were 
hand atom-disintegrator*. And out 
from the Moon came mysterious air- 
cars, with long clutching tentacles— 
the weapon* of the Moon's minion* I 
The war of the worlds was begun! 

Yet Dalis. leader of the Gens that 
now engaged the Moon's aircar*. was 
still in the laboratory with Sarka. For 
treacherous mind coveted con- 
trol of the Earth, and though the urge 
to lead hi* Gens into bat^c was tre- 
mendous, still be stayed^watchrng 
Sarka closely, waiting for the moment 
when be could trick Sarka and assume 
control. 

And at the bead of the Gens of Dalis 
■ woman. Jaska. whom Sarka 
loved. The Moon's aircar* swept away 
the Gens of Dallas, and out from 
Earth poured the Gens of Cleric, who 
was Jaska's father. The newcomer* 
fought desperately to save Jaska from 
the deadly clutches of the aircars 

Dalis could stand it no longer. He 
sped forth from the laboratory to re- 
organize his beaten Gens. Jaska Sew 
for home; but behind her a single air- 
car. splashed with crimson, reached 
forth its tentacles to clutch her— and 
Sarka groaned with the agony of his 
impotence to help the woman be loved. 

CHAPTER XI 
Escape— tad D*l:s' Ltughttr 

BUT Sarka was not to be so 
easily l<*tm There still re- 
mained an infinite num b er of 
possible change* of speed by 
manipulation of ovidum by vibration 
set up by* the Beryls, without m 
this flight from the beginning would 
have beer, impossible. But for two 
hours, while the white robed men of 
Cleric fought against the car of the 
c rim son splashes to prevent the cap- 
ture of the daughter of their Spokes- 
man — and died by hundreds In the grip 
of those grim tentacle* — Sarka was 
forced to labor with the Beryls until 



perspiration bathed his whole body 
and his heart was heavy as be foresaw 
failure. And failure meant death or 
worse for Jaska. 

But at the end of two hours, while 
the men of Cleric fought like men in- 
spired against the aircar of the crim- 
son slashes, a cessation in the outward 
speed of the earth could be noted. At 
the end of three hours the body of 
Jaska. all this time fighting manfully 
to attain to landing place on the Earth, 
was at last bulking larger: but the 
tentacles of the aircar were groping 
after her. reaching for her. striving to 
catch and clasp her to bcr death. 

The two Sarkas watched and prayed 
while the might of the Beryls, travel- 
ing at top speed, fought against the 
force of whatever was used by the 
Moon-men to compel the Moon to 
withdraw. Still the men of Cleric 
fought that single car. and died by 
hundreds in the fighting. White robed 
figures which became shriveled and 
black in the grip of those tentacles. 

COUNTLESS of the men of Cleric 
deliberately cast themselves 
against those tentacles, throwing their 
lives away to give Jaska more leeway 
in her race for life. 

"Will she make it. father?" queried 
Sarka in a whisper. 

"If the courage and loyalty of her 
people stand for anything, she will 
make it." be replied. 

On she came at top speed, and 
now through the micro- telescopes the 
Sarkas could sec the agony of effort on 
her face, even through the smooth 
mask used by the people of Earth for 
flight in space where there was no at- 
mosphere. Courage was there, and the 
will of never-say-die; and Jaska. more- 
over, was cooing back to the man she 
loved. In a nebulous sort of way 
Sarka realired this, for though these 
two had not mated there was a reson- 
ant inner sympathy between them 
which had rounded into an emotion of 
overpowering force since Jaska bad 
proved to Sarka that she was to be 
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frosted — that be had been something 
leas than a faithful lover when be bad 
mistrusted her. ever to little. 

Closer now and closer, and at last 
the aircar of the crimson splashes was 
drawing away, losing in the race for 
life. It waa falling back, as though 
minded to turn about and race back 
for the Moon, now a ball in the sky, 
far away, the outlines of its craters 
growing dim and misty with distance 
Now the men of Cleric, those who re- 
mained, were breaking contact with the 
aircar. and forming a rakant rear- 
guard for the retreat of Jaska. 

THROUGHOUT the Earth, aa the 
Beryls fought with ever increas- 
ing speed to lower the rate of the 
earth's outward race from the Moon, 
was such a trembling, such a vibration 
induced by conflicting, alien forces aa 
there had not been even in that moment 
when back there in its orbit, the Earth 
could have either been kept within its 
orbit, or burled outward into apace at 
the touch of a finger. 

Now Jaska. surrounded by ber 
father's men. was almost close enough 
to touch the Earth. 

She made it. weak and weary, and 
rested for a moment while ber father's 
men steadied ber. Then, thrusting 
them aside, with gestures bidding them 
return to their Gens, she lifted into the 
air again, and fled straight for the la- 
boratory of Sarka. 

She entered tiredly through the exit 
dome, and all but collapsed into the 
arras of Sarka. Gently he removed her 
helmet of the anti-gravitational ovoid, 
noting aa she leaned against him the 
tumultous beating of ber heart. Then 
ber gentle eyes opened and she whis- 
pered to Sarka. 

"You trust me now?" 

For answer be bent and kissed ber 
softly on the lips— for the kiss, from 
the far distant time when the first baby 
waa kissed by the first mother, had 
been the favored caress of mankind. 
Her face was transfigured as she read 
his answer in his eyes, and the touch 



of bis lips. Then, remembering, fear 
flashed across her face. She- straight- 
ened, and grasping Sarka by the hand, 
hurried with him into the observatory. 

SHE took the seat in which Dalis 
had sat before be had gone out to 
the command of his Gens, studied for 
many minutes the battle in space be- 
tween the two alien worlds. 

"Dalis is winning." said the Elder 
Sarka quietly, "apparently T 

"The qualification is a just one." said 
Jaska softly. "'Apparently.* indeed! 
You will note now that, though men 
of the Gens of Dalis swarm all about 
the aircar*. and even "clamber atop 
them, no more are dying in the grasp 
of those tentacles? Is Dalis arrang- 
ing a treacherous truce with the Moon- 
men?" 

"I have been wondering about that." 
said Sarka softly, "for it is my belief 
that nothing not conducive to his own 
selfish interests would have forced 
Dalis to leave this place and take com- 
mand of his Gens, aa I had first or- 
dered, unless he had schemes planned 
of which father and I could know 
nothing. Now that I think of if, Jaska. 
bow did Dalis know our secret cod* of 
fingers r 

Jaska started, and turned a blanched 
face to Sarka. 

"Did be know?" she cried. "Did^ie? 
If be did that proves a suspicion that I 
have entertained since the first m ome n t 
when Dalis swept into the fight, and I 
sensed that alien signals -were being 
flashed back and forthT 

"Flashed back and forth f~ ejaculated 
Sarka. "How do you mean? That 
Dalis was somehow able to cxenrnuni- 
catc with the Moon-men in their own 
language, or through their own sig- 
nals ?~ 

44 TIT HY not ? He knew our secret 
VV code, did he not? I never 
gave it to him. and I know that you 
did not. No. Dalis has some "y«"f. 
never discovered or suspected by you 
Sarkas, whereby be is able to under- 
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stand alien tongues and alien sign 



That means.' said Sarka the Elder 
in a dead voice, 'that by forcing Dalit 
to go out at the hcWd of kit Cent 

"We ba»- ft afU \j^ 'nh i the 

Younger, "placed a dew weapon of 
trtaton in hit hands! Dalit, at the 
very moment of contact with th 
can, loaded with Moon-men. be I 
on their ttgnalt — they must have had 
tome meant of signalling one a n o ther 

and communicated with them in 
their own way! Do you think it pos- 
tible that, with all bit Cent, be may 
go over to the Moon-men. form an al- 
liance with themr"" 

For many m o men ta no one dared to 
anawer the question: yet. from what 
the Sarkat knew of him. it was not 
Ic at all. For Dalit wat the 
egotist always, and never over- 
looked opportunity to gain something 
for himself. 

It wat Jaska who broke the tOt 

"Did you note carefully." she said, 
"those arrears which w - ally 

destroyed by our ray directors and 
atom-ditintcgrstoes K 

The Sarkas nodded 

"Did jrou note that no men. formed 
like oui own. no creatures of any sort 
whatever, fell from the cars?" 

AGAIN the awesome silence, and 
the keen braina of the Sarkas 
wTtstled wit- this vague bint of the 

ur.ci-rv \__ r- 

"You mean, Jj- ' you mean 

"That the occupant a of air can are 
part of the cars, but— Bcingt of the 
' Moon! That they are either metal 
monsters endowed with brains or I 

itures irrevocably attached to the 
cars iluimil' 

how.' said Sarka at last, 'arc 
we to L- ■■ can understand what 

Dalit fright do if the Moon men 
gt* "J*** '°* *" •"'ar.ee with 

^ehem. 1« «a-raty to to w i d e is lan d why 
hit Gent would follow his lead, for 
■ th the M oon forced outward from 
the Earth faster than hit Gent could 



retreat, there it but one direction for 
hit Gent to go toward the Moon I 
They would go to the Moon as captives 
and trust the keen brain of Dabs to 
gain the mastery, sooner or later, vwtt 
the Moon-men. And then. 

"And then— r repeated Sarka the 
Oder. 

"Then. Dalit has already been in- 
spired by the speed with which those 
aircart travel I You will remember 
that be did not take kindly to leaving 
the Earth and making his abode on 
some other planet ! But why could be 
not do so. combine forces and knowl- 
edge with the people of that plan- 
aad then return to Earth in alliance 
with them? — after we have depleted 
our forces by placing a large portion 
of our people on Mara and Venus and 
Saturn r 

"Sarka. my son." said S- ^er. 

"before we cnnijnin with our flight to 
Mars, we must know the truth! We 
■nast s o m e h ow learn exactly wba- 
going on on the Moon! If you could 
reach the Moon, alone, undetected, and 
bring back a report 

FOR a moment he left it there, and 
the faces of all three were gray 
with -worry and abysmal f - . 

'I cant go bodily, father." said 
Sarka at last, "Vat you r < m e mber my 
secret atail dome, to the right of the 
ob ser v a tory, from which I have M 
yet dared caitJrom thit place for h 
that it might cost me my 1 

Sarka the Elder nodded, while Jaska 
looked panted. Another evidence of 
the fact that Sarka had not ahravi 
trusted her. for she knew nothing of 
a secret cut dome. Sarkat eyes, as 
he looked at Jaska. mutely asked her 
forgiveness, which she gave him w 
be r smile. t 

'1 remember, son. and now? 

"Surely it ia worth risking one a life 
to know what new menace looms over 
the children of men!" 

"What is the use of thit h 
' asked Jaska sof • 
It it merely an elaboration of the 
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regular exit don*, nwaisniil with cer- the rye* of the mlrrn tileocopa* picked 
tain pane* of out atom-diMiategra- out and enlarged 



ton. and the principle involved in the extent that the battle turned to ha 

anti-gravitational ovoid*. I *tep into transpiring under the eye* of the b*> 

tbe secret cut dome, garbed for flight holder*. 

Outside, and will mytsJf to appear A terrific jumble, in which Earth- 



bodily in a certain place ' It it in*tan- ling* and aircar* were all 

I ttep into the J ate, for ex- g ether in mad chao*. a (rent mess of 




■■Hill aad will myself to appear wholo> writhing. 

^tpon the Moos, aad there I will ap- flnitc in aiaatu i To the midst of 

were the gigantic aircar*. like 

that during the period of beetle* being bcoet by 

you are invisible TT armies of ants. 
"Yes invisible because non-existent. Then, by the time J 

except for the essential elements of herself in the observatory stop the 





broken down by *lbe secret exit Himalayas, to watch what 

reassembled at the place willed the battle seemed to be ever, 

m their entirety! I can't fly there, for Moon men had won. For the I 

a million eyes would *ec me approach I swung arson d bit ■ tea the myriads of 



I must go in secret, a* a spy. and wear- the Gen* \>f Delia, aad scorned to be 
iag the clothing and insignia of a mens- herding them toward the Moon, as 



ber of the Gen* of Dollar though they were 

Silence in the observatory for a Telepathicaily. Serbs 

brief breathing tpscc. aad then Jaska had been able to catch some heat of 

•poke that toeech out of the books of the thoughts of the Earthliag* U th* 

antiquity, which remain* the classic battle, aad these tht agate hod been 

ration of loyalty. tinged with doubt, fear aad horror, so 

"Whithersoever thou goes*, there that eves thua to receive them, by mesv 

will I go alaoT tal telepathy, was to feel th* sosnag 

From the laboratory came a sudden heat of their fear. 
burst of laughter, the laughter which 



all three recognised a* the l ia ghl i r of f^ OW. ia the 





Dalis: but when they catered the \?% battle ia Space 

place of the Revolving Beryl, there over and the Gens of 

«*• ao one there— aad a feeling of oners, the thought waves wore a© i 

dread, all i*^iaa[i*a*ing held thorn aad a brooding silence took Chair 

thralled for the space of several bean- place. Dalis. the Sarka* 

beat*. Dalis. they knew, was thou- scsscd the power to mask k 

sands of miles away, upon the Moon; for it was a power poa nm d ia 

yet here in the place of the Master moo by all the scientists of 

Beryl they all three had just beard hi* But the common people of hie 

sardonic laugh- did not posse* that 

for the momiai Sarka had forgottaa 

CHAPTER XII an all important something : that, when 

Ashes •/ the Moon 9~£ ~" "^L^LS"' * ^ 

world, they were Milan ifiai to th* 

THROUGH the micro-telescopes will of a common rrnmonlii to 

was possible to see what had they had sworn allegiance. 

after Dalia aad leo mwril If. therefore. Delia could 

of the Gen* of Dalis. For own thoughts from tbo-braia* of mce, 

the Moon, ia spite of the be could also mask the Thnaghn of the 

of the Beryl*.' waa being forced people of hit Gen*, merely by williag 

further and further from the Earth, it ! So Sarka and hi* father aad Jaska 
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caald oot know wbcti.tr the Com of 
goae over in a body with 
in a tract with the people of the 
or whether they were dm! pria- 
>f Dali* and of the Moon-meal 
More than ever wm it necessary for 
aoi ue o n e to somehow reach the Moon 
and make a thorough investigation, 
discover juM what Dalit was doing, 
what awachscf he waa hatching 

The ■ nt done accmed to be 

the maw* 

"You can manage without tne. 
fatherr asked S 

THE elder Sarka nodded. 
'Of the other Spoil ami n of 
Earth, went on Sarka, "I truat Ccrd 
the most Might I auggeat that you 
bring bun here, truat bias in all detail*, 
and let bin take btt place wherever 
possible' Or. better atilL. ke*p Jaaka 
here with you* I I aaay not be 

Vabie to return! Ml try to hod a way. 
jbwt — we can always commaaicatc tele- 
Ththically Jaaka 

"Jaaka." aaid that young lady grim- 
ly. "goea with Sarka wherever Sarka 
(MS) 

"But it aaay mean death! We can 
only guess at the cunning of the Moon 
dweller*! They aaay have been in *e- 
cret am—*. Miration with* Dalia for cen- 
turics! Dalia. who aomtbow discovered 
our aecret faagu code, may alao know 
of the secret exit dome, and the prin- 
ciple upon which it operate*! If he 
doe*, be may know bow to e arn er 
Per hap* that rrpUtna baa Laughter! 
Perhaps he beard and understood every 
d we apoke. bear* and understand* 
word we *pcak now! Who 
' He nvtT wa.t until I 
through the aecret exit 

take it impossible for me to 
ncaraatcd on the Moon— or caac- 
wbcrar "^ 

"No matter." aaid Jaaka softly. 
"wherever Sarka goes, there goes 
Jaaka! It is usclcs* to attempt to dia- 
mc. and u is time yon learned 

r 

la apsnt of Uaaaclf Sarka 



'Don't you thank 

thia new ciptnoroir 



hi* father met hia amile with a aaia 
rical one of baa own. Both men bad 
the same thought . 

"The eternal woman T aaid Sarka the 
Elder. No aaaa baa ever understood 
her— oo man ever will! And ail men 
are ruled by berT 

Sarka shrugged, aad Jaaka spoke 



we tried 



SARKA nodded, and has face waa 
suddenly alight with the (• 
meat which 

"First." 

meats of tbe^Gcns of Dalia for two 
people T 
' J aska smiled. 

"For seeing that we might have aaad 
of such cawjpmraa, I had several caaa- 

■ i w • i.-:r mzc. 1 Ttok 

charge of the Cess of Dalia as its 
Spokesman r 

Two aausatea later, arrayed in the 
green clothing of the House of Dalia. 
swathed in it from neck to toe. wear- 
ing their belts aad the masks whacb 
were necessary to life in apace where 
there waa no atmosphere, the 
topped by the gleaming helmet* i 
ahull pans held, the inawitcaamally 
small aim gravitational ovosda. Jaaka 
aad Sarka enter ed the aecret rsM 

Oa the breast aad back ad each 
showed the yellow star* of the Gee* 
of Dalia. There waa njb hiding' their 
identity otherwise, aad if aay *f the 
Gens aaw them: both would be imme- 
diately recognized — for Jaaka had com- 
the Gee*, and Sarka waa the 
rld*a grtate at scientist, known to 




every 

oa carrying oat tr 

atea. 

.•rxr ~ said Sarka. 
ner door i* closed upon 
bat to press the batten to the nght ' 
of the door. Frcm it whea the light 
beside it glow* red. which will indi- 
cate that we have willed ourselves to 
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THE iutr door clewed upon Sarha had never before rap lamed m ker. 

and Jaaka. and. band m hand, aide They bad need telepathy before, ill 

by aadc. their bodice |lora| wick bai tamrm. Wot they had not cared who 

knowledge of warm, aympnthettc coat- heard— while new eccrecy in all change 

tact, they waited foe a aairaclc which was the praam* imeaiial for ancttem. 

had never before been atltaapttd even foe 

-Arc you afraid, bclovedr queried Wheat he had told her. and ebc re- 

Uik* plied. -1 nndcratand perfcatjy. and it 

-When I am with you." the amid aecana awite caey.' they turned and 

aoftry. "I have no fear ~ eorvcyed the kieiiaa . eat wf which. 

"Then face the outer door, and will by thi* new miracle of the aacin cast 

to fo wberrrer I will to take yonf dome, they bad Cnon at d to th* face of 

S»<J< by cade. band ia btnii at ill. they the Moon, 

faced the enter door, and Sarha Away acr 

willed: world*, its 

'Let n> apetar tofether ia a deemed viaiblc to the two. they 

cnot, within eight bwt anaeew. of the and identify the wort 

Moon crater from which thoac aircnrs they had came. Sew* t 

were cent againet oaf" tkiaaacliia etaadmg on the Moan, they 



and Jaaka acood cade by cade had come wan the 

in a deaoUte capenae war hi an raa rl by cnlmrfcd. Jt iiiamd inrrtifitilf that 

bjrak wad appalling nmani of fro- they had came ao la* aa the rwmklmg 

tcaone akapr. in a light chat wae of an eye; bet chat 



tudry. awcaoaacly blue. Their feet proved by the fact of thear p biiical 
were iniioihli. deeply r ea ttd ia tome pee mne e 
aoft. hnc cnatenal which loaned like "Look. Jaaka r nud Sarha 




After a rwtft fiance atiaad to ace it were mhxe inwder 
if aaytkinf lived or mored aa tkia ew- 

fml llriaTrru~. Snrka attipid and npHEY atared at the frame circule* 

dippcd ap aamc of the fine ataS with JL yellowiak name that ha potatad 

hi* finger*, to ot he d it to ku lip*, one and Sarha. m l wa y » the 

whoae atienee waa one ed 

TH E material aeemed to be hnc bene tried to eati 

aabea. and ear bio toafwe it had a Earth a aurface. the glow wan. 

He peered at Jaaka. 'Jaaka.* he amid again, that flew 
were finning with cscite- cornea ant of Che heart of the Cena 
lipa were parted with an- area which Dalai ruled! And an one 
awl inatantry he e pen ed a live* there, aance Doha' Coma new ant 
with her to do battle I That a why we did oat 
-We moat lank with each other know of it before we left I That flew. 
telepathicaUy. bat do net apeak with aomebew. beloved, ia che caaac of the 
aae until I have explained en yea bow u o t amd- f ieni ib i M a rt i journey of the 
to maek your Ifctatkl* from all per- Moon! Firm we muat locate the Moanv 
aona mere the one with whom yon hold aource. of the flew, and n ad ir at in- 
con* .-at. I love yon I Second, capable of further for ciaf itmetf away I 
let an ate if. eearchinf the thy. we can Foe do you reeluc that, anleae we do 
wad the Earthf* ao. we will never afmm aee hoaatr* 

la a few brief, highly technical Jaaka amid i 

word*. Sarha told hie beloved how to troubled far a 

talk with haw » the manner which he amiled 
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*Wlit care I if I become a prisoner 
os the Moon, if you are with me?" 

Sarka was just now realising the 
wonder of this raven-haired woaaaa 
whom, knowing b«r for half a c anity 
as h« had. be had jest known ao little 
after alL 

"If we seen in danger of discovery. 
Jaska." he aaid to her. "drop down in- 
stantry into the ashes, foe if we axe 
discovered^ Da lis. . . ." 

He left it there and. with a deep in- 
take of breath, started away for the 
nearest and highest hill. They desired 
to walk, yet found walking »*—"*— im- 
possible, as they could not keep their 
feet on the ground save by the exercise 
of a really incredible effort of will 
So. despairing of keeping their feet in 
contact with the ashes, they new just 
abo-re them, beading for the near s at 
Moo a in j ndge. 

IN the strange light, which was 
oddly like moonlight in some 
panted desert of Earth, shapes were 
distorted sad 
colors were raw. 
distances that seemed but a step re- 
quired hours to traverse. 

-r and anon, ao they traveled they 
looked back up at the Earth which was 
their boms. It stUl was 
though plainly smaller with 
and foe a tame Sarka's heart misgave 
him. bat be only clasped tight* the 
band of Jaska and moved on. 

They were ;ust at .be base of the 
first hill, which had now Income a 
of gloomy, forbidding 
they bad 

of the laughter of 
of jackals of the 
olden times, the humming of a million 
Beryls revolving at top speed, and a 
•trident barring such aa neither had 
ever beard. 
Had they been discovered? WatvtJhe 
a warning? They could not 
bat as they stared at the I 
of the bill, two long, snaky, waving 
things appeared above the crest, un- 




dulating, waving to and fro. aa though 
questing foe something. They crouch e d 
low in the white ashes at the hoot of 
the mountain, and watted, scarcely 

CHAPTER XIII 
The Ltuur Cava* 

T^OR a long time Sarka and Jaska 

like sentinels, lis- 



tening to the strange discord which 
seemed to emanate from behind the 
hill at whose base they 

"Lookr said Sarka at last. 
a glial the aky. beyond and btl w tca 
those two waving tentacles! Note 
that column of light, scarcely lighter 
than the light which surrounds it 
everywhere? It looks like a 
column just lighter than 
around if. yet so little lighter that you 
have to watch closely to sec it at all *" 

Jaska stared foe all of a minute, be- 
fore she thought back her ana - 
tee it," she said. 

"Now now whether it goes, as it 
reaches outward into Space f" 

Jaska followed the mighty height of 
the thing, outward and outward, and 
then gasped. 

'Sarka." she said, "its and tone boa 
the Earth in the very heart of that 
strange glow we spoke about f" 

"Exactly r And people of Earth 
know n o th i n g about it. because it is 
ubte to them! It is only from 
Outside that the glow it makes against 
the Earth is visible I If we can divert 
ita direction, or render it useless la any 
way. the Moon will no longer be th r ust 
away by its force f" 

A paase of iradeciaion. then Sarka 

the., M iji.r 

"Let us go. Jaska I Keep behind me. 
right on my better 

Slowly, fighting against srwarthinf 
that s eeme d dciersaiacd to pull, or 
bawl, them outward from the surface 
of the Moon with each forward move- 
ment they' made, they essayed the aide 
of the hill, pausing at the end of what 
seemed like hours in a son of hollow 
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H**t large cnoug h to ouik their bodies 
and stared over its edge into one of 
the crater* of the Moon. Out of the 
depths of that enter came the discor- 
dant sounds, which now were almost 
deafening, and oat of that crater 
too came the ataooat invisibly. bluish 
cesowan whose outer up touched the 
Earth 

RIGHT before them, so close that 
they alJ but rested in tta shadow, 

testacies moving to and fro as though 
wafted into motion by some vagrant 
brecsc Bat siacc neither Sarka nor 
Jasha could feel the brecse. Sarka 
knew that it was life which caused the 
waving motion of those tentacles of 



-Note." be said to Jaeka. that there 
is a nnjr trapdoor in the bottom of the 
aircar. and that— the thine rests on a 
kalf-doscri of those tentacles f" 

"1 see," came Jaaha s reply. 

Jaaha went on: 

'Note the gl taming thing on the 
groin d. right below the aircar? I 
wonder what it 

They studied the thing there, which 
seemed to be a huge jewel of some sort 
that glittered bsicfully in the eery 
light of the Moon It was. perhaps, 
twice the siae of an average man'* 
torso, and was almost exactly cubical 
in shape. As Sarka studied the thing, 
be sensed that feeling flowed out of it 
—that the cube, whatever it was. was 
alive ! 

He tore bis glance away from it. and 
realised that he icteanp liable 1 the feat 
with a distinct effort of will — as 
though the cob* had willed to bold his 
enew be was there Hit eyes, 
peering Ar c— a* the fcancr slope of the 
crater — which dipped ewer, some bsnv 
drcde of feet down, and phingnl down- 
ward to some un kno wn de pth noted a 
flat stone, off to bis right: and 
the rim of the crater be counted 
a foil nsaadred of the sircars, all with 
rata* lea waving as if they be- 
to 



BELOW 
them and strained hie eyes to 
make out details, be caught the baleful 
gleam of other cubes like the irst be 
had seen. The aircar*, it s eemed , 
were either sentinels, at the Up of the 
crater, or were the dwelling places of 
sentinels— and the cubes were those 
sentinels! 

It seemed absurd, but it came to 
Sarka in a flash that that waa the an- 
swer, and bis eyes came back to the 
nrst cube, because it waa nearer and 
more easy to study 

"I will not be sw aye d by the will of 
the thing. - Sarka told himself 'Nor 
will I allow it to analyse me I Jaaha, 
do you do likewise F" 

Beside bun, J a ska shivered He 
turned to look at her. Her face waa 
coldly white, and her eyes were big; 
with terror and fascination as aha 
stared at that nrst cube, resting so 
balcf ully there under the nrst aircar. 

He shook her. and she meant to 
bring her eyes to ha* with a temnc. 
will -straining effort. 

'Look-at mef" be told her. telepsth- 
ically. "Keep your eyes on me. for to 
look at the cube spells danger P 

But his own eyes went back to the 
thing, and he studied it closely A 
cold chill raced through his body aa ha 
noted that ita gleam wa 
dull fading slowly oat. It 1 
brightly st nrst. and now waa l osi n g its 
■aim, fading away to urvisibiliry He 
thought he should be able, regardless 
of gleam or color, to see tta outline; 
but its outline, too. mnif to be be- 
ing faint.' i nd is t i nct . 



THEN, in a tr • • 
a feeling of 
pclling than he bad 
coursed through the 
Where bad the cube 



known before. 

Ml of Sarka. 

' What 



it' What waa its pur pos e ? He tore 
ma. away from she apot where he 
had Last seen it, and stared away to the 
shadow beneath the se c on d neare< 
car. where be had glimpsed another of 
the cubes. 
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The cube there, too. was t tiling 
-St/ha* Sarka! Lookfumctobu 
brain the fnoughta of J 

Svki turned and stared M hex. and 
.ng «>' '*** for which he could not 
account at alfeook fast hold of him. 
The eyes of Jaaka. wide aad staring at 
they had been wbea be coaaaaaaded her 
■ away from the cube under the 
air car. were staring at that flat, table- 
rock, off to hia right. 
There, ahnoat in the center of the 
rock, a gleaming something waa taking 

Just a dull apot, in the ; 
of the yellow glow; then the fee ginning 
of the outline of a cube. Then, all at 
once, the cube itaclf. gleaming and 
baleful I 

Sarka gaaped in terror He had teen 
the cube vanish,- its glow disappear. 
here it waa. ahnoat close 
to touch, on a rock beside bran, 
baleful aa before I That 
it waa the same cube he had seen 
the first aircar. he s om eh ow 
without being told. That it waa a sen- 
tient thing he also knew, for now there 
waa no mistaking the fact that, but for 
the presence in the little hollow of 
Jaaka and Sarka. the cub* would not 
have moved. 

SWIFT aa light. Sarka's right hand 
darted to his belt, where h.» ray 
hw should be nestled igaiaat has 
of it. Aad with has fust move- 
the che's brilliance vanished ta- 
itty. the cube disappeared, aad ap- 
peared again right before the face of 
Sarka. so close be could touch it' Yet 
he dad not turn the ray director 
agaiaat it, nor did he extend hia hand 
to touch the thing— because be waa 
■i to do so! 
Even aa the cub* ap p ear e d before 
hit eyes, thrice baleful aad menacing 
in its close proximity, his eyes darted 
rock, where the 

"Great God. JaskaT he seat mea- 
taily. "what does it ov 

~~ i ac*e. aa* answered bravery hack, 
'arc htooa soldi era! Aad. 



not to appear furtive, we are 

sr 

Still Sarka made no move while 
other gleaming cubes appeared on the 
flat rock. Five other cubes appeared 
beside the first, at the rim of the hollow 
b held the forms of Jaaka aad 
The cubes- »ere closing oa 
them, oddly like a squad of Earthltags 
in the oldest tame*, advancing by r us h es 
againat aa catrcached enemy! 

The burring sound which they had 




teaers, i 

again** their very 
•*tng seat to I 
and forth I 
men about 

■light i at idea bow to 
know whether aa aiavaui 
of them, or what the a 
a bo ut them! 

Saacc there waa nothing else to da, 
they lay there, hands clasped, aa chil- 
dren in the dark clasp w »*^ t *. aad wait- 
ed for what aught transpire. 

SUDDENLY the discord from the 
inside of the crater erased, aad all 
waa still while it came to Sarka that 
the cube men who stood before ham 
pan ta grim communication ■ 
something invisible to Sarka aad J I 
som e bo d y, perhaps, deep ia the bowels 
of the Moon, over inside the crater 

They knew, those two. that the cabe- 
soldiers were reporting their 

; that the 
ta listen, aad that 
within a few mcsmati their fate waa Id 
be decided. What should they do? 
Ia has hand Sarka held h<i 

ar, with which be knew be could 
blast oae ar all of the cubes 
But stall he held 
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A burst. Iron the depth* of the 
crater, of tor domic laugh v 

"DalisT said Sarka. and sacred. 
While Sarfca moved. Jaska held fait to 
hi* arm. Caating her fear to the winds, 
fJK»MM because of the laughter of 
Mlia. Sarka thrust bia rajr director 
bock into hit belt and Mood upright. 

Bending ever he seised the fcrst of 
the gleaming cubes and hurled it over 
the edge of the crater, uw it atart 
pi— — illnif down. But even before it 
fell out of sight within the crater iu 
had dulled until it was almost 
Bating as 
time. Sarka 
caught ep cube after cube and hurled 
them all after the nret- 

OUT of the crater there came no 
sound of heavy ob;eeti striking, 
though Sarka felt there should here, 
for the cubes were almost as heavy aa * 

his hair ilmnst stood on cad 

as he haet. for under that first 

aj. where be had tret seen it. the 

initial cab* srsa again gleam ng into 

bfel 

The thing had dissolved while being 
burled over the rum. and reformed in 
it. proper place, its station as silent 
scmtsncl uarlrr the afansj ' 

them, were indeed seats- 



to injure. 
Though ma force had been used igiimst 
Sarka and Jaska. Sarka had the feeling 
that they were fisarrlamv and that her* 
on the edge of a crater of the Moon 
awful force* were being mustered 
against them. Mustered slowly, slug- 
gishly, yet surely, as though the 
' > which mustered then* knew 



Aa for Jaska. she merely clung to 
Sarka and waited — trusting him aa 

flUttCT Wmwatt swswsXaM watwawamOtf C 

On a blind chance. Sarka brought eat 
hit ray director again, turned its 
mosaic toward that invisvhry brat col- 
swan, pressed with his angers, 
the director back and forth. 



it. and noted 
« the Earth, 
|MmYJ 



Inatamcly the blue 
brash short oB. while the 
port woo started racing 
the Earth. Sarka 
that the yellowish 
even as he watched, 
disappearing! 

-If the ray will smash the baa* col- 
umn. Jaska." he said, "it will alao de- 
stroy iu source I Come ! We will go 
look for i 

And. holding her hand tightly, he 
rose to his feet and strode boldly 
the inner slope of the vast crater 

CHAPTER XIV 
The Crater Gnomes 




IT seemed to Sarka. as he 
down the inner slope of the era 
that the cubes were 
amort of hum, 
no hint of 
bltag laughter emanated from i 

Bat. shutting his lips gnaaly. 
tag fast to Jssaa's hand, he 
on. r taenia 1 the lower rmrti— ef the 
inner slope, where it drooped 
a irr— lag black abyss, 
keeping to a safe speed becaaae of the 
fact that both he and Jaska were at- 
tired for movement ia the sir— chough 

could scarcely be called flying. 

The anti-gravitational frvossw ssas- 
ply len d er a d ineffectual the law of 
gravity 

Down they d r opp e d, endlessly it 
seemed, while sll about them, growing 
gradually, a bluish glow began to aaske 
itself manifest. Sarka turned sad 
leaked at the face of Jaska. and mated 
that it—all her being— was glowing 
with this strange radiance. 

He smiled at her. and she mailed 
bech. 

I.ooaiag down now. to what 
still a vast depth, they could see 
moving. 

about a great circular cone, oat of the 
depths of which B 
bluish rnlaaan whose outer up 
the Earth. 
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SOME inner mm warned Sarka not 
to teach that column, or to permit 
Jaska to do to They dropped** 
h e aide it. while Sarka, for no 
that he could tttirn. once more took 
ray director in hi* free hand and 
held it in readme**. It seemed ao tinr 
and (utile — ao foolish (or two people. 

very heart of-,an alien world, against an 
.aasHiiua enemy, armed with auch a 
tinjr weapon. Two people against un- 
garsssd myriads, whoae very nature 
aa enigma, eren to larJ 
Cloaer now appeared the bottom of 
the -nose floor ai 1—1 rl to be 

covered with something that looked 
like blue sand, or rock. From thie 
bluish aahatarKe the flow which 
bathed the two Earthlmgs seemed to 

The funnel of the crater had now 
given away to the aaantaaitira of apace, 
in all direct! ana, aad the cold of out- 
aide waa being replaced by a warmth 
which promised soon to be even un- 
comfortable. 

Then, without a y*x. the two landed 
at the bottom of the crater, side by 
aide, close enough almost to that g- 
cone to touch it. Out of the cone came 
stkoj Mauaw CsnsVJBBj 1 Buaot -; thr -_,,.-. 
the funnel down which the two had 

lightly dropped aad the motion of 

the — whatever it «aa — waa accom- 
panied by a round ainaaiag sound, like 
that of a distant waterfall 

They paused there, in amaacment. 
-g stock of their surrwaarlingi 
Huge tunnel*, whose roofs were loot to 
invisibility in the bluish hare, whose 
ould only be guessed at. 
reached off in ail direction* At far as 
the two could tell they were the only 
living aoula within the crater, though 
both knew be* 

Sarka had the feeling, aad he knew 

Jaska shared it with him. that ami 

crable eyes were s tu d p in g them, in- 
intellects were cataloguing 
Aad somehow he sensed the 
lomewhere near, of the • 
tor !>*'..» ' 



THEN that discordant sound again, 
breaking so swiftly that it fell 
upon the eardrums of Sarka and Jaska 
like the crack of doom. Out of the 
many tunnel*, from all directions, came 
hord es of beings which would have 
made the nightmares of Paracelsus 
first of the scientist* of Earth — pale to 



had written and illustrat- 
ed his nightmare* Had hinted of 
strange acts of flesh-grafting— aa the 
grafting of legs on the head of man. 
He had spoken, and written lb eat, 
ghastly operation*, from which men 
came forth as part men. part spidct 
part men. part scorpion*, dog*, cat*, 
crocodile*. . . . 

Sarka thought, aa hit mind went 
back to those ancient hooka of his 
people in which still rrmsiaul vestiges 
of the theories of Paracelsus, that 
somehow, in his dream*. Paracelsus 
must have visited the craters of the 
Moon. 

These people . . if they could be 
called people. . . . 

They had bead* like the head* of 
Earthlings, bread-domed of brow, lack- 
ing ryr lashes or lids, so that their eyas 
were perpetually staring. They pos- 
sessed no bodies at all. and their leg*, 
thin and attenuated to the aire of the 
wntts of average men. seemed to sup- 
port the' missive heads with difficulty! 

Prom all directions they rami, look- ( 
ing like spiders such aa Sarka the First 
had described to Sarka. when Sarka 
had been a mere boy. They came on 
the floor, out of the tunnels: they 
dropped from the walla of the tunnel*. 
and down from the invisible roof*, 
landing on the floor a* lightly aa feath- 
ers — and all co n v erge d on Jaska and 
Sarka. 

They Miami to have no fear at all. 
but only a vast curiosity 

Closer and cloaer they 



JASKA S grip tightened on the hand 
of Sarka. for one of the creatures, 
with a spidcriah leap, had jumped upon 
her. fastening iu legs in her tight-fit- 
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Ik tang. Ma face 
r two of tar*. Hi* lid- 
iing. stared deeply 
tanw her* 

Others jumped as beside the fcrst, 
and still other* clansbcred over Sarka. 
-nil both Sax kj and Jaaka were cow- 
ersts by ttanv'.ikc beetles attacked by 
strange gaasnclike 
did not fear 
igcr*. appa r ently saeant tl 



1 





Then, after a thorough e ct u tin y. be- 
gan the scran f fit talking tar ha tad 
rrer beard.' The crater -Gnomes s ct mtd 
to coanassnicate by making strange 
crocking loans'* with their tongues, 
sound ■ which sin unenusical and dis- 
cordant, and ■hiili. aa the Cnoict who 
stood back f roas the**, b eca us e already 
the two were covered until no m ar t 
coo Id cling to Jaata or Sarka, joined in 
the speech — sooejsted in the cavern to 
a east crescendo of aoo nd . 

Sarka knew ihen that this waa the 
so—* 1 which tad come out to theaa 
while they crouched at thornier rwa 
These were people of the Moon : hut if 
those were Moon asen. what, or 
MM those gleansing cubes? 



itely the Cn oases which 
to Jaska 
and scuttled 
the myriads that 
The? did not 
these Earthhngs. but they 
ally clever in compr e hending the i 
ing of gesture* , 

-Hold fast to sac/ Jaata." 
Saria toward her — and wondered 
aa the Gapes n metintry ceaaed their 
r barking sosjndo— "for I ass going to 
try aa espcrimer • 

Holding her hand still, he turned and 
strode straight towart 
out of which rose the 

Instantly the Gnomes broke 
frightful clucking of tongues, a 
that mounted to i n ilnasi la taking 
"■ a trie 
s get 1st* 
in between aavua and Che cease* \ 
So eager were they to hai 
progress that they stood I 
other, until the depth of 
tall as Sarka an 

Yet. though they plainly 
Sarka:' Toa most not 
cone." they did not seam to be angry 
- 





"Stand perfectly still.' 
tally admonished Jaata. "they appar- 

lowed his thought to reach any bat 
Jn.i ret instantly the discordamt 
ttwsHU ceaaed. and the Crionses were 
quiet, as though they politely li st e nt d 

*.z iXKor.f •»*". o ha*, rr.'^rr- Bgaa BSSSn\ 

fuj whose interruption they rcsen***X 




w: 



'ONDER1NG bo* 'tare 

would regard his action. Sarin 
reached forth and attacked away the 

Jaata. and placed tarn gently on the 
ground The thing merely stared at 
Sarka with his lidless eye*, as th ou gh 
wondering at Sarka * m e an in g. Then 
hs* npc which ingular. rather 

straight at those of Earth ling*. 
clacking 



INSTANTLY be detected a 
ing ea gerne ss in the renewed thjcb 
ing of tongue*, while the Gnomes raced 
•head, behind, all ah a at the two", caper- 
ing like pet an inn is. sh o wi ng these 
stranger* the way rata the tunnel 

Aa they entered it. Sarka tried to 
discover whence came the bluish glow. 
The Boor seemed to be of bluish sand- 
stone, though hs color, ton. might have 
I by the glow It 



-•g nut on the cheeks of larks 
Whence came the glow > Apparently 
from the very walla g.f the tunnel, or. 
its roof: but surely from scen t ab ut . 
surely from some secret place, whence 
it was d in " sa i d all over 
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"And Jaaka.- said Sarka. "the Moon. 
according to my father* researches, it 
literally honeycombed with crater* like 
this ©neT 

Again, a* be thought, that strange, 
s adden cessation of the clocking of 
the Goonv bn were they lead- 

ing then? It waa plain to be *cea that 
the Gnomes were beadinf for some 
destination, almost herding Sarka and 
Jaaka toward it. Capering creature*, 
who behaved witleaaly. yet were far 
from witless. If Sarka were not aadly 
mistakes, these were Moon-men and 
women, too. perhaps, since be could not 
tell the aea of them and tboac { learn- 
ing cubea were their outer guards, pcr- 
hapa slave* 

If the cubea were really of metal— 
they bad felt warm to Sarka t touch- 
then these Moon -men had gone further 
in science than Earthliags. aa they had 



with intelligence 
for them to pcrf 
etrtljr of their 



idjltly advanced 
actions indepe n d- 
ra' will*. 



SARKA. too, was r tmca a btr inf an- 
other thing: that be had touched 
one of these Gnome*, to remove it from 
Jaaka— and had felt a di*tinct shock 
that waa patently electrical I 

The bluish glow waa increasing, be- 
f I—ling, more aoft and mellow, shading 
gradually into golden, aa they advanced 

shading 'till aa they preceded until 
it waa almoat white, almoat blinding, in 
its radiance. 

Then, of a sodden, the clucking of 
the Gnome* ended, and the creatures 
censed their capering, fell into aoaat 
thing that might have been an ordered 
military formation, and with Jaska and 
Sarka in the midst of them, 
straight toward a broad expanse of the 
tnancl wall, in the face of which ap- 
peared three long line*, deeply cart in 
the shape of a triangle 

The Gnome who had firat leaped 
Jaaka advanced to the walL 
■ hi* face almoat against the 
lower line of the triangle, and remained 
there, intently staring, while the other 



Gw om i s remained 

Stronger and stronger appeared the 
blinding light. Slowly the inner por- 
tion of the triangle began to give in- 
ward, like a door. And out of the open- 
ing came that blinding radiance. 

As the triangular door stood entirely 
open. Sarka and Jaaka stood in thun- 
derstruck silence, staring like people 
bereft of their sense*. For there, 
standing in the opening, the now white 
radiance itself a mantle to cover her. 
waa a woman, —clothed save for the 
radiance, who might have been of the 
Earth, save that she was snore tiaarti 
ful than any wom an of Earth. 

Beside her the radiant beauty of 
Jaaka paled, became wan and sickly. 

But Sarka noted immediately her 
eye*, whose depth* bewildered, amaicd 
him. For in them be could see no ea- 
no feeling, bat only abysmal 
rlry. That she waa Sarka s master, 
and Jaaka a master, and master of all 
these Gnome*, became instantly ap- 
parent foe tclcpethicaJly she addressed 
Sarka 

"I am busy now. The Mooo- people 
will hold you prisoners in the Place of 
the Blue Light, until I am ready to 
give "you to the Conef" 

CHAPTER XV 
The Place ©/ the Blot Light 



SO the Gnomes were Moon-people. 
masters of the Mooo cube* I And 
picjplt and cubes were ruled by a 

r-irth 1 

The Gnomes tok them back the way 
they had come. 

Where. Sarka wondered, were the 
the Gens If Dali*> And 
Dal is himself I Sarka M 
sure that, in those first discords which 
bad come out of the crater, he had 
beard at least a bint of the laughter of 
Dana 

And this woman clothed in radiance 
—n bo was she f And what ? That she 
was a creature of the Moon, and yet 
rmantihri la all ways a ■a aa s a el 



moved p eons * of 
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Earth, im that the «u more beanti- dear white, m in the case of the 

ful than any woman Sarka bed ever doer, bat deeply, coldly bbjc For the 

seen, rnatd ilannet irafnaaihli to be- nrst time the Gnomes need force with 

here. Yet he had area her. So had their prisoners, thus proving to theaa 

Jaaka, and aa Sarha and Jaaka. with the that they were indeed prisoners. Their 

capering Criosaia atili about them, tiny leet caught at Sarka and at Jaaka. 

were led away to a fate at which they and forced them through the door. 

could ooljr guess, Saxka woodcrcd at which swung abut behiad theaa. 

Jaaka'* aileoce and at the strange Lack Sarka looked at Jaaka who. ia thio 

of expression oo her face. strange oew tight, had taken oa the 

He pressed her head, but >maeau» color of indigo, aad smiled at her. 
the failed to return the pre ss ur e, nays- She did Dot rttura hi aaulc. but her 
tiffing more than ever. This audd ea eyes looked deeply, somewhat sorrow- 
coldness waa not like Jaaka. fully, into hie. Aa though the aakad 

Back they went through the vast hiaa a natation be could aot under- 

cavern where the cone of the b Uriah stand, to which he could therefore grre 

Sarka moved aa cloec to the coae aa the 

Gnomes would permit, aad peered up OARKA waa now c patio— of the 
along the mighty length of the column. O fact that the heat of their priaoa 
At iu tip waa still the Earth, like a house ihoat character they did aot 
viewed from the bottom of a deep aa yet know w aa becoming i ha oat on- 
well bearable. They were alone, too. for the 
Smaller, too. it seemed, which proved Gnome* had aot catered the door of 
that Sarka** breaking of the blue triangle Sarka partially r em ov e d aia 
ruli— a had been bat momentary, that life anni. and. tearing the atmosphere 
the rati— ri had almost instantly re- of the place, found it capable of being 
gained its contact with the Earth, breathed without the mask He aig- 
What waa its source, what the coaapo- nailed mentally to Jaaka to remove her 
titioa of the column? mask, and when the girl had done so 

he took bar in hi* arms and based her 

AT the momen t there could be no on the bps- 

answer to the Qu esti o n . Now the She accepted his caress, bat did ant 

Gaoaaea were escorting them into an- return H. and her eyes still peered 

other tunnel, whose glow was even deeply Into has. 

saner than that which the two had ea- "Well beloved." he amid. 1 am tcr- 

penenced in the other tunnels. And ribry sorry. But I did not want you to 

the deeper they penetrated, the more cease., because I was airaid that town 

distant from the cavern of the Cone, thing of thie sort would happen.' 

the deeper in color became that Light. She did not answr 

Pinaily the Gnome who had men- "What is it. Jaakar he aaid at Last, 

tally asked prrwaeaina of the Radiant "What did yea think of that 

Woman to show her Jaaka aad Sarka women r she asked softly, 

passed before another expense of wall. "Beautiful f" be aaid eotauataallrally. 

identical in appearance with that of 'Fearfully beautiful I But did you see 

the wall of the triangle from which her eye*? She had no more mercy in 

the Radiant Woman bad appeared. her heart than if she were made of 

Thii tunc the Gnome managed in- atone t And she hated u* both the mo- 

gress by a strange clucking sound, with ment she saw usf" 

hie triangular tips held close to the "And you. Sarka— did you hate her. 

base -lint of the triangle. too f* 

Now the door swung open ; but the Sarka stared at ber. not 

radiance which now came out waa not ing. 
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"I feeL" be Mid. "thai if »t are ever 
to escape her. we must kill Wr, or rea- 
der her incapahle of retaining oaf" 

Then, of her own accord. Jatka 
placed her arms around Sarka. and 
gave him her lip* Her new behavior 
was as incomprehensible to Sarka a* 
her former enigmatic csprrsssoa had 
been. Wive in the way* of science 
Sarka. but he knew nothing of 
I 



NOW. hand in hand again, they be- 
gan a survey of their prison 
h o u s e . The bluish glow was unbear- 
able to the eye*, and tear* came unbid- 
den and ran down the cheek* of the 
prisoners. In a minute or two. { 
ration was literally bathing the bodies 
of the two After a ancttisasHtg ex- 
change of glances. Sarka swiftly di- 
vested himself of his costume, •trip- 
ping down to the gray toga of Earth s 
man bond With a shrug, Jaska re- 
moved her clothmg to her own toga, 
and the two suits Sarka carried under 



They started ahead, exploring, then 
sprang back with a cry. of frrght 
Sarka did not know whether it was 
Jaska or himself who had cried out; 
for just as they moved forward, a rent 
op ene d in the floor at their feet, and 
their eyt* for a moment — they could 
stand no longer — peered into a binary 
flaming •byss which, save for the color. 
resssnded Sarka of the word pictures 
of Hell be had read in Earth's books 
of antKru.' 

As the two stepped back, the n 
the floor closed instantly. Sarka had 
noted where the end of it had been. 
sad started to detour, his eyes on the 
floor 

Over to his left the bluely glowing 
wall reached up to invisible imrr- 
But as he would have pissed along the 
wall, the rent opened again, effectually 
barring his way. 

Beyond the rent he could see a vast 

continuation of the cavern, and he felt 

could they only pass the rent, 

they might reach a place where the 



heat was not so unbearable, and they 
could stay and talk in comfort. 

RELEASING Jaska. he stepped 
hack and prepared to leap the 
spot where the rent had been High he 
jumped, and far. surprised at the 
length of his own leap. He lanrlrrl 
lightly, far beyond the area where the 
rent had been, and even as he lanilad. 
a rent opened again at bis feet, thus 
tually barring further progress f ,> 

'It could just as easily' he told I 
self, "have opened under my feet, 
d ro pp ed me into the abyss f" 

From behind him came the sudden 
sound of screaming He whirled to 
look back, to see Jaska standing there, 
arms outstretched toward him. her eyes 
with with fear and horror, and aa he 
stood watching, she raced to bias, un- 
mindful of abysses that might open 
under her feet, and flung herself into 
his arms. 

'Come bsckr she moaned. 'Came 
back I Don't you see? Tory don't 
wish you to explore further I We are 
in their power, and must sxsspty await 
their pleasure, whoever or whatever 
they arc I They see all we doT 

So they turned back, and stood 
against the door which held them pris- 
oners ; and the beat of the place s tcsus d 
to enter into them, to gnaw at their 
very vital* After a tune Sarka found 
himself almost tearing at his throat, 
fighting for breath, 

GASPING, the tears bathing their 
cheeks until even, their tears and 
their perspiration would flow no more, 
they huddled now just inside the mas- 
arm* about each other, 
prayed for death. Sarka 
at least prayed for deathT'for both of 
them: but Jaska prayed for a way of 
deliverance, prayed that herself and 
Sarka might s o meho w win free, and be 
together again. 

Sarka. who knew little of 
marveled at the grandeur of her 
age. and wondered that he really 
this radiant woman so little He 
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his Bind with the wv 
who had ordered 

ad it caeae to 
mil perfection, all ten- 
while the Radiant 
• monster, without soul 
a creature of horror 
who Mocked Cod with her outward 
seeming of pcrfection. 

Jaaka read hit thoughts, aad smiled 
wantjr to heraelf. aad Sarka wondered 
bow. suffering aa be knew she must be 
suffering, she could had the courage 
to smile 

Then, for a time, the two became 
comatose, mastered by the blue beat. 
and in dreamlike imaginings wandered 
in strange fields which could only, to 
these two. have been racial memories, 
since neither bad ever seen such he Ida. 
There were cool streams, all a-mursaar, 
aad breeres which cooled their sun- 
tanned cheeks. Water touched their 
tongues, aad cooled their whole bodies 
as they gratefully imb i bed it. 

IN their wanderings, in which Sarka 
wm a faoa aad Jaaka a nymph, 
they talked together in a language 
which only these two 1 1— awihrauli A — a 
Language which dealt ia figures of 
speech, a language which depeaded 
upon handclasp* for periods, glance* of 
the eye* for commas, aad the tinging 
of their hearts for complete under- 
•tandiag. 

Thea a cool breere. cool by compari- 
son, careased their pain-dutorted 
cheek*, aad the Gnomes came in. found 
thea* lying there, aad clucked endless- 
ly as though wondering what to do 
with them. 

From hand to tiny band, their feet 
serving as bands, the Gnomes passed 
garment*— garment* of the Gens of 
Dalit, and clothed again the two whom 
the Place of the Blue Light had all but 
•lain. Of that ghastly experiment 
Sarka retain**! but oae real 



bluiah light of the Cone, which be had 
brakes ap f or a brief moment by the 
use of his ray director. Was this 
bluiah light in the abyss the source of 
the light ia the Cone? If oae were to 
destroy it at its source. . . . 

The two regained caaecioaaaess 
completely as the triangular doer 
dosed behind Sarka aad Jaaka aad the 
Gnome*, aad they were taken lata the 
refreshing coolness of the tunnel, led 
back again ia the direction of the room 
where they had area the Radiant 

i that they were clothed ia new 
clothing, aad a shy blush tinged the 
checks of Jaaka as her eyes met those 
of Sarka. 



radiance behind the 



That bluish light, ia the midst of the 
•by**, shifting aad swaying like blue 
serpents s nins n i is g ia Hades . . . that 



THIS time they entered the 
chamber of ra ' 
first triangular door, 
to 'their knees to do obe isa nce to the 
Radiant Woman, who sat aa a 
ing yellow stone for dais! The i 
who forced Sarka aad Jaaka to their 
knees, were clothed ia the grata of the 
Gees of Delia, aad Delia himself, has 
face stern, but bearing no sign of rec- 
ognition of these two. stood at the 
right hand of the Radiant Women I 

"You came to us as spies," the 
thought of the Radiant Woman im- 
pinged upon the brains of Sarka and of 
Jacks, "aad aa salts you should be 
given to the Cone. But if you swear 
eternal allegiance to me. to obey me ia 
all things, to forego your allegiance to 
Earth, your lives will be spared I What 
say your 

Baldly Sarka stared Into the a banal 
opaque eyes of the ■ ca se Thea his 
glance went to the face of Delia. 

-What." he asked boldly, in the lan- 
guage of Earth, "does the traitor Delia 
aayr 

"I hare sworn allegiance to Luar. 
who s dd rr seet you. and am her ally in 
all things! I hare but one addition to 
make to what the says: Jaaka belongs 
(•Mi- 
lan sadden leering grin of Delia was 



ASTOUNDING STORIES 



Sarka peered at Jaaka. framing hi* 
■wwn. But Jaska spoke first. 

'For myself. O Dalis." she amid 
iw;ftljr. "I can awn in but one way. 
Return me to the Place cf the Bloc 
Light, and forget roe there T~ 

Sarka ami led. while hi* heart leaped 
with joy. 

"And I. O Luar.' he said mrataUy to 
the Radiant Woman, "prefer death 
- . Jaska. at the Place of the Blue 
Light, than life aa a traitor to the 
world of say nativity r* 

Instantly Luar began the ducking 
sound which was the Language of the 
Gnomes, at the same time allowing her 
thoughts as she spoke to im pres s them- 
selves upon the brains of the prisoners. 

Take them away I Take them to the 
Cavern of the Cone, and when they 
have suffered as much aa suc h inferior 
beings are capable of suffering, thrum 
them into the base of the Concf* 

CHAPTER XVI 
Crreto of the Coat 

THE Gnomes had beet) bidden to 
take the prisoners to the Cavern 
of the Cone, but to the surprise of 
Sarka and Jaaka. they were taken back 
to the Place of the Blue Light! This 
tunc the Gnomes entered the place 
them, closing and securing the 
door behind them. 

But the Place of the Blue Light had 
changed' 

Now it had no floor of blue, aa it had 
had before, but only a corridor perhaps 
wide enough to allow the passage of 
four grown men. walking aide by side, 
while the abyss of which the two had 
got but the merest hint, through the 
opening and closing rents filled all the 
■tt of the plac- 

The Gnomes seemed impervious to 
the unendurable heat, and these, mov- 
ing together, one behind the other, one 
beside the other, one atop the other. 
formed a Irving wall btl wc t i i S- 
and Jaaka and the rim of the flaming 
blue abyss, to protect them from the 



Yet through the bodies of this living 
wall of Gnomes, a wall which waa 
higher than the beads of Sarka and 
Jaaka. the heat forced iu way to the_ 
prisoners, and burned them anew with 
its agony. 

To what dread rendervous were they 
going? Where, save for the few 
guards at the house of Luar. were the 
people of the Gens of Dalai* ' Sarka 
felt, somehow, that the answers to ail 
these questions would soon be made 
■■■if i at. and a feeling of exaltation 
he could not explain was possessing 
him as be advanced. Around the cor- 
ridor, whose one side waa the wall 
reaching up to invisibility, ■ bo a * other 
side dropped off into the abyss, the 
Gnome s herded the prisoners. 

THE leader of the Gnomes waa 
again the Gnome who had first 
leaped upon Jaska to examine her curi- 
ously. Now. watching the lidlrsa eyes 
of this being. Sarka fancied he could 
detect a hint of some expression. The 
Gnome was excited at some prospe c t. 
some climax which they were ap- 
proaching. What? On and on they 
moved. The blue flames from the 
abyss, roaring in a way that neither of 
the prisoners had ever experienced, 
reached upwa\d in searing tongues to- 
ward the invisible roof of this place. 

Then, when they had progressed far 
from the door of entry. Sarka gasped 
at a new manifestation. Out of the 
abyss, some distance ahead, came a 
gleaming thing, something that had ap- 
parently evolved itself out of the 
flames of the abyss. Blue of color it 
was. because of the flames from the 
pit : but Sarka recognired it with a 
start which he could not suppress nor 

ur.'ir r it j-.'i . 

It was one of those cubes, such aa he 
and Jaska had seen at the lip of the 
Moon-crater! As they approached, 
guided by the Gnome*, other cubes ap- 
peared out of the abyss, others in num- 
bers swiftly augmented, until a veri- 
table battalion of them had marshalled 
itself, there at the lip of the abyss. 
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STRAIGHT toward these cube* the 
Gnome* tod* Sarka sad Jaska. and 
when they had reached the center of 
the group, they halted, forming a 
circle, cull a wall to mask the prisoners 
from the heat of the abyss. The leader 
of the Gnome* stopped with tut face, 
his lidlcst' eyes, close to one of the 
cubes. . 

For a momen t he paused thus, and 
Sarfca felt sure that somehow the 
Gnome was holding thought converse 
with the cube: but. try as he might, 
be could find no meaning in the weird 
conversation for himself. It was oddly 
Like listening to a conversation in a 
code beyond his knowledge. 

Then the Gnome turned back to 
Sarka and Jaska. By a pressure of 
tiny feet, be tried to indicate that 
Sarka and Jaska should unclasp their 
hand*. But they only clung the 
tighter, and now threw their 
about each other. 

The Gnome desisted, much to the >oy 
of the lover*, while Sarka studied the 
cubes, wondering what their mission 
was with Jaska and himself. 

Slowly, together, the cube* began to 
lose their bluish glow, their cube shape 
— to vanish utterly. 

In a trice still locked in each other's 
arms, Sarfca and Jaska saw the Gnome* 
through what appeared to be an even 
bluer hare. Beside*, the heat of the 
abyss no longer tortured ' them, and 
their bodies were cooling in a way that 
was unbelievably refreshing. 

"What is it. beloved?" whispered 
JaskX "What is it r 

SARKA stared at the Gnome*, now 
is retreat, capering as they had 
first capered when the two had fallen 
into their hands, toward the door by 
which ail bad entered. Mystified. 
Sarka put forth his hand. It came in 
contact with something solid, and odd- 
ly warm, which stirred an instantly re- 
anon ai vc chord in the brain of Sarka. 

This feeling was the same a* be ex- 
perienced when be had lifted those 
and burled them into the crater 



— where they had dissolved in falling, 
and instantly reap p ear ed, each under 
its own air car! 

"Jaska r be explained. "Jaska t The 
cube* have dissolved themselves, and 
have reformed in the shape of a globe, 
as a protective covering about u*. to 
protect us from the heat of the abyss I 
A p p ar e nt ly we arc not to be killed at 
once I These cubes are slave* of the 
G n om e* , of whom Luar is ruler T~ 

They were indeed locked inside a 
globe, a globe wbo*c~n(tcgral part* 
•fen the cubes of their acquaintance; 
and the atmosphere of the interior was 
not uncomfortable, but o ther w i se. 
Sarka and Jaska were feeling normal 
for the first tunc since they had landed 
on the Moon. - But what waa the mean- 
ing of this strange impri s onm ent ? 

They were soon to know! 

For the globe which enclosed them, 
to the edge of the flaming abyss, 
and dropped into the bluish glow I It 
did not drop heavily, like a falling ob- 
ject on Earth, but rather floated down- 
ward, right into the heart of the 
flaws At this new manifestation of 
the strangeness of science on the 
Moon, Sarka waa at once all scientist 
striving to find adeem ate an- 
f or things which, from cause to 

feet, were entirely new to him. With 
still clasped close sg^intt him. 
he seated himself in the baa* of the 
globe and studied the area throonh 
which they were passing. 

Blue name* which s eemed to be born 
somewhere, an infinite distance below 
them; blue flames which be knew to 
be the element that, shot outward from 
the great cone, had fo/ced the Moon 
away from the Earth. 

No sound of the roaring flames came 
through the globe, but every movement 
of them waa visible. 



SARKA turned and peered through 
the bottom of the globe: but ajl 
be could. see below were the flame*, a 
molten indigo lake of them. Now. as 
they floated downward, the glow was 
giving away to lighter blue, to white. 
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pure white, like the radiar.ee 
which covered Luar like a mantle 

Sarka felt himself on the e-rc of 
vast, important discoveries, and the 
acicntrst in him made him. for the mo- 
ment, almost forget the woman at hi* 
aide. Jaska. unbotbered about any- 
thing, now that Sitki was at her aide. 
regarded hia expression of deep con- 
centration with a tolerant amile. 

Whiter now was the light, and fatteT 
fell the globe which held the two. 

The color of the globe, now fallen 
below the area of blue, had taken on. 
■he color of th^vhite 



that bathed .• 

Then, apparently right in the center 
of a lake of white flame*, thong*! 
Sarka could aee no aolid place on 
which the globe had landed, the globe 
came to rett. , 

Now everything was plain to aee. and 
Sarka studied Ul i-uoundinga with 
new interest. He felt a mounting 
sensation of scalp-prickling horror. 

For. scattered throughout the lake of 
white rlames. in all directions, at far 
as the eye could reach — standing alone, 
•uffering untold agonies, from the ci- 
presaiona on their faces — were people 
of the Cena of Dahi! 

NO longer were they clothed in 
green and wearing on breast and 
back the yellow atart of their Cena. 
Now they were nude aa they had come 
into the world and standing there, each 
was holding out hands in horror, to 
bold back myriads of the Gnomes, who 
would have forced them to submerge 
themselves in the white flames of the 
lafccl 

Was the Gens of Dalia bang burned 
alive ? What was the meaning of this? 

For a moment, filled wttw horror. 
Sarka looked away from th* spectacle. 
Off to his right. as be sat, be noted that 
the flames, which here s e em e d lighter 
than they had in high levels, were coo- 
verging on a single spot toward the 
side of the lake of white flames— as 
smoke converges on the base of a chim- 
ney leading outward to the air ' 



He knew aa be stared that be was 
garmg at the spot where the bluish 
column of the cone was born I 

Shaking his bead, be turned back to 
the mighty spectacle of this horrible 
thing that was being done to the people 
of the Gent of Dalit. 

In his brain there suddenly crashed 
a thought whose source be could only 
guess at. whose meaning mystified him 
more than anything yet experien c ed. 
The thought might have emanated 
from Luar. or from Dalis But the 
more be thought of the -matter, the 
more he thought bow the phrasing of 
the thought was like the telepathy of 
Sarka the Second, now thousands of 
miles away, upon the Earth. And this 
wj« the thought: 

"If they fight the flames, the flames 
will destroy them! If they go into 
tfacm freely, voluntarily, they will be 
rendered immune to heat and to cold, 
to life and to death. But it is better 
that tbey die. for Earth's take!* 

What did it mean? 

SARKA thought of the radiant 
white light which perpetually 
bathed the person of Luar, and thought 
that he had somehow been given a hint 
of its source. If the Gens of Dalis 
were voluntarily bathed in the lake of 
white flames, would tbey become aa 
Luar 3 

Somehow, though be knew that such 
bathing would save their lives, the idea 
filled him anew with horror. He found 
himself torn between two duties. If be 
sent his thought out there to the Gens 
of Dalis. people of Earth, his people. 
tbey would be saved, but might forever 
become allies of the people of the 
Moon. If Sarka cid not tell them, they 
would die—and there were millions of 
them. 

But bjs science had always been a 
science of Life, and it still was. 

"Enter the flamesT be telcphaticalry 
bade his people. 'Enter the fUmest" 

But they did not heed him. and for 
the first time the atmosphere of the in- 
terior of the globe seemed filled with 
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sav i ge. abysmal menace I PUin to Sarka 
was the meaning of that menace: Tht 
cube* which composed this (lobe were 
loyal to their matters, the masters to 
a mistress. Luar, and would counte- 
nance no meddling. 

Likewise it was impossible, if the 
Gnomes willed it to the cubes, for 
Sarka to transmit his thoughts to the 
Gens of Dalit through the transparent 
walls of the globe I 

They were prisoners, indeed, of 
Dalia and of Luar! 

BUT could Sarka and Jaska turn 
their new-found knowledge to 
their own use? Sarka was thinking 
back, back to one of the ancient tomes 
of his people. It spoke, someplace, of 
a man w bo-had got trapped in the heart 
of a seething volcano, where the beat 
of it had cured him of his ill nes s es , 
made him whole again, given htm new 
youth and freshness. 

But since the cube* could forestall 
his transmission of thought, and per- 
haps could read and understand 
thoughts, bow was be to tell Jaska? 
How show her that a way of deliver- 
ance had been given into their hands, 
if they only possessed the courage to 
use 

Again came that thought, which 
Sarka recognixed as the telepathy of 
his father: 

"Courage! You will win. and Jaska 
with youT 

Thoughts could come in to thctn 
then, but could not go out. Or did it 
mean that the cubes, or the masters of 
the cubes, did not care if the prisoners 
received messages from outside, be- 
cause they knew themselves capable of 
frustrating anything the prisoners 
planned? Perhaps. More than like'.y 
that was it 

But, looking through the bottom of 
the globe, into the sea of white flames 
below. Sarka gripped more tightly his 
ray director, and tried to marshal the 
forces of his courage. There seas sure- 
ly some way of escape. Some way out 
of their strange predicament. 



CHAPTER XVII 
Casting tht Di* 

SOMEHOW Sarka believed that 
this white radiance of the abyss 
held the secret of the omnipotence of 
Luar. if omnipotence she p oss e ss e d. 
That she did seemed sure, else Oalis 
would not have been with her. Be- 
sides, she had asked Sarka and Jaska 
to swear allegiance to her. Yes the 
secret was here, in the heart of the 
lake of white names. 

It might have been the Moon Foun- 
tain of Youth, or of omnipotence 
There was no telling, unless Sarka 
tried an experiment. 

His fury at Dalis now knew no 
bounds, and be was consc i ous of a de- 
sire, too poignant almost to be borne, 
in some way to circumvent the arch- 
traitor. For bete in the craters of the 
Moon Dalis was working oat a Strang* 
amplification of the scheme which be 
had. centuries before, proposed t* 
Sarka the First. He was subjecting 
the people of his Gens to the whit* 



If they Immersed themselves volun- 
tarily, they became as Luar was, but 
still subservient to the will of Dalis — 
and. in his hands, invincible instru- 
ments of war! Dalis bad doubtless al- 
already been bathed in the names. 
Sarka was not sure, for in the home of 
Luar the white light was so blinding 
it would have been impossible to make 
cure that the whit* radiance clothed 
the others with Luar. 

"That's it!" said Sarka to himself. 
That's it! Dalis and those guards at 
the dais of Luar have already been 
subjected to the white .Same* I The 
rest who im m ers e themselves, volun- 
tarily, come forth as Luar and Dalis! 
Who do not, die. Dalis' manner of 
forcing the survival of the fittest ! His 
idea of the flood in grandfather's time, 
only now he causes his selection by 
flames instead of flood! He believes 
that only those worthy to survive, and 
to stand at his back in whatever he 
conceives to be his need, will guess the 
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on. Tbc others 



WHAT a terrible alternative 
when Dalit could m easily have 
(trca the secret to all bit people! 
Could have told them bow to tare 
themselves! But it wai not Dalit' 
way. Here, in tbc beginning; of what 
was to become a dual sovereignty of 
tbc Moon. Dalit bad already taken 
thought on the matter of over-popula- 
tion, and wat destroying tbc many that 
tbc few — the strongest, most ruthless — 
might survive! Hundreds of thou- 
sands, millions of tbc Cent of Dalit, 
stood at tbc door of life, and did not 
know bow to enter, merely because 
Dalit withheld tbc key! And. pausing 
in terror before the flames, they died. 
when a step and a plunge would bare 
saved them all! 

"If be lives to be a million, if be lives 
through everlasting life. - said Sarka to 
himself, "and does penance through a 
t bow sand reincarnations. Dalit can 
never atone for thit wholesale destruc- 
tion of humanity! But I ... I won- 
der r 

Sarka realized tbc nicety of tbc re- 
venge of Dalit upon Jaska and him- 
self. Dalit bad not given tbc secret to 
tbc piiksnirt. but by bit use of the 
cubes, be bad plunged them into tbc 
very beart of tbc horror, where tbey 
could sec tbc suffering of the people of 
tbc Gens rben, wben tbey bad seen 
and appreciated the horror of it all. 
tbey would follow tbc people of tbc 

But Luar bad spoken of thrusting 
tbcm into" tbc base of tbc Cone! 

THEN they were not for the names 
after all! How could it be done? 
Tbc globe composed of tbc cubes had 
but to transport the prisoners to the 
base of tbc Cone, press against that 
base, and open to let the prisoners free 
— and in tbc beart of tbc white-blue 
column tbey would be hurled outward 
from tbc Moon, into space. Tbc mere 
prospect of sucb horror caused the per- 



spiration to break forth anew on the 
body of Sarka. 

Bat there might be a way. 

"I wonder," be asked himself, "if the 
Earth people in this crater could read 
my thoughts in spite of their agonies, 
if I could get my thought to them 
through the* globe? I wond er if. read- 
ing my thoughts, they would obey f 

Bit by bit. -as parts of a puxxle fall 
into place, be made bis plan, and has 
beart beat high with excitement. Jaska 
bent before him to look into his eyes, 
and be knew that she was trying to 
read his face. She knew, wise Jaska. 
that thit brilliant lover of hers was 
making a plan, and she believed in the 
ture success of it because it would be 
bit J 

She smiled at him, ber courage high, 
and waited! 

Holding the ray director between 
his body and that of Jaska. be took a 
terrible, ghastly chance. Dslis had 
known the secret sign manual of these 
two; but would tbc intelligence of tbc 
cubes comprehend it? He must take 
tbc chance, slender as it seemed. Hit 
free hand, began to spell out. with all 
speed, tbc mad plan be had conceived. 

"The white names arc harmless if 
one plunges into them voluntarily. 
Arc you afraid to a tt emp t it? No? 
Then unfasten your clothing, and have 
it so arranged that you can drop en- 
tirely out of it when I give you tbc 
signal, which will be a mere widening 
of the eyes, like this! You under- 
stand? We must go node, into tbc 
names, so that they will bathe our 
whole bodies! But. when you slip out 
of your clothing, tear your anti-gravi- 
tational ovoid from the skull-pan of 
your bebnet. and * bold it in your 
mouth! Then depend upon me. and 
have no f- s 

"I have no fear." replied the fingers 
of Jaska. "I go to death with you if 
you wish— or to Lifer" 



FEELING the menace of tbc 
almost gripping at bit throat as be 
got into action. Sarka unfastened bis 
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i b« gave her the 



own ckUiaf, ripped tbc ovoid frotn 
hi* helmet. placedX it in kit 
Then, looking at JmW I 
signal 

Instantly, at ber Mod. be brought 
fortb tbc ray director, pressed it with 
hit fingers, directing ita morale toward 
tbt curve of tbc globe, twinging it 
a round in a circle, cutting oat tbc bot- 
tom of tbc globe of cube*. 

Tbc action must have been one of 
untold surprise to tbc cobra which 
made up tbc globe, for before anything 
could be done to atay tbc band of 
Sarka. bit ray director hod can out tbc 
bottom of tbc globe, and Jaaka and 
■intarlf. diveotcd now of all clothing, 
had fallen front the globe. 

Unbearable beat slashed and tore at 
them. They still held band*, and when 
their Jeet touched upon aa mi thing 
•olid, tbey were gaaping with tbc nn- 
believable beat; and it waa ripping at 
tbeir lung* like talona of white hot 
■Mat But. pauaing not at all. Sarka 
raced abend with Jaaka. 
ttraigbt into tbc lake of white 

At be dived be directed hia ihunajhta 
toward tbc people of tbc Gctta who 
stood, undecided, dying by alow 
inches, on their little oaaet in tbc lake. 
And tb-i waa tbc thought, which waa a 



"Flange into the lamest Tbey will 
not hart yoa.l PHtnge in. and obey any 
O people of the Gena of 
I. Sarka. cc 
•bey ntel Jaaka. who 
at tbc will of Delia, alao 
Gather with Jaaka and ntc at the 
of tbc Cone! You have but to follow 
tbc converging of the flames T 




easily wonid Later and Dana, the 
traitor, give over their design* against 
these two. 

Bat in the heart of tbc ■ antra, tbey 
dropped down, while tbey tamed their 
faces toward the base of tbc Cone, or 
where they thought tbc base to be. 
even aa Sacks gave another 
to the now invisible people of n 
of Delia. 

'Hold your ovoids in iota 
and follow! Obey any wilir 

Tbey dropped now to what 
to he cool Aagatonee. whale above 

in a wall, into which 
of name were darting. 
Tbey atuaii there, aide by aide, their 
faces radiant, and tasked back the way 

Coating oat of the white. • tan at. like 
battalions on parade, were th 
of the Gens of Delia scores aw 
dreda of them, who had tease 
heeded the mental can— anil of 
Like genii aa a taring oat of the 
they came, to assssner aba at Sarka 




it 
Sarka 

of the Cone, baa face high ahiniag with 



ttraigbt -into tbc names that 

while behind hint came the people of 
the Gens of Dakaas who dared to do as 
be bad commanded. 

Tbey were socked into the Cone like 
cbipa sacked into a whirlpool, and 
Sarka willed a last command aa they 
entered: 

-Quit tbc column at the lip of the 
crater, and snastrr about tbc aircarar 



TOGETHER the two plunged in. 
and it teemed all at once as though 
tbc fire bad gone out of the white 
names, for tbey were cool and sooth- 
ing to the touch Sarka could feel new 
life being borne in him. could feel hiro- 
sclf rrvitalircd. caalted. lifted to the 
height*. He tuddenly esperienced tbc 
detire to run. and about his joy for all 
to bear. Bat reason held hinv Not 



CHAPTER XVIII 
The Pr»|f«/ Radiance 

THE exaltation of Sarka knew no 
bounds, and looking into the ryes 
of Jaaka. he knew ahe felt it. too. For 
her face was shining, and all of her. 
the wondrous i** mim g brilliance of ber. 
waa bathed in the white radiance that 
mantled Luar. And now. aincc Jaaka 
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too knew that radiance, ber beauty 
was greater even than that of L u» . 
Sarka thrilled anew at the glory of her. 

But even a* be stepped into the boot 
of the Cone, he mpped out of the blue 
I ill— hi at the lip of the Moon erttcr 
Swift aa light, aad twitter, had been 
the the flight upward from the Cavern 
of the Cone: yet. ao keen were hia per- 
ftp tip— . be knew when be bad ptased 
through the chamber of the bluiah 
glow, into which be and Jatka bad brat 
dropped upon arrival 

Now they were on the lip of the 
crater, and the people of the Gena who 
had followed him. were alipping out of 
the blue column, like inaecta out of a 
aad converging on the aircara 
tentacle* stall waved aa they had 
Sarka had Uat accn them. 

Sarka looked at tbeae people la 
tmuroKBt To him tb>rc waa a di- 
vinity now about their nudeneaa which 
nudity never before had auggeatcd to 
turn. For the people ahooc. and there 
«•*• something glorious in thoae di- 
vinely white bodies. They renunde'd 
Sarka of bit people* book* of an- 
tiquity, and hia childhood* picture* of 
angel*. . . . 

But the effect of thoae white 
I . . . 



THERE waa ao captaining it. But 
Sarka fell that whatever he willed 
to do be could do; that whatever be 
wished for waa hia. whether it waa hi* 
by right or no He felt that he could 
snore mountains, with only the aid of 
hia hand*- Looking at Jatka be cotv 
ceived all tort* of new beauty in her. 
for the waa the brightest, to bias, of all 
the people who bad p aye d through the 
lake of white flame*, aad been clcanaed 
is their heat 

"No wonder Luar ha* mattered the 
MoonT be cried to Jim 'For when 
the waa bathed in the white flame*, her 
i paramount T 

'But bow. if the paste* the people 
of the Gena of Dili* through the 
• .- i - .:; the rttam her sovereign- 



'Because Dalia. too. baa paoaril 
through, and hia will ia the will of the 
Gene! They will obey ha*, aad be 
baa aworn allegiance to Luar. or give* 
Mat tort of oath of fealty T 

"How arrange that but one person oa 
the Moon baa been bathed in the white 
flames T 

'How do we know," Sarka almost 
whiepercd it. 'that the ia. originally, 
of the Moon' Doe* the not look too 
■tach like oar people, to be from an- 
OtaftV world entirely .»" 

'I do not know, bat . . . you mean 
. . . you mean. . ."" 

'I scarcely know; but Dali* would 
•wear allegiance to no man. much lea* 
to a wneatn. unlets he knew that man. 
or woman, far better than be has had 
opportunity, in a matter of hour* only, 
to know LuarT * 

He left it there then, a* he strode 
baldly, with Jaaka by hi* aide, to the 
of the aucars 



AS be approached the car. taw 
gleam cube beneath it teemed to 
gleans; brighter and brighter, aa though 
it echoed the radiance of Sarka. Sarka 
knew, studying this phenomenon, that 
be possessed at least a hint of the 
secret of Luar'* omnipotence. There 
had been a hint before, but by now ita 
meaning whs clearer. The whit* 
flames, out of the heart of the dying 
Moon, gave new life, exaltation, not 
only to the bodies but to the braina of 
those who passed through it. and with 
their braina quickened, they possessed 
astch knowledge aa men of Earth, for 
ages, had wished to poss e ss. "* 

Transmutation of metala . . . the 
ability, at will, to endow the higher, 
■ort selective metals with intelligence 
aad the ability to retain command 
of the intelligence* thus e ndow e d. 
• captained the power of Luar over 
the Cn oasts, and the power of .he 
G n oat u over the 'cubes— if they pos- 
sessed that powrr 

Bat the Gnomes, what of thcta? 
What were they' 

But for a space Sarka rr.ust await the 
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answer to that question, for there 
little int Already be knew that th« 
uk of his ccapc. and kit ukiaf over of 
a portion of th< Gene of Delia, must 
have gone like wildfire through all the 
- and Iron this crater, perhaps. 
had been transmitted to all the craters 
of the Moon All the craters. . . . 

THAT caplaiaed to hiss the absence 
from the lake of white flame*. 
where he had sees so few. comparative- 
ly, of the people of Dolts' Gens. The 
Moon was honeycombed by —ell 
craters, and perhaps the white fosse 
connected them alt made them ail one. 
And Luar rimmaanin 1 all from her 
daia in this crater Sarka and his p saal a 
were escaping The aallHaaa of the 
Gran had been swallowed by the 
craters of the Moon, at command of 
Luar. acceded to by Palis and all over 
the Moon the very things which Sarka 
and leaks had witnessed were Ukasf 
place 

Even now. as Sarka raced for the 
sircar, and Jaaka with bias, he could 
feel ■ backward polling that was well- 
willing the Gnom e s to 
a. willing the cubes to refna* 
to bias; bnt be laughed and 
» the sircar, passing by the 
writhing tentacle aa though he 
it possessed no power to harm 
ham. The tentacle swept aside, and did 
not try to bar him. while he sent ass 
will cranhiag Sfil—1 that brightly 
gleaming cube. "Into the sircar I We 
enter with your 

The cube vanished instantly, and it 
seemed to Sarka that invisible hands 
caught at his fret, lifting him up 
through the trapdoor in the belly of 
the aircar. up and inside The door 
a sums, short, and in the forward end of 
the vast aircar gleamed the cube which 
had obeyed his command I 

SAREA sent one thought careening 
outward from the aircar. a com- 
mand to the cubes which stood watch 
the other sircars. 



'Obey the Radiant People, and 
th r ough them. aa#r 

Tbe light of the cub* anode the in- 
terior of the aircar aa light aa day. and 
Sarka wan struck at once with another 
He could see through the 
of the car in any direction. 

And what he saw filled him with a 
su d de n fear I ■ 

Out of the cantor poured asyriads nf 
the Co— is. and up the aides of h 
came myriads of the gleaming cubes, 
oil racing toward the can. 

"Get back! Get backf" he com- 
manded the Cuouni and the cubes. 

At the name time he issued hie cons- 



were the motive 
hat his will 




st top 




and to the cubes which by 

art-t 

powered the 

the will of 
"Fty at once! Fry 

Earth r 

■ougb a single signal 
started all the cars, s doren air- 
cars rose ma)eseically from the crater, 
while Sarka studied the Gnomes ami 
the cubes to turmoil on the rim. He 

he riuwmsBBiil the Gnomes 
and the swrsuang cubes to keep back. 

|h ■ m *■ - --..I.I AaamTIw mm ifc ii ■■ afc tti . m 

•try ..r». j r . _«jf ..7. 11 t tough t^.cy 

AUk swul ke a euw*anT faVamsf^amsfa* *»a aW$*Tam*aB*ar am* tea 

retreat: that when he merely watched 



H 



tag of 



If tfc.l 




the contact 

Baml it-i MM 
attack, be 
and they 



roe he 

niamry She com- 
d the cubes to 
hem to retreat, 
ned undecided, like 
bei u teu two extremities, 
and untntsin which direction to take. 
Upward, aide by aide now. floated 
rears of the Moon, and in the 
fort p ea k of each, one of the glensniaf 
cubes, like — like ant i- gravitational 
ovoida of the Moon t At the fast fall- 
ing run of the crater boiled the Gnomes 
and the tubes, stirring i 
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by their very 
they tried to Attack at will of Luar and 
retreated in confution at the will of 
Sarka. 

Then there was Jaaka beside Sarka. 
her fact fearful •• be pointed off 
across tb« g loony expanse of tbc 
Moon. 

From ail aide*, from all directions, 
from otber crawr* which these two bad 
not even seen, came •core* and hun- 
dred* of the monater can! 

Tbey bad beaten Luar and Dalit btrt 
foe a moment, then I Now, at her com- 
tbe countleaa other aircart were 
to bead them off. to fight 
them back to tbc surface of tbc Moon. 
It would be a race against time,, and 
against death. But of at leatt a doren 
of the aircart. Sarka waa maater. and 
be did not fear the issue. That strange 
caalutioo which the white flame* had 
given him filled him with a confidence 
that nothing could ah* • 

He ahot a thought at tbc gleaming 
CmW in tbc foccr_ 

"Fatter I Faster! There is no limit 
to your speed! Faster! Faster' 
fatter!" 

Instantly tbc Moon seemed literally 
to drop away beneath the doren air- 
cars which carried the Radiant People. 
while the atresia of Luar and of Daha 
fell hopelessly behind 

Sure that they would win in thi* race 
now. since be was just beginning to 
rralire tbc ra t tru ss of hi* power — tbc 
all-encompassing, all mastering power 
of the human mind and will which the 
names of the Moon bad made al- 
most god-like — Sarka turned hia eyes 
toward a coldly (Warning sphere in the 
.[•angled 



IT was the Earth, and it 
iinged in flames! From its edge*) 
there seemed to shoot long streamers 
of yellow or golden fl tenet, which 
broke into aunlikr piawhccls of. radi- 
ance st their tips. Something, there on 



the precious Earth, was decidedly 
wrong I 

Instantly, tclcpetbicaliy. be sought 

to gain mental contact with hi* father. 

-vcr. we arc coming I" he said* 

across those countless miles. "What is 

happening Y~ 

For a full minute there was ate aav 

Then it came, feeble, broke**, 

weighted with fear, but it waa a 

thought-message. unmistakably, of 

Sarka the Second. 

ry. ion! Hurry! For Deli* has 
indeed betrayed u*t I could not main- 
tain control of the Earth with the 
Beryls, for some at range catastrophe 
has destroyed all tbc Berylajn the area 
Dalit ruled! The (hitting of positions 
of the Earth and the Moon has so al- 
tered the relative effect* of the pull of 
gravity exerted by the planets that 
Mar* baa been brought into dangerous 
proximity to us and la already so clos e 
that her ether-ligbta axe playing over 
ua! Surely you must be able to see 
them I We have received incssages, 
but as yet I have only been partially 
I decode them! What I have de- 
coded, however, presage* catastroph e 
for I am aurc that Mar* and the Moon 
are in confederation, and that the 
Moon-people have deliberately forced 
u» into contact with her ally f~ 

Cold fear clutched at the thrust of 
Sarka aa he caught the messagr Mr 
decided not to tell Jaaka foe the mo- 
ment. He looked to right and left, at 
the airca/t on either side of him. then 
issued his commands. 

Mcffl Faaterl Be prepared to 
land in tbc area of the Gens of Cleric, 
as close as possible to my laboratory T 

A atrargc. awesome tight, that flight 
of the rebels of Dali*' Gens from the 
Moon to tbc Earth— like gleaming 
•tax* across the void. Far out in Space 
they fled at terrific epeed through al- 
most utter darkness, but their light ' 
•till blinding, lighting the way. 
{Cmmctwd*4 im the next istaej- 




Murder Madness 



or a POtm-TAJTr wovn. 
By Murray Lcintter 



CHAPTER XV 



THE door of the car mi| wida, 
aad Ortu s pale graa faca 
peered in behind the blu« Mtl 
barrel of hi* autaaaatic. H* 
•mi led quccrly m Jacoiaoa. with a (nasi 
•f relief, tapped Bella wrist in up to 
put away hia weapon- 
"Ah. very well.' aaid Ortu with the 
aaule upon hit face "One 



He ditappeared. 
On the inatant 
there waa the 



Bell started 



up. 




but Jamison throat hiaa bach The* 
Ortu appeared again with amok* ttill 
trickling from the barrel of hto plat at 
"I hare juat done something that I 
have loeg w i sh e d to do." ha 
coolljr 'I hare killed the 

la companion. You may alight. 

I habere we ail] hare half aa 

hour or abort. It will do czcellentlr " 

He offered hia hand to Paula at aha 

stepped out She anird to shudder a 

little aa she look 

"Idoaot blame 
you for ibadder- 
ing, Senoeita." he 
said politely, "hut 
aaea who are 



m 
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•bout at. dit mijr indulge la petty 
apitc* And the chauffeur waa a favor- 
ite with the deputy foe whoa I an* 
suhetituting Like ail favorite* of 
despot*, he had power to abuac. aad 
abused it. I could tel) yoa tales, but 
refrain." 

THE car had come to a atop la what 
sceemd to be a huge warehouse, 
and by the sound of water round about, 
it was cither near oe entirely built out 
: the harbor. A large section aear 
the outer end waa walled off. Be • 
bale*. yatcel* aad packages of every 
sort were heaped all about. Bell saw 
crated air engine* lying in a row 
against one wall There were a doaen 
or more of them Machinery, bug* 
case* of foodstuffs 

"The Buenos Aire* depot. - said Or- 
tii almost gaily. Thi* was the point 
of receipt for all the manufactured 
good* which went to the t***mi* of 
Cuyaba. Senor Bell Sine* you de- 
stroyed that place, it ha* not been ao 
much used- However, it will *erve ca- 
ccllently as a tomb There are cases 
of hand grenade* yonder. I advise you 
to carry a certain number with yaw. 
The machine-gun* for the aircraft, 
with their irnsasniticn. arc berr 

He »n hurrying them toward the 
great wallcd-ofl space a* he talked, hi* 
automatic serving a* a pointer when 
be inc»'c*ted the various objects 

-Now. here. - he added as be asv 
locked the door, "k» your vessel. TV* 
Master bought oaly arnphihiaa planes., 
of late. Those for Cuyaba were asseas- 
bled in thi* little dock aad took off 
from the water Your destruction up 
there. Senor Bell, left one quite com- 
plete but undelivered. I think another, 
crated, is Hill in the warehouse. 1 
have been very busy, but if you can 
fuel and load it before we arc at- 
I 

They were in a roofed and walled 
but Booties* abed, built into the ware- 
house itself Water surged about be- 
low them, and on it floated a five pas- 
senger plane, fully 



parently ready to fly. but brand new 
aad ao far unused. 

"T I.I. look H over." said Bell, briefly. 

JL He swung down the catwalk 
painted on the wings He began a swift 
and hasty survey Soot on the cihaunt 
•tacks proved that the motors had been 
tried, at leas- Mag seemed trim 

and new and glistening in the cabin. 
The fuel tank* showed the barest trace 
of fuel. The oil tanks were full to 
their filling-plugs 

He swung Lack up. 

"Taking a chance, of course." he aaid 
curtly "If the motors were all right 
when they were tried, they probably 
are all right now. They may have been 
tuned up. and may not. I tried the 
controls, and they teem to work. For 
a new ship, of course, a man would 
like to go over it carefully, but if we've 
got to hurry . " 

I think." aaid Ortir. aad laniard. 
"that haste would be desirable liter 
Wiedkind— Not Am go mio. it waa 
that damned Antonio CaJle* who lis- 
tened to us last night. I found pencil 
marks beside the listening inetrument. 
He must have sat there and eaves- 
dropped upon nut many weary hours, 
and scribbled- aa men do to pass taw 
time He had a pretty taste in 
grams ... I gave all the order* 
were reedful for you to take off from 
the flying field I even went there my- 
self and gave additional orders Aad 
Call** waa there. Also others of Tat 
Master i • My treason would 

provoke a terrible revenge from The 
Master, ao they thought to prove their 
loyalty by permitting me to disclose 
eay plan and foil it at its beginning 

'I would have made the journey with 

you to The Master, but aa a prisoner 

with the talfj of my treason written 

It I returned and changed the 

orders to the chauffeur.* when all the 

jyal subject* were waiting 

at the flying field. But soon it will 

to them what I have done. They 

will come here. Therefore, hasten l~ 

"We want food.- aaid Bell evenly. 
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Wt'll get buey.' 

HE abed hi* com tad picked up a 
bwd-<ni« lir luimd it under 
• drum of gasoline and ran it to the 
walkway Bearcat to taw floating plane 
Coded against the waJI there waa a 
long boac with a funnel at it* 
cad. In aeconda ha had the 
in one of the wing fuel- tanks. In aec- 
onda aaorc he had propped the funnel 
into place and waa watching the gaso- 
linc gurgling down the hoot 

'Paula." he aaid curtly, "watch thta. 
When it'a empty roll the druao away 
ao I can put another in ita place " 

She moved quickly beaidc it. throw- 
ing hiaa a little smile She act eb- 
aorbcdly about he* taak. 

Jamison arrived with another drum 
of gaa before the hrat waa ensptied. and 
Bell waa there with a third while the 
accond atill gurgled. They heaped the 
full drunaa in place, and Ji 
denly ■bandonid hia truck to an a n* 
wrath fully and tear off hia apectacicn 
and fling them agaii .t the wall. The 
buahy eyebrow* and beard peeled ^off 
Hit coat went down He began to 
load* of foodstuff*, 
object* to a point front which they 
be loaded on the plane Ortia 
out the things he panuagry 
demanded 

la minutes, it steamed, he was dc~ 
aaaading: "How much can we take? 
Any more than that?" 

-No more." aaid BelL "All the 
weight we can apnre goes for fuel Sac 
if you can had another has* and fasv 
ncl and get to work on the other tank 
I'm going to rustle oil." 

He came ataggering bach with bevvy 
drum* of it- A thought struck aim. 

"How do we get out? What works 
the harbor door?" 

ORTIZ pointed, smiling 
"A button. Senor. and a uvator 
doe* the rest.' He looked at bis watch. 
"I had better *ee if my fellow eobjecta 
ba*e coos.'' 



He vanished, asaibag hia 

sale Bell worked frantically Ha 
Ortic coming back, pausing to 
bght a cigarette, and taking up a 
hatchet, with which he attacked a pack- 
ing case 

They arc outside, Sector.' he called, 
They have found the aigne of the car 
entering, and now are discussing ' 

He plucked sosse thing carefully 
from the packing boa and went loi- 
surclf back toward the door. Bell be- 
gan to load the food and stores into 
the cabin, with eweat streaming down 
his face 

There waa the aeons' of a tarrhVc es- 
plonion. and Bell pnmpcd savagery to 
solid ground. 

-Keep lea (ttsgf IT1 hold then* hack r 

he went aauaifiag to the 

hack of the wnriheaai he found Ortic 
laughing. 
"A hand gisna.1i. tenor.' he said ka 
>Iry unskstnral levity. "Aasong the 
subjects of The Master. I believe that 
I ass going mad, to take such pleasure 
in dsstr action. Bat si ass I ass to die 
ao shortly, why not go mad, if it gives 
me pleasure?' 

HE peered cast a tiny hole and 
aimed hia aut a acetic carefully It 
sparted cart all the seven shots 
were left. 

The man who p thesis' me.' he i 

-I think he i* dead. Go 
ready to leave. Senor 
Bell, because they will st abaci! j try to 
storm thie place soon, and than the po- 
lice will come, and than. ... It Is 
1 am the CM mam to 
ailand aasong the city 
authorities would look for The Mas- 
orders." 
Bell stared out He saw a small 
horde of people, frantically agitated. 
milling in the c ra mped and unattrac- 
tive little street of Buenos Aires' av 
trrfront. Sheer d e spe rati on aeeaaed to 
impel these de ep* r ation and a franoc 
fear. They surged forward — and Or- 
tia fksng a hand grena de . It* cap la- 
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sion was terrific, but he had perhaps 
purposely flung it short Bell sud- 
denly saw poliy uniforms, fighting a 
■ray through tdphc (toot of tike crowd 
aad tip source of aJI this dutuiUacr 
"Co lack." said Ortir scrioutly "I 
■Kail die. Senor BelL There it nothing 
cite for roe to do. I to die 

with Latin melodrama. - He managed 
a mile. "I will give you ten mir. 
more. I can held off the police them- 
Mltn foe so long. Bat you must 
be I n police 



HE held out his hand. Bell to • 
"Good luck." said Ortir 

"You can come — " began Be.ll. 
wrenched by tr I face. 

"Absurd." said Ortir. smihr.* I 

should be mu:d<r mad within three 
days. This is s preferable death. I 
assure you. Test minute*, no more f" 

And Bell west racing back and 
found Jamison rolling away the last 
of the fuel drums aad Paula looking 
anxiously for him. 

Tanks full." said Jamison curtly, 
-rything set. What r.r 

"Engines." said BelL 

He swung down and jerked a prop 
Again, and again. . . . The mo- 
toe caught. He went plunging to the 
other. Minutes. . . . They caught Hi 
throttled them down to the proper 
warming up roaring, while the ■ 
the enclosed space grew foul. 

ONCE more to the warehouse. Or- 
tir shouted and waved his head. 
He was filling his pocket* with band 
grenades. Bell made a gesture of fare- 
well and Ortir seemed to smile as he 
went back to hold the entrance for a 
little longer. 
"We're going," said Bell grimly, 
vour guns ready. Jamison, for 
when the door goes up." 

He pressed on the button Ortir had 
pointed out There were more esplo- 
aioas aad the rattle of firearms from 
the front of the warehouse. There »*» 
of marhinrry aad the 



blank front of the little covered dock 
rose suddenly. The sunlit waters of 
Buenos Aire* harbor spread out before 
them To Bell, who had not looked 
on sunlight that day. the effect was 
darrling He blinked, and then saw a 
fast little launch approaching. There 
were uniformed figures crowded about 
its bows. 

"All set r be snapped. "I'm going 
to gi»r her the gun ■ 

"Go to it." said Jamison. "We're — " 

The motors bellowed and drowned 
out the rest. The plane shuddered aad 
began to mor e . The sound of es plo- 
sion* from the hock of the warehouse 
was loud and continuous, now. Out 
into the bright sunlight the plane 
moved, at first heavily, then swiftly 

Bell saw arms waving wildly in the 
launch with the uniformed men. Sun- 
light flittered suddenly on rifle bar- 
rels, r-ufla of vspoe shot out. Some- 
thing spat through the wall beside BelL 
But the roaring of the motors kept up. 
and the pounding of the waves against 
the curved bow of the boat-body grew 
more and more violent. . . . Sweat 
came out on Bell's face. The ship was 
not lifting. . . . 

BUT it did lift. Slowly, very alow- 
ly. carrying every pound with 
which it could have risen from the wa- 
ter It swept past the police launch 
at ninety miles an hour, but no more 
than five feet above the wave*. A big. 
clumsy tramp flying the Norwegian 
flag splashed up river with its pro- 
peller half out of water. Bell dared 
to rise a little so be could bank aad 
dodge it. He could not rise above* it. 

He had one glimpse of blonde, aston- 
ished heads staring ortt the stern of 
the tramp as he swept by it. hi* wing 
tips level with its rail and barely 
aty feet away And then he went 
on and on. out to see 

He began to spiral foe height fully 
four miles offshore, and looked back 
at the sprawling city. Down by the 
waterfront a thick, curling roam of 
smoke wss rising from one spot abut- 
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ting on .the water. It swayed 

B«U t^w the rectangular opening out 

of which the plan* had cone. 

"Orti* • in there." be Mid. tick at 
heart. "Dying a* he planned. ~ 

But there wm a su dd en upheovtJ of 
tkm bet a and roof. A colossal hurst of 
smoke A loaf txme later the c ooc— 
aioa of a vmt ci plosion. There was 
nothing left where the warehouse had 
been. 

Bell looked, and swore softly to bJan- 
self, and felt a fresh surge of the ha- 
tred he bore to The Master and ail bu 
works. And then fximy clouds toosnsd 
up but a little above the rising plane, 
and Bell shot into then and straight- 
ened out for the south 



FOR many long hours the plane 
Sooted on to ^southward, high 
abort a gray ocean which seemed de- 
ceptively placid beneath a canopy of 
thin clouds. The motors roared stead- 
ily in the main, though once Bell in* 
structed Jamison briefly in the main- 
tenancc of a proper course and height, 
and swung oat into the terrific blast of 
that swept past the wingv He 
clung to struts and handholds and 
nude his wsy out on the catwalk to 
make some fine adjustment in one mo- 
tor, with sis thou s a nd feet of empty 
space below the swaying wing. 

"Carbureter wrong." be est< 
when be had closed the cabin window 
nd him again and the motors.' roar 
■M once more dulled "It was likely 
to make a lot of carbon in the cylm- 
O K..OC*.* 
Paula's hand touched hit shyly Me 
smiled abstractedly at her and went 
c to the controls. 
And then the plane kept en steadily. 
Ti-ne and space hare become purely 
in these days, in startling 
ICntJw of Mr. Einstein, and the 
dii*ancc between Buenos Airtt and 
Magellan Strait it great or small, a 
:ous journey or a mere day's travel, 
according to the mind and the trans- 
portation facilities of the voyager. Be- 
fore four o'clock in the afternoon the 



ward, and it reatinasd sterile 

for long hotter while the 

high against the sky with a following 

wind driving it on vastly snare swiftly 

than iu own engines could have 

til red. 



IT was little before sunset when the 
character of the shore changed yet 
nd the sun was low behind a 
of angry clouds when the stubby 
forehnger of rock that Magellan opti- 
mistically named the Cape of the 
Chi Mil Thousand Virgins reached up- 
ward from the seemingly placid prater 
Bell swept lower, then, much lower, 
loosing for a landing place. He fauna* 
it right or nine miles farther on. on 
a wide sandy beach some three miles 
from a lighthouse. The little plane 
splashed down Into tumbling sea and. 
half supported by the waves and half 
by the lift rtmsliilag to its wings, ran 
for yards up upon the hard 



The tending had been made at 
twilight, ami Bell moved atiCy 
he rose from the pilot's sent. 

"I'm going over to that li| 
be said curtly. There won't be < 
men there to be dangerous and they 
probably haven't frequent cceamunica- 
tion with the town. Ill learn some- 
thing, anyway. You two stay with the 
plane " 

Jamison lifted his eyebrows and wan 
about to speak, but looked at Bell's ts- 
prcssioo and stopped. Leadership is 
everywhere s matter of emotion and 
brains together, and though Jaanieoa 
had his share of brains, he had not 
BelTs corroding, withering passion of 
hatred against The Master and all who 
served him glAly A 11 the way 
the coast Bell had been 
things be had seen of The Master's 
.doing. His power wm solely that of 
frar. and the deputies of his selection 
had necessarily been men who would 
spread that terror with as unholy seat. 
The nature of his hold upon his sub- 
jects wm such that no 
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wosjhf ever serve kin willingly, and 
for deputies h« had need of men even 
of cnthaai Mm Hi* deputies, then. 
■M men who found in lb* assigned 
authority of The Muter full scope for 
the satisfaction of their 
Aad Bell had Men what those 
brought about, and there was a dull 
name of hatred burning in hi* eye* 
that would never quite leave them un- 
til those men were powerless and The 
Maatcr dead. 

"X/OU'LL look after the ship and 
X »'a«ila." said Bell iaanatiemly. 
"All right ?" 

J ami ton nodded. Paula 
pealing!) at Bell, but be had 
a man with an obsAsion Perhaps the 
death of Ortir had cemented it. but 
cettainly be was unable to think of 
anything, now. but the necessity of 
smashing the ghastly bold of The Mas- 
, on all the folk be had iMUBpiJ 
Subconsciously, perhaps. Bell saw in 
the triumph of The Master a blow to 
all civilization. Less vaguely, be fore- 
saw an attempt at the extension of The 
i his own nation But 
when Bell thought of The blaster. 
mainly be remembered certain discon- 
nected incident* The girl at RiUera's 
Jt outside of Rio. who 
had been ordered to pe rs uad e kirn to 
be her l-ver. oa penalty of a horrible 
■sadness for her infant son if she 
failed Of a pale and stricken i 
ditto on the Kio Li -irenco who thought 
bin a deputy and humbly implored the 
of The Master for a moody 
twelve year old girl. Of a young man 
who kept kis father, murder mad. is 
a barred room ■ 

. .f far tint magnets to be 
meted out upon himself and on his wife 
:n Of a 

• cage -in Cuyaiaa 



BE LI. trudged o- through the deep- 
r.g night w*h bis soul a burn- 
ing name of hatred He clambered 
amid boulders, guided by the tall light- 



bouse of Cape Possession with the fet- 
tle white dwelling be had at iu 
before nightfall. He fell, and rose. 
forced his way on and upward, and 
at last waa knocking heavily at a trim 
and neatly painted door. 

He was so absorbed in his rage that 
his talk with the lighthouse keeper 
see m ed vague in his memory, after- 
ward The keeper was a wtrened lit- 
tle Welshman from the Chibut who 
spoke English with an extraordinary 
mixture of a Spanish intonation aad 
a Cimbrian accent. Bell listened heav- 
ily and spoke more heavily still At 
the end be went back to the plane with 
a spindle-shanked boy with a Ian urn 

'All settled." be said grimly, whew 
Jamison cane out into the darkness 
with a ready revolver to investigate 
the appiuaching light. "We get a boat 
from the lighthouse keeper to go to 
Punta Arenas in. He's a devout mem- 
ber of some peculiar sect, and he's sees 
enough of the hell Punta Arenas 
amount* to. to believe what I told bin 
of its cause His wife will look after 
Paula, and this boy will hitch a tram 
to the plane and haul it out of sight 
early in the morning. With the help 
of Cod. well kill Ribiera and The Mas- 
ter before sunset to-morrow." 

CHAPTER XVI 

BUT they did not kill The Master 
before nightfall. It was not ■ i 
practicable Bell and Jamison started 
out well before dawn with a favorable 
wind and tide, in the small launch the 
.ed Welshman placed at their dis- 
posal Hit air was one of dour piety, 
but be accepted Bell's offer of money 
witk an obvious relief, and. criticized 
Paraguayan currency with an acid 
frankness until Jamison produced Ar- 
gentine pesos sufficient to pay for the 
boat three times c l 

I think." said Jamison dryly, "that . 
Past — that Mits Canalejas is safe 
enough until we come back. The 



keeper is a godly 



... 
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have money. Shell be ta aa danger. 
eicept of her soul They assy try to 
save that." 

B«II did not wfw«r He could thank 
of nothing but the mission he had set 
himself He tinkered with the i aflat 
to make it speed op, aad aet the aaila 
with infinite care to take every 
hi* advsnt*(c of the Miff breere 
blew. During the day. 
proved almost aa much of a 
aa a help. The fiendish, aulleo wilU- 
waws that blow furiously and without 
waraing about the Strait isianjfsil 
watching, and more than once it waa 
nee tea ■ ry to reef everything and de- 
pend on the motor alooc. 

Bell watched the 
—anal ill ling eyes. J 
hiss ahaoat worriedly. 

"Look here. Bell." be aaid at last. 
"you'll get nowhere feeling like yon 
do. I know you've done The Master 
more damage than I have, bat you 11 
bast run your bead into a trap unless 
you use your brains For Instant t. you 
didn't ask about communications. 
There's a direct telegraph wire from 
Cape Virgins to Buenos Aires, sad 
• telephonic t rerawwirstiori be- 
tween the Cape aad Paata Annas Do 
you Imagine that the plaae wasn't 
when it cams in the Cape? 
you imagine The Master doesn't know 
we're here?" 

BELL turned, then, aad fr ow as d 
blackly. 
"I hadn't thought of it." he said 
grimly. *lwt I put some hand grenades 
in the locker, there ■ 

"You daasaed foolT said Ji 
angrily. "Stop being bloodthirsty 
use your head! You haven't 
aaked what I've done I I've done 
thing, anyhow. That bvndJc I fhnrssa* 
in the bow has a couple of sheepmen's 
outfit* m it Lots of sheep raised 
around "here Well put 'cm on before 
Aad like a good general. I 
j method of retreat before 
■ t B A Therell be a naval ves- 
sel here in two or three days. She's 





s party of Government scicn- 
ia Pasta 
I • case of I 
factious disease oa beard. No share 
leave, you see. sad nobody from shore 
permitted on board her. Aad sac has 
good analytical 

tory oa board her. too It's a long gam- 
ble, but If we can get bold of some of 
The Master's poison — . Do you see t" 

-Yes." said Bell heavily. "I see. 
But you haven't been through what 
I've been through. What I've done. 
fighting that devil, has caused men to 
be deserted after being enalaved. 
There's one place. Coy aba. . . ." 

His face twitched. That place was 
la his dreams, now. That place and 
others where human beings had 
watched their bodies go mad. and had 
been carried about screaming with hor- 
ror at she crimes those bodies coov 
mttted.. . . 

Tm going to kill The Master." ha 
rasped- "That's all." 

He settled down to his grim watch 
far the city. All duriag the cloudy, 
overcast day he strained his eyes ahead. 
Jamison could make *nr**^ M g of bias, 
la the cad he had to leave Be U to his 
taoody waltlag 



THE morning passed, sad midday. 
and s long afternoon Three times 
Bell came restlessly back to the engine 
and tried to coax more speed out of it- 
Bat when darkness fell the town was 
still not in sight. They kept on. then. 
at saris g by the stars with the motor 
pem pu tt-putting sturdily away in the 
The water splashed sad ■ ash ill 
all about them The little boat rose. 
fcIL and rose and fell again. 
-That's the town." said Bell grimly. 
It was eleven st night, or later. 
Lights began to appear, very far sway. 
dancing miragchkc on the edge of the 
They grew nearer with almost 
smsnjte sluaaias Two wide bands of 
many lights, with a darker space in 
■bitii a few much brighter lights 
she aid clearly. Presently a single red 
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light appeared, the Puma Arenas har- 
bor light, twenty-five feet up M M 
iron pole. Thejr patted it. 

"Bell." said Jamison curtly, "it's 
time you showed tome sense, now. 
We're going to end out some things 
before we get reckless This town isn't 
a big one. but it always waa a hell oa 
earth. No extradition from here It's 
full of wanted men. It'a dying, now. 
from the old dajrs when all ships 
passed the Straits before the Panama 
Canal opened up. but it ought to be 
still a bell on earth And we're going 
to put on these shee p me n outfits, and 
put up at some low caste sailors' and 
sheepmen's hotel on shore, and find out 
what is what. In the morning, if you 
-- 

"In the morring." said Bell coldly. 
"I'm going to settle with The Master " 

THEY found a small and filthy ho- 
tel, in a still filthier street where 
the bouses were alternately black and 
and empty, and filled with the 
squalid hilarity most seaport town* can 
somehow manage to support. The 
street lamps were white and cold. The 
dirt and squalor showed the more 
plainly by their light. There were 
sailors from the few ships in harbor, 
and women so haggard and bedraggled 
that shrill laughter and lansh endear- 
■ r renamed their only allure. And 
Bell and Jamison plodded to the reek- 
ing place in which a half-drunk sheep- 
man pointed, and there Bell sat grimly 
in the vermin infested room while Jam- 
ison, swearing wryly, went out. 

He came back later, much Uv: His 
brack was strong of bad wh 
he Ioo«cd like a- man who feels that 
a bath would be very desirable. He 
looked like a man who feels unclean. 
£arrttc.~ be said short - 
: found oat most of what art 



BELL gave him a cigarette and 
•ed 
"Gssod thing you stayed behind." said 
JamnocL "I want to vomit Why peo- 



ple go in bell boles for fun. . . . But I 
waa very drunk and very amorous. 
Picked up a woman and fed her liquor. 
Young, too. Damnation! She got cry- 
ing drunk and told me everything she 
knew. I gave her money and left. Pun- 
ta Arenas ia The Master's, body and 
soul." 

"One could have guessed 
Bell grimly. 

"Nothing like it is." said Ji 
"Every living creature, man 
and child, has been fed that devilish 
poison of his. The keepers of the dives 
go fawning to his local officials for the 
antidote- The /er> politico is driven 
in his carriage to be cured when red 
spots form before his eyes. The 
fiamniii place is full -of suicide*, and 
women, and— oh. my Cod I It's borri- 

bur 

A humming, butting noise set up off 
in the night somewhere It kept up 
for a long time, throttled down. Sud- 
denly it seemed to grow louder, 
changed in pitch, and dwindled a* if 
into the far. far distance 

"That's one of The Master's plane* 
now. no doubt." said Jamison savagely. 
"■going off on some errand for him. He 
oats this place practically a* an esperi- 
meat station. Th* human* beings I 
arc his guinea pigs. The deputies get 
s standardiicd form of the stuff, but 
he's got it worked, out in different 
doses so he' can make a man go mad 
in hours, if he chooses, instead of after • 
a delajr. I don't know bow. And The 
Master—" 

HE checked himself sharply. T. 
were shuffling footsteps in the 
hall outside A timid Up on the, door. 
Jamison opened it. while Bell dropped 
one hand Incornplcnoiiily to a weapon 
inside his shapeless clothing — 

The toothless and filthy old man who 
kept the hotel beamed in at them. 

"Staotes" be cackled. ~Vdet too d* 
Porremr. no es rttdtiK 

Jamison hiccoughed, as one who has 
been out and been drunken ought to 
da 
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"No. ri*jo.~ b« rumbled tipsily. "so- 
do It etttmit dol StAor Rubio. 
"Voyt - 

The old man teemed to mourn that 
they did not come from the ■beep 
ranches About Porvenir Bay. . But be 
produced a bottle witb a shaking band. 
(till beaming. 

"Teogo macho* aasfgoj en Porrtntr." 
be chirped amiably. ~Y qutrtt *o- 
fe//a— - 

"D/sse/a." rumbled J ami ton. He 
ruche d out hit band. 

"No mas quo poooitoT" aald the old 
man. beaming but anaioua an J am is on 
tilted it to hit lip*. "Et ritky de gen- 

"' • •" . 

He beamed upon Bell, and Bell swal- 
lowed a spoonful and teemed to swal- 
low vastly more. He lay back lazily 
while J ami ton in the part of a tipty 
tbeepberder bullied the old man ami- 
ably and eventually chated him out. 

"You're amused ?~ asked J ami too 
aaxdonically. when there were no more 
sound* out tide "Because I taid you 
didn't want to meet the young seno- 
nta who loved you when the taw you 
downstairs? Well. Bell, if you uted 
your brain you didn't twallow any of 
that stuff." 

Bell ttarted up. J ami ton caught him 
by the abouldcr. 

"I'm not aure." be tzid aharply. "Of 
courte not. But it't damned funny for 
a Spanish hotel keeper to give some- 
thing for nothing, even when be 
teemed just to want to gossip about 

It Here. Drink thit wi- 
lt look* »ile enough to take the place 
of muttard- . 

NEXT morning the hotel keeper 
bebme d upon them both as they 
went out of the place. A alatternly. 
dark haired girl who leaned on hit 
abouldcr atniled invitingly at Bell. 
And Bell, in hit character of a loutith 
tbeepman from one of the ranches that 
dot the shores of the Strait, grinned 
awkwardly back. But be went on with 
Jssyjana. 
"We separate" said J ami too under 



bis breath. "We want to 

The Master Uvea, mostly, a 

want to nnd the laboratory where has 

stuff is miaad- We don't want to do 

any killing until that t settled. After 

all. the Trade baa tisailhiai. to say P 

Bell nodded indifferently 
to wander idly about the streets, I 
ing here and there aa if mored by noth- 
ing more than the vaguest curiosity. 
But gradually be waa working through 
the sections in which the larger trolhj 
ingt stood. Concrete i 
ishtngiy modern, dotted the 
section. But none of them had the air 
that would surround s place where a 
man with power of life or death would 
be In a town the sire of Punta Are' 
nas there would be nnmistskabic evi- 
dences about The Mai 
even if it were only that 
paaaid it did to hurriedly and with a 
twinge of fear. 

THERE were prosperous 
plenty on the streets, 
with deserting sailors, 
farmers from the villages along the 
Strait, and even a few grimy men who 
looked like miners. Bat there 
lignite mine not far from the dry. aad 
a narrow gauge railroad running to It 
Of the p ro spe ro u s s um i ng men. bow- 
ever. Bell picked out one here aad 
there toward whom all pasacrtby 
adopted a manner of cringing rt apart. 
Bell lounged against a pole and studied 
them thoughtfully. Men with an air 
of amused and careless scorn which 
only men with unlimited power may 
ade p t. He saw one grossly fst man 
with hard and cruel eyes. The uni- 
formed policemen drove all traffic ab- 
jectly out of the way of hit carriage. 
and stood with lifted hat until be bad 
passed. The fat man gave no faintest 
sign of acknowledgment. 

"1 wonder." said Bell slowly, and 
very grimly, "if that'a The Master t" 

And then a p asst r ti y dodged quickly 
past his shoulder, brushing against 
him. and waited humbly in the street. 
Bell turned. A party of men were tab- 
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inf up nearly all the sidewalk. There 
were ball a dozen of them in alL And 
nearly in the middle wu the bulky. 
immaculate, pigmented Ribiera. 

Bell stitfened. But to more, beyond 
clearing, the way. would be to attract 
attention. He backed clumsily off the 
curbing aa if making way. . . . 

And Ribiera looked at bis face. 

BELL'S band drifted near bis bid- 
den weapon. But Ribiera looked 
neither surprised nor alarmed. He 
halted and chuckled. 

"Ah. the Senbor BellT 

Bell said nothing, looking as stupid 
as possible, merely because there was 
nothing else to do. 

"Ah. do not deny my acquaintance f* 

-said Ribiera. He laughed. "I adritc 

you to go and look at the view over 

the harbor. Good day. Senbor BelL" 

Laughing. be went off along the 
street. And Bell felt a cold horror 
creeping orer htm as be realized what 
Ribiera might mean. Ribiera had en- 
entirely too\rnuch against him to greet 
him only, in a town where even the 
dogs dared not bark without The Mas- 
ter's express command. He had guards 
with him. men who would hare shot 
Bell down at a nod from Ribiera. 

Bell burst into a mad run for the 
waterfront. When the bay spread out 
before His eyes be saw what Rii 
meant, and something seemed to snap 
in his brain. 

The plane in which be and Jamison 
and Paula had escaped in was Boating 
out in the harbor. It was unmistak- 
able. A larger, bulkier seaplane Boated 
beside it. The burring in the air the 
nigbt before. . . . The arrival of the 
plane had been telephoned from Cape 
„ins. Thrcugh a glass, perhaps, even 
slighting had been watched. And 
a big seaplane had gone out to bring 
it back. Footprints in the sand would 
lead toward the lighthouse. There 
would be plenty of men to storm that, 
if necessary, to take the three fugi- 
tives. But they would have found only 
Paula. It was quite possible that the 



plane had only been sent for sfter Bell 
and Jamison had been seen to land in 
Punta Arenas. And Paula in The Mas- 
ter's binds would captain Ribicra's 

BELL found Jamison looking un- 
hurriedly for him. And Jamison 
glanced at his utterly white face and 
said softly: 

"We want to get where we can't be 
seen, to talk. There's the devil to pay." 

"No use hiding." said Bell His lips 
s eemed stiff. "Paula—" 

"Hide anyway." snapped Jamison. 
He fairly thrust Bell into an alleyway 
between two bouses and thrust two 
rounded objects beneath hit loose fit- 
ting cost. "Two grenades. I have two 
more The boat we came in it taken—" 

"So is the plane." said Bell e m o ti on 
lessly. 

"And there it s sign, in English. 
posted where we tied it up. The sign 
says. 'The Seaortt Be// and Jtnuica 
may recorer their hoar on application 
to The Muter, aad may alto receive 
news ok a 1st* traveling companion 
from him." 

"We're known," Bell told him— and 
amazingly found It possible to smile 
faintly — "Ribiera met me on the street 
and spoke to me and laughed and 
went on." 

■ Jamison stared. Bell's manner was 
almost entirely normal again. Then 
J am i son shrugged. 

"The sense of what you're saying." 
be. observed wryly, "is that we're 
licked. Let us. then, go to sec The 
Master. I confess I feet some I 
osity to know just what 'he's like." 

BELL was smiling. Being in an 
entirely abnormal state, be had a 
curious certitude of the proper course 
■ to adopt. He went up to a policeman 
■4o6 said politely, in Spanish: 

"I am desired to report to The Mas- 
ter, himself. Will you direct me?" 

The policeman abased himself in- 
stantly and trotted with them as a 
guide. And Bell walked naturally, now. 
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with bia bead up and Us sbooldtrs 
back, and smoked leisurely as be went. 
and the policeman'* lbs* count becssns 
abject. All who walked with that air 
of aroused superiority in Punts Are- 
nas were biffa in the service of The 
Master. Obviously, the two men in 
these dejected clothes most also be 
high in the service of The Master, and 
bad adopted their disfuisc for pox- 
poses into which s mere policeman and 
s alrre of The Master should not dare 
cramurr 

Jamison was rather grim and stilL 
Jamison thought be was walking to 
hi* death. Bat Bell smiled peculiarly 
and talked 
son thought 

to s boose set in s fair- 
lawn behind a rather 
high walL There was greenhouses be- 
hind it. and there were flowers grow- 
ing as well as any flowers can be ex- 



gaily an d as Ji 
irrationally. 



and Jamison await his 
that they have given up their i 

The policeman scuttled toward the 
bouse. Bell smiled at bis cigarette. 

"Do you know. Bell." said Jameson 
dryly, in English. Td bate to play 
poker with y***-"-^^ 

-I'm not blui&ng7 r 'said Bell "Not 
shogctber. I've s four card flush, with 
the draw to come." 

ALMOST instantly the t i:ilir«r— n 
returned, more sb>e<t still. He 
had stammered out Bell'* message, jwat 
as it was given him. And the slaves of 
The Master did- not usually disobey 
orders, especially orders designed to 
prevent any danger of a doomed man 

Master before madness was complete. 
Bell and J ami son were received by liv- 
eried servants in utter silence and con- 
ducted through a long passageway, too 
long to have been contained entirely 
in the h o u se aa seen from the front. 

grass 



They were confronted by four other 
policemen.* on guard inside the gate 
-£stos Seflores— " began the abject 



pec ted to grow in such high altitudes. 

It was an extraordinarily cbeerfuW Indeed, they came out into a 
dwelling to be found in Punts Arena/ open gTccnboase. in which the smell of 
but the shuddering fear with which tpe flowers was heavy. There were flowers 
little policeman removed his hat as be everywhere, and a benign, small old 
entered the gateway was instructive man with a snowy beard and hair, sat 

at a desk as if chatting of amiajde triv- 
ialities with the frock-coated men who 
stood about him. The white haired old 
man lifted a blossom delicately to his 
nostrils and inhaled its perfume with 
a sensitive delight. He looked op and 
smiled benignly «apon the two. 

It was then that Jamison got a shock 
surpassing sll the rest. Belt's bands 
were writhing st the ends of hi* wrists, 
writhing a* if they were utterly be- 
yond his control and as if they were 
longing to read and tear. . . . 

And Bell suddenly looked down at 
them, and bis expression was that of 
a man who sees cobras st the ends of 

Mai 



Take us to The Master." 
manded Bell in a species of amused 
and superior scorn. 

"It is required. Senor." said the 
leader of the four on guard, very re- 
spectfully, "it is required that none 
without being sesrehed for 



Bell laughed. 

"Does The Master manage things 

so?" be asked scornfully. "Now. where 

I am deputy no man would dare to 

k of a weapon to be used against 

at I If The Masters rule. 

though. - 

The policeman cringed. Bell scorn- 
fully thrust an automatic out. 

-Take it." be snapped. "And go and 
tell The Master that the Senor es Bell 



CHAPTER XVII 



np HERE was a long pause. Bell 

X waa very calm He seemed to tear 

hit eyes from the writhing hands that 
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were peculiarly Knutt. as if under 
the control of an intelligence alien to 
hi* own. 

~I believe." said Bell steadily, "that 
The Master wishes to speak to me." 

With an apparent tremendous effort 
of will, he thrust his hands into his 
pockets. Jamison cursed softly. Bell 
had taken the direction of things en- 
tirely out q/ his hands. It only re- 
mained to play up. *► 

To be sure.' said a mild, benevolent 
voice. The man with the snowy beard 
regarded Bell exactly in the fashion 
of an elderly philanthropise "I am 
The Master. Senor BclL You have in- 
terested me gre/tly. I have grown to 
have a great admiration for you. Will 
you be seated? Xflu* companion also 
pleases me. I would like" — and the 
mild brown eyes beamed at him — "I 
'would like to have your friendship. 
Senor Bell." 

"Pull out a chair for me. Jamison.** 
said Bell in a strained voice. "And — 
I'd like to have a cigarette." 

Jamison, cursing under his breath, 
a chair behind Bell and stuck a 
cigarette between his lips. He held a 
match, though his bands shook. 

~Yo* might sit down, too." said Bell 
steadily. "From the manner of -The 
Master. I imagine that the conversa- 
tion will take some time." 

HE inhaled deeply of bis cigarette, 
and faced the little man again. 
And The Master looked so benevolent 
that be seemed absolutely cherubic, 
and t'.Tvre was absolutely no sign of 
anything but the utmost saint i mess 
about him. His eyes were clear and 
mill. His complexion was fresh and 
translucent. The wrinkles that showed 
upon his face were those of an amiable 
and a serene soul filled with benevo- 
lence and charity. He looked like one 
of those irritatingly optimistic old 
gentlemen who habitually carry amall 
coins and stray bits of candy in their 
pockets for such small children as 
they may converse with under the smil- 
ing eyes of nurses. 



"Ah. Senor Bell." be said gently. 
"You do cause me to admire you. May 
I see your bands again?** 

Bell held them out. He seemed to 
have conquered their writhing to some 
extent. But be could not bold them 
quite still. Sweat stood out on his 
forehead. He thrust them abruptly 
out of sight again. 

"Sad." said The Master gently. 
"Very sad." He sighed faintly and laid 
down the rose he had been toying with. 
Hit fingers caressed the soft petals 
delicately. "Portunately." be said be- 
nevolently, "it is not yet too late for 
me to relieve the strain under which 
you labor. Senor. May I send for a 
certain medicine which will dispose of 
those symptoms in a r^xy short timer** 

"Well talk first." said Bell harshly. 
"I want to bear what you have to say." 

THE Master nodded, his fingers 
touching the rose petals as if in 
a sensitive pleasure in their texture. 

"Always courageous." be said be* 
nignly. "I admire it while I combat 
But the Senor Jamison . . ." 

Jamison had been looking fascinat- 
edly at hit own hands, opening and 
closing the fingers with a savage ab- 
ruptness. They obeyed him. though 
tbey trembled. 

"I didn't drink the damned stuff that 
hotel keeper brought us last night." be 
growled. "Bell did. And I—" 

"Wait a minute. Jamison." said Bell 
evenly. "Let's talk to The Master for 
*a while. I swore, sir." be said grimly, 
"that I'd kill you. I've seen what your 
devilish poison does, in the hands of 
the men you've chosen to distribute it. 
I've seen" — he swallowed and said 
harshly — "I've seen enough to make me 
desire nothing so rnnch.ii to see you 
roast in belli But you wanted to talk 
tome. Go ahead V 

THE Master beamed at him. and 
then glanced about at the frock- 
coated men who had been attending 
him. Bell glanced at them. Ribirta 
was there, chuckling. 
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*I told you. tio mio." be said famil- 
iarly, 'that be would oot be polite 
You can do nothing with him. Better 
hire him shot." 

Francis, of Paraguay, oodded amus- 
edljr to 'Bell as their eyes met. Bat 
The Muter shook hi* really rather 
beautiful head. Aa old man can be 
good to look at. and with a saintly 
aureole of mow-white hair and the 
patriarchal white beard. The Master 
was the picture of benign and beau- 
tiful old age. 

"Ah. you do not understand." he pro- 
tested mildly. The more the Senor 
Bell shows his courage, kj/o mio. the 
more we must persuade him." He 
turned to BclL "I realire." he said 
gently, "that there arc hardships con- 
nected with the administration of my 
power, Senor. It is inevitable. But 
the Latin races of the continent which 
is now nearly mine require strong han- 
dling. They require a strong man to 
lead them. They are comfortable only 
trader despotism. The task I hare 
chosen for you is different, entirely 
Los Aaericaoos del Norte will not re- 
spond to the treatment which is'neces- 
ury for those del Sod. Their govern- 
ments, their traditions, are entirely un- 
like. If you become my deputy and 
viceroy for all your nation, you shall 
rule as you will. A benevolent, yet 
strong, rule is needed for your people. 
It may even be — I will permit it — that 
the democratic institutions of your na- 
tion may continue if you so desire I 
».ti offering you. Senor. the position of 
tha absolute ruler of your nation. You 
c\ay interfere with the present govern- 
ment not at all if you choose, provided 
only that my own commands arc 
i when relayed through you. I 
choose you because you have courage, 
and resource, and because you have the 
Ytaqui cleverness which will under- 
stand your nation and cope with it." 

BELL inhaled deeply. 
"In other words," be said bit- 
t»rly. "you're saying indirectly that 
you offer me a chance to be the sort 



of ruler Americans will submit to with- 
out too much fuss, because you think 
one of Ribiers's stamp would drive 
them to rebellion. 

The fine dark eyes twinkled. 

"You have much virtue. Senor. My 
nephew — though he is to be my suc- 
cessor — has a weakness for a pretty 
face. Would you prefer that I give 
him the task of subduing your nation K 

"You might try it," said Bell His 
eyes gleamed. "He'd be dead within 
a week." 

The Master laughed softly. 

"I like you. Senor. I do like you in- 
deed. I have not been so defied sine* 
another Amtricsoo del Norte defied 
me in this same room. But be had not 
your resource. He had been enslaved 
with much lesa difficulty than your- 
self. I do not remember what hap- 
pened to him . . ." 

"He was taken. Master." said a fat 
man with hard eyes, obsequiously, "he 
was taken in Bolivia." It was the man 
whom Bell had seen earlier that morn- 
ing in a carriage. "You gave him to 
me. He had iasulted me when I or- 
dered him sent to you. I had him 
killed, but he was very obstinate." 

"Ah. yes." said The Master medita- 
tively. "You told me the details?" He 
seemed to recall small facts ia b cae vo- 
lent retrospection. "But you. Senor 
Bell. I have need of you. In fact. I 
shall insist upon your friendship. And 
therefore — " 

He beamed upon BclL 

"I give you back the Senor its Caaa- 
lejas." 

HE shook his head reproachfully at 
the utterly grim look in Bell's 
eyes. 

"I shall give you one single portion 
of the antidote to the medicine which 
makes your hands behave so badly. 
You may take it when you please. The 
Senor Jamison I shall keep aad en- 
slave. I do not think he will be as 
obstinate as you are. but be has ex- 
cellent qualities. If you prove obdu- 
rate. I may yet persuade him to under- 
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tike certain ta»k* for me. But you 
and the Senorita Canalejas are (tec 
Your boat has been reprovisioocd and 
provided with fucL You may go from 
here where you wilL" 
.era marled. 
**Tio rJo.~ be protested ar.gnly, "you 
pr omised me — * 

Tour will in many thing*." said 
The Master gent It. "but not in alL 
Remember that you have much to learn. 
htjo atio. I have taught you to pre- 
pare my little medicine, it n- true. 
That is to you can take my ^laee if 
age infirmity thai! carry me away." 
The Matter folded hit hand* with an 
air of pica* resignation. "But yea 
toast learn policy. The ItMita Cana- 
lejas belongs to the Senoe Bell" 

Jamison was staring, now. but Bella 
eyes bad narrowed to mere t! 

"You see," said The Master gently. 

to him. "I desire your friendship. You 

may go where you wilL You may take 

Senorita Canalejas with you. You 

mill have enough of the antidote to my 

c medicine to keep you sane for 

perhaps a week. In one week you may 

go far. with her. You may do many 

- t. But you cannot find a place 

of safety for her. I still have a little 

If you take her with 

Mtf hsnilf will writhe sga n 

Your bstly will become uncontrollable. 

- eyes, staring and horror-stt 

verve your own bands rending 

> oar brain is yet sane yon 

will see this body of yours which now 

dcsiivi her so ardently, tearing a't and 

• * - gouging 

cring her tender flesh. 

1 lave you ever seen 

what a roan who has taken my 1 

a human beiog at his 



THE figures about The Master ■ 
peculiarly tense. The fat man with 
the bard eves laughed suddenly. It 
was a horrible laugh. Francia of Para- 
guay took out I 

delicately wiped has lips. He was 
Ribiera looked at Bell* face 



and chuckled. Hi* whole gross figure 
shook with his asBoscsncut, 

"And of coarse." said The Master 
benignly, "if you prefer to commit 
suicide, if you prefer to leave her here 
— well, my nephew knows little expe- 
dients to reduce her mill to compliance. 
You recall Yt£ut. among others." 

Bell's face was a white mask of hor- 
ror and fury. He tried to speak, and 
-d. He raised his hand to hit throat 
— and it tore at the flesh, insanely. 

"Let— let me sec her." croaked Bell, 
as if strangling. 

Jamison stiffened. Bell seemed to 
be trying to get his hands into his 
pockets. They were apparently uncon- 
trollable. He thrust them under his 
coat as there was a stirring at the door. 

AND Paula was brought in, as if 
she had been waiting. She was 
rely colorless, but she smiled at 
Bell. She came quickly to bis side. 

~I heard." she said in a clear and 
even^ little voice. "We will go to- 
gether. Charles. If there it a week in 
which we can be together, it will be 
so Bjjich of happiness. And when you 
arc — The Master's victim, we will let 
the little boat sink, and sink with it. 
I do not wish to live without yoe. 
Charles, and -you do not wish to live 
as his slave." 

Bell gave utterance to a 
laugh that was like a bark. H.» 
rssnt out .from under his coot- Dan- - 
fling from each one was s small, pear- 
shaped globule of metal. A staff pro- 
. d upward from each one. and be 
held those staffs la his wt. 
About each wrist was a tiny loop of 
cord that wrrt down^ to a pin at the 
base of the staff a 

"Close to me. Paula." be said coldly. 
She clung to his arm He moved for- 
ward, with half-a-dorcn ct r o ls u mos- 
aics pointed at bis breast. 

"If one of you damned fools it 
be said harshly. "Ill let go When I 
let g o these are Mills grenades, .and 
they go off in three seconds after they 
leave the band. Stand stillf" 
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THEEE waa a terrible, fronts si- a |ratd« banging down Ma tad. If 
lence Then a irmanmi from be- be jerks swsy from aaa. or I f r 
hind Ball Jamison was rising with a it will blew hie apis* to bita." 



p«wt "Hold him eo," eaad Ball coldly. 

"Some day. Ball" ba observed cool- 
ly. "Ill ba oo to ail of you/ curves. T TE went coolly to »Wrt ba conki 
Thta ia tba beat ooa yet. But you're 11 look over the hasp of tba cei- 
hkely to let go at any second, aren't lapsed wall. Ha saw a b— rtl a ad tacm 
your clothing that bod baa* a man. It waa 

"Like belir ra^ed Baa "I drank Sung tgninsi a cracked aod totter**; 

MflM Of M|f DQmftOQ,* «Vf tAstf Wd ftC CdHsmMfcCV. 

The Maater "Yea I I waa fool enough "Right." ba aaid evenly. TtiUer*'* 

to do it I Bat I took what mraaurea dead, all right. 

any man will take who finde ba'a awal- He turned to the deputies, 

lowed poison I got it out of my revolvers were aeill in their 

stomach at once And if you or one Tba Master's carriage, please." ba 

of tbaaa deputiea triaa to mora. . . ." aaid politely. "To tba door. You nay 

Rjbiera bad hi an chad to a paaty gray, sc compan y ua if yon "please, but ka 

Tba Maater waa froaen. But Ball aaw otber carriages. I aaa working far the 

Kibtcra's eye* mora in awift calcule- ralraai of all tba Maater' • eleven, and 

tion. Tbara waa a aolid wall babind you among tbaaa if you cbooa e But 

Tba Maater. It inniid aa if the green- yon can tec very easily that tbara la 

houOc were a aort of paaaagrway be- no hope of the rclcaae of The Master 

tween two larger structure* A without tba meeting of asy terms." 

waa a door aiaaoat i— nilitlily behind Tba Maater apoka. softly and mildly 

Kibicra. Rihiera glanced right — left — and without fear. 

Me Song himself through that door. "It ia my order that tba Sanaa Ball 

Ha knew tba aecret of Tba Maater* ia to ba obeyed. I ahall return. You 

pow^r. Ha waa The Maater'* appointed need have no fear of aay death. My 

aucccaaor. If The Maater and all hia carriage." 

deputiea died. Kibicra. ... A man went stifly. half -paralysed 

But Bell snapped into action like a with terror, to where chartering scared 

beat spring released. Hia arm shot eenranta were grouped in the awful 

forward. A grenade went hurtling fear that came upon the slaves of The 

through the door through which Ri- Master at any threat to hia rule, 

biers had Bed. There waa an install But Bell and Paula 

tancoue. temnc esploeion. The aolid went slowly and cautiously — though 

wall shook sod shivered and. with a they held the whip band— to the en- 

vsst deliberation, collapsed. The green- trance door of the b a na l, and out to 

bouse was full of crushed plaster dust, the entra n ce gate. A carriage was 

Panes of glass shivered already before the door when they 

But Bell wss upon The Master He reached it. and others were drawing up 

bad struck the little man down and ia a line behind- it. 

stood over him. hia remaining auto- "Get in. aaid Bell briefly "Down 

metic replacing the grenade he had to the waterfront." 

thrown. He turned to the group of frock- 

"Ribiera'a dead." he snapped, "and coated, stricken men who had followed. 

if la shot The Maater dies too and "Some of you men." be aaid coldly, 

you all go aaadl Stand backr "had better go on ahead and warn the 

The deputiea stood froaen. police and the public generally about 

"I think." said Jamison composedly, the certainty of The Master's death if 

"I take a hand now. Ill pick him up. any attempt ia sasde to rescue hiss." 

BclL . . . Right. I've got him. With Prancia. of Paraguay. 
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twaggcr and raited hi* hand to the sec- 
ond carriage. It drew in to lb* curb. 

~I will attend to it. Server Bell." be 
•aid politely. "Ah. when I think that 
I once raited ray revolver to aboet yon. 
and refrained r 

Me drove off swiftly. 

BELL'S rye* were flowinf. He 
got into the carnage, and auch a 
protection drove through the streets 
of Punta Arena* as has rarely moved 
through the atreeta of any city in the 
world. The lone line of carriage* 
moved at a funereal pace amid a surg- 
ing, terrified mob. The Master 
placidly m be looked oat ©vet 
starkly agonised face* Some of the 
people groaned audibly. A few | 
The Matter in their despair. More 
curved Bell, not daring to atnke of fire 
oa him. But be would have bees torn 
to bit* if be hod supped from the car- 
riage for an instant 

-Bell" said Jamison dryly, -consid- 
ering that I'm prepared to be lilnuu 
apart on three seconds notice, it as pe- 
ar that this mob frightens me " 

The Master's eyes twinkled benignly. 
He seemed totally insemiolr to I 

-You need not be afraid." be mid 
gentry. "They will not touch you mv 
less I order them." 

Jamison staved down at the little 
man whose collar he held firmly, with 
a Mill* grtnade dangling down at the 
base of his n- 

'I wouldn't order them to attack, if 
I were you." he said coldly 1 havenl 
Bell* brains, but I firve ju*t as marts 
«e for you aa be has." 

THEY came to the harbor. Bell 
spoke *«> 
The carriage as to drive out to the 
end of one of the docks, and no one 
else is to go out on that dock." 

The Master relayed the order in his 
mild voice, but aa the eo n rnma u obeyed 
him he clocked hi* tongue conaniscr- 

"tenor Bell." be protested gently. 
"You do not expect to escape! Not 



after killing me I Why that i* absurd T 
Bell said nothing. Ik alighted from 
the carriage, his face set grimly, sad 
stand ashore at the long, long row of 
terrified faces staring out at asm. The 
whole —til from seemed to be lined 
with staring faces. Wails casnV from 

^Hotd him here. Jamasoo," be said 
drearily 'I'm going out to look at that 
big plane There's a lo w b u st tied to 
the dock, here ~ 

He swung down the side into the 
dock and rowed off into the harbor, 
while the horses attached to The Mas- 
ter's carriage pawed Isauafliutti at 
the wooden flooring of the dock Bel*, 
reached the two planes anchored on 
the still harbor water. The smaller one 
had brought them down from Buenos 
Aires The larger one had gone after 
the beached amphibian and brought it 
and Pauls on to the city Bell, from 
the shore, was seen to be investigating 
the larger one. He came rowing bach. 

Hit head appeared above the dock 
edge. 

~AU right." he said tiredly. The 
Matter ass a rule requiring all his 
ships ready, for instant flight. Very 
useful Tie big plane is fueled sad 
full of oil. Well go out to it and take 



JAMISON lifted The Master to his 
feet and with a surge of muscles 
to the flooring of^jbe 



"Paula first." said Bell, "and then 
The Master, and then you. Jamison." 

"One mome nt, " said The Master re- 
proachfully. "It would be cruel not 
to let me reassure my snojci 
give an ordV- 

Bell and Jameson listened tueps- 
cxaasly. But be spoke gently to the 



"You will tell the deputies." said 
The Master in Spanish, "that a month's 
supply of medVini for all my subjects 
will be found in say laboratory. And 
you may tell them that I shall return 
before the end of that 
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Tto roar hman* eyes filled with • 
ytwiorm re I 

•Now." Mid The blaster placidly. 

-1 m ready (or our Uttl« )MiM.* "WMiTI I do with this devil. Belir 

Paula descended the Udder and Mat- asked Januaon. 'Now that we're aloft, 

ed bcreelf-ia-tbe bow of tbc boot. Bell I confer* tbia gTenade makes me ner- 

covcrcd The Master grimly with bis warn, I'm haldjsg it ao tightly my fin- 

automatic aa be descended, witb aur- gen are getting cramped- 

priaiag agility Jamison came down Tie bim op." aaid Bell, without 

last, aad Hawaii < bis former grip an looking "Hell talk presently " 

Taw Master** collar. Bell rowed oat Mmimian The plane dew on. 

to tbc big plane. swaying slightly » the way of big (en- 
plane* t w xty w here . A willtwaw began 

JAMISON kept close watch while aa the Utla ahead aad swept out aad 

Bell started the four bag* motor* act the ship to ratling crarily I 

aad throttled them down to warming erratic latnau. Th> Strait raniahsd 

ap speed, and while he hauled up the and there were tumbled hills below 

with which the hag* ■replant them. Minute* passed, 

anchored. "Cot htm axed up." aaid Jamison 

The dock era* covered with a swarm caolly. "IT1 guarantee he wont break 

of panic stricken folk. Everywhere, loose. Cat any plana. Belir 

•II the inhabitants of tbc city who were "Me that,' aaid Belt "I haven't bad 

slaves to The Master had come in time to make any. The hrst thing is 

awful terror to watch. And all the to get where hie folk will never Sad 

inhabitants of the city were slaves to us. Then we'll ace what we can do 

The Master. Some of them fell to with bam" 

their knee* and held out implariag Paula looked at the bow bound fig- 
arms to Bell, begging him for mercy ore of The Master. And the little old 
and tbc return of The Master. Some man beamed at bj 
curved wildly. -he's nailing T said Paula, ia a 
Bat. with his Uw* act grimly. Bell voice that was fall of a peculiar horri- 
gave the motor* the gam. Sad e b o ck 

The big plane moved heavily, then 
more swiftly through the water It T">ELL abrea-rcd. Punt* Armas was 
- i slowly, and rose, and rose, and JD all of twenty-five miles behind, 
dwindled to a speck high in tbc aad the earth over which they flew be- 
And all through the streets and way* gan to take aa the shape of an tit and 
of Punta Arenas, fear stalked almost Water a p p e a r e d beyond it. and innu- 
aa a tangible thing. Panic hovered mtrable amell i»land* Bell began to 
the housetops, always ready to rack hie brain for the infinitesimal 
Terror was in the air that scraps of knowledge he had about thi* 
every an breathed, and every human section of the world It was pitifully 
being looked at every other human be- ■ c an ty . Pe a ts Arenas was the south- 
ing with staring, haunted eye*. Punta I r ami at point of the continental mass 
Arena* wee waiting for it* murder All about it wee aa archipelago and a 
anadmae to begin. ansae of waterway*, thinly inhabited 

ev ery h er e and largely without any 

CHAPTER XVIII inhabitant* at all. The only solid 

ground between Cape Horn and the 

THERE were four motor* to pull Antarctic ice pack was Diego Ramirca 

the big plane through the air. and aad the Sooth Shetland*. . . . 

their roaring wa* a vast thundering N o thin g to go on. But any east* 

which the earth reechoed. Bat dentxy isolated and desolate spot 
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■ an Id do. Almost anywbcr e along the 
edge of Ok continental ie- 
serve 

The plane roared on monotonously, 
while B«II began to wrestle with an- 
other and more aeriou* problem la 
three day*— Two. aew — an American 
naval vrsiel would turn up. with soen- 
tiata and chemists on board It »u to 
be doubted whether anything like an 
overt act would be naked by that pa* 
sel If all the governments of South 
America were under The Mast era 
thtamb. then cabled oeders from has 
deputies would race three ru,ntt to 
the apot. And the government of the 
United States doe* not like to atari 
war. any-vberc Certainly it would not 
,;!y enter into a conflict with the 
whole southern continent for the solu- 
tion of a problem that so far aJ 
that continent alone. The Maatcr - 
napping had solved nothing, ao Ear. 

JAMISON tapped h.» shoulder. 
"No pursuit, so far." be observed 
coolly. 'I've looked. - Bell nodded. 

They don't dare. N .how. 

They're depending on The Master. 
How is be?" 

"Seeiling peacefully to himself. 
bamf* snarled Jamison. 'Do yon I 

wid Bell coldly. 
I'm nearly licked. He s got to talk r 
Jamison moved away again. The 
below looked as if it had been 
torn to shreds in some titanic convul- 
sion of ages past. The sea was every- 
where, and so was land.' There were 
threads of silver interlacing and 
erasing *"1 * • • r cfri!ic*!iy it. 

t.tf, c ...-.c . in 1 > direCtlan A', J rrrre 

speecs of isla n ds — rocks only 
i lands of 
imaginabk sue and shape, with 

ry iiosaihlr state of up- 

rtion A broader mass 

of land appeared ahead and to the left 

Tierra del I 
BelL "If we cros» • 

For fifteen minutes the plane than* 
dered across d es ol ate , rocky 



Then the mare of islets again. Bell 
scanned them keenly, and saw s tiny 
steamer traveling smokily. for no con- 
ceivable reason, among the scattered 
bits of s tone . The sea appeared, 
stretching out toward infinity. 

Bell rose, to survey a wider apnea. 
He swung to the left, so that he wan 
heeding nearly southeast, and went on 
down toward that drool art— ef deso- 
lation*, the stormy cane which facte 
the eternal ice of the antarctic. II* 
was five thmw and feet up. then, and 
scanning sea and earth and sky. 

the right and headed out toward the 
open sea. He felt a small figure press- 
ing against his shoulder Presently 
fingers closed tightly upon his sleeve. 
He glanced down at Paula and men- 
aged to smile 

"There are some rocks out there.- he 
told her quietly. 'Islands, I think, and 
.Diego Ramirer. at a guess. " 

TH1Y were specks, no more, but 
they were vastly more distinct 
from the plane than from Mount Bcass- 
foy. That is on Henderson Island in 
Year Sound, and its seventeen- 
hand red- foot peak «a almost below 
Bell when be sighted the islands. But 
the islands have been seen full fifty 
■data from tfc- 

It took the plane nearly forty mm-. 
> to cover the space, but long before 
that the islands had become distinct 
Two tiny groups of scattered rocks, 
the whole group hardly five miles in 
length and by far the greater number 
no more than boulders surrounded by 
am i of fosse from t - Two of 

^them merited the name of islands The 
nearer was high end bare and pre< 
teas. No trace of vegetation showed 
upon it. The farther was smaller, end 
t northern corner a litti*-- cove 
showed, nearly land-locket>| 

Bell descended steeply. The big 
plane plunged wildly in the air eddies 

swi - ilana ot In* hoa. Irai 

adied and went win # 
on down lower, and lower. . . . To* 
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ww between tW two tit Mid* were 'Hi/a aa*a." W aaid mild)/. 1 am aa 
high, but tit* ecaplanc alighted old mm. But I am ■artiaali I wUl 



with a mighty. • tnminiloaa oylaahiag, ul) yoa 

••4 B«I1 navigated it grimly though Bella eye* glowed coldly. 

duaoatly into the mouth of tW cove "Doe* it occur to you." be aafced 



TVm • email beach ibonid. H« west grimly, "that it* too important a 
very elowly toward it. Preaeatfy ha Ur for ua to hart any acruple* about? 



if abruptly above. A wing tip That we can — and will — make you 
■oat grounded clow to tW ahorc u:> 

TVa motor* art odl sad kft a than- "Yoa may kill a**," anid TW Half 
eeroue ailencc Ball climbed atop the benignly, tut that Is all" 
cabin and let go tW anchor. "And." aaid Bell. Mill amor* gruuly. 

"We're here." he aaid ahortly. "Bring "we hare only to gat back ha the plana 
TW Maater and well go tabor e." yonder, and go away. 

TW Maater biaaatj at him Pree- 
r*T"* HE catwalk painted on tW lower ently W began to laugh eoftly 

W aaid gi 



A. wing guided them. Bell jiimf ra ~Hi/a oua." W eard gently, "let aa 

to tW rocka firrt. and rtiiaafilid. and atop than little byplay. Yea will take 

then roae to lift Paula down and take me back in aay airplane, and you will 

TW Master* amall. frail body from land aac at Punta Afaamv And tWa 

Jaouaona ansa yoa will ffy away. I concede yoa free- 

"You looked for a gun?" naked Bell dom. but that ia all Yoa cannot leave 

"He'd nothing to fight with,' aaid me her c 

jamiaon Warily. He had Wen facing "Paula." aaid BeU coldly, "get ia tW 

deaperauly. and bad found no anewcr. Paula roae doubtfully. Jamiaoa 

But W ahuddercd a little aa W looked etood up TW Maater c ia tlnm d ta 

about tW ialand. tWcfc l c amiably. » 

TWrc waa oothing in night buf rock. "You aee." W aaid cherubically, "you 

No moo*. No lichtni Not even happen to W a giatlimna . Senor Ball 

atringy gram or the *uf ty acrub buehea Every man Wa aomc w t a ham TWt 

that aceased able to grow aaywh- k yours. And you will not leave aa* 

BeU untied TW Maater. carefully Wre to die, becauee you have killed 

hut without solicitude TW little nam nry nephew. wW wm tW only other 

aat up. and bruaWd himarlf off care- aaan WW knew how to prepare my lit- 

fully. and arranged himaelf in a com- tie medicine. And you know. Senor. 

fortablc position, that all my aubjecta will wish to die. 

"I am an old man." aaid TW Maa- TWac wW do. in fact." W added mi Id- 
ler in mild reproach. "You might at ly. "will W fortunate. TW effect of 
Jcaet Wvc given me a cuahion to ait my little me di ci n e doca not make for 
•poo." happiacas without it» 

BeU aat down and lighted a ciga 7 



rettc with finger* that did not tremble' Y^ElL'l hande clenched^ 



in tW leaat- J-> "You know." aaid TW 

"Suppose." W aaid hardly, "you talk, comfortably, "that there are many thou 



Firat. of wWt your poiaon ia made, aanda of people whoae hand* will 

Second, of wWt tW antidote ia made. writW. very eoon. TW city of Puata 

Third, how w* may W aure you tell Arena* will be turned into a marling 

the truth." place of maniar* within a very little 

while— if I do not return. Would you 

THE MASTER looked at him with like. Senor. to think in after day* of 

bright, ehrcwd. and apparently tWt pleaaant city filled with men and 

kindly old eye*. women tearing each other like beast*/ 
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Of little children, even, crouching and 
crushing end rending the tender flesh 
o( other little children? Of lisping 

HNMgOfM-- 

"Siopr snarled Bell, in • fretiry 
"Damn your soul! You're right! I 
can't I You win— so far f" 

"Always." Mid The Master bene vo- 
lently. "I win il<j)i And you for- 
get. Senor. You hive teen the worst 
tide of my rale The revolutions, the 
rebellions, that have mode men btt, 
were they pretty thing* to watch? Al- 
ary rale is secure, then you shall 



HE wared a soft, beautifully 
formed hand. From every posei 
pod the situation was s cootra- 
diction of all reason. The hare, black, 
crusted rocks with no trace of 
vegetation showing The gray water 
1 surging among' the on- 
to* k» at the has* of the shore, 
while gulls screamed hoarsely over- 
head. The white haired little man with 
- - evolent face, smiling co n fid ent - 
ly at the two grim men. 

"The tunc will come." said The Mas- 
ter gently, and in the tone of utter 
with which one 
fact, the time will 
all the earth will know my rale. 
The taking of my little medicir. 
be as miiraonshri a thing as the, 
amnHng of tobacco, which I abhor.' 
Scnorcs. You are mistaken about there 
being an antidote and a poison. It it 
medicine only. One little com- 
A vegetable substance. Senor 
Bell. '^r mt ^ , ^T A with s product of mod- 
era chemistry. It it s aynthetic 
s a magnifier 
ence. and my little medicine n it* 
triumph. Even my d eputies have not 
beard me speak so. Scnorcs." 

Bell snarled wordlessly, hot if one 

had noticed bis eyes they would have 

been seen to be curiously cool and alert 

and waiting. The Master leaned for- 

and for once spoke seriously. 

reverently. 



-There shall be s forward step. Se- 
nores. in the race of men. Do you 
know the difference b e t w een the b- 1 
of s man and that of an anthropoid 
spc? It consists only of a filmy layer 
of cortex, a fihn of gray nerve cells 
which the ape has not. And that little 
layer creates the difference be t w een 
ape and man. And I have discovered 
more. My little medicine sets upon 
that film. Administered in the tiny . 
Quantities I have gives to my slave** 
it has no percepti ble effect. It is 
merely s c om p o u nd of s vegetable sub- 
stance and a synthetic organic base. It 
a eicreted from the body. Like 
lead, it remains always in solution in 
the blood. But in or out of the blood 
it changes, always, to the substance 

*or chaar. raedldae act* up- 

on the brain." 

H •sailed brightly upon 
-But though m tiny 
it has but little effect, in larger q.so- 
v —when fresh it makes the func- 
tioning of the gray cells of the human 
brain as far superior to the normal* 
I i gray ccllt. as those human gray 
t are to t - cells of the ape I 

That is what I have to offer to the hu- 
man race? Intelligence foe every man, 
ch shall be as the genius of the 
pasti- 
lle laughed softly. 

"Think. Scnoresl Compare the estate 
of men with the estate of apes! Com- 
pare the civilization which will arise 
■pan the earth when men's brains are 
as far above their present level as the 
present level is above the anthropoid! 
The upward jtcpe of the human race 
under my rate will parallel, will sur- 
pass the ad v ance front the brv- 
cavcovin to intelicctnai grnlaa But I 
have seen. Scnorcs. the one danger in 
my offering." 

There was silence Jamison shook 
hit head despairingly. The Master 
could sot see him. He formed the 
word with bis lips. 
"Craryr 
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BUT B«ll Mid coldly: 

"I n»u»t rale." Mid TW MiHtr eo- 
berly "It it feaintial If By littW 
MOM were known, batclligcacce would 
be magr.i&cd. bat under many Sags and 
with many alma Sdcntiata. with ge- 
aiaa biaidi which ^Newton a palca. 
would ecck oat deadly ■wywi for 
M The world woaM dcotrVy Haeif 
of ita awa geniua. Bat anger any 
rule—" 

"Mca to mad." and Bell coldly. 

The Maater aaalil reproach folly. 

"Ah. you are tryiaf to nuke me 
an fry. to that I will betray ■Manning! 
You are clever. Sena* Bell With ary 
little medicine, in Bock a,aaa»iHn m I 
woald adamaiatcr it to you. 

-You deacribc it." aaid BeU barahly 
"m • brain exama- 
it drive* men mad." 

To be aure." aaid The Maater Bald- 
ly 'It doe*. It i* not cacreted froM 
the body wn very, very alowly. But 
it change* in the blood atream^ Aa — 
let aa My— ougar rkangic faato akohol 
in digeatJon. The end pr adai ct of ary 
medicine it a poiaon which at- 
tacka the brain. But the elifbteat bit 
of unchanf ed aaedicine la aa aac i dc tc . 
It ..-— he aaailcd aaaiably— "it ia m if 
ta the body than fed to akohol. 
alcohol wm a poiaoa, but augar— 
i gtd w m an antidote. That ia 
it exactly. Yea aee that I have taken 
ary little Medicine for year*, and it baa 



-Bat Scnor." aaid The 
gentle dignity. "Merely M 



-Which." Mid Bell and i ninth aw 
hi* mannrr Made otter aileaca fall *o 
that each word fell eeparatcly into a 
vaat atillncaa— "which, thank God. ia 
the one thing that wine finally, for 

wr 



Q..T 



■get 



HE atood up and laughed. 
a genuine laugh. 
"Paula." he aaid comfortably. 
oa the plane. In the cabin. Ja 
and I arc going to atrip The Maater." 
Paula •tared. The Maater looked at 
hu» blankly. Jaoaaon frowned bewil- 
dercdly. but atood up grimly to obey. 



"Not for that." aaad Bell 


Ha 


langhad again. "But all the 


bVmj 


Ire 


been hearing about the eruff 


. Fee 


ao- 


ticed that nobody thought of it 


m a 


drug. It wm a poiaoa. People t 


were 

ad- 


poiaetitd- They did not be~~ 




dicta. Bat you you arc the 


: only ad- 


diet to your drug " 






He turned M Jamlnn. 


hie 


f»». 


gleaaaiag. 






-JamliM." he aaid Mitly. 


tM 


7*w 


ever know of a drug addict 1 


rho could 


bear ta think of ever being 


without a 


awpply of hia drag — rigkt aa fiat 


f-" 



JiMiian Uterally 

"By God! Nor 

The Maater wm quick. Ha 'wm 
eaaiaaing up the plane wing tip be- 
fore Jaaaiaon reached aim. and ha 
kicked freaeicdly when Ja 
plucked him off. Bat then H 
wholly, entirely, utterly 
the little white haired aaa 




plctc a 

I ~£fri 



iaeoa 
m they forced 
took a fe 



"Thle U It." aaid Bell ta a dee 
laiaction. *Thia ia hia point of 



THE Maater wm ghaatly to 
at. now. Jacniaon held him gently 
tucugh. conaidcring rverythiag. hart 
The Maater looked ai 
pen m one anight look at 

-I-I ewcar" be gaaped-' "I ew tar 
I will give you the formula I" 
-You might lie." aaid Jamlaoa 



"I twrar It!" par.ted The Maater ha 
agony. "It — If the formula ia k n o wn 
it— can be duplicated ! It — the excre- 
tion can be battened! It can all be 
forced from the body! Simply! So 
aimply! If only yon know! I 
tell yon how it ia done ! The i 
ia the cacodylatc of — " 
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B«ll wit Icwmf forward, bow. like 
a runner breasting the tape at the end 
of a long" and nhatming race. 

-Ill trade." b« said softly. 'Half tb« 
content* of tb« pen for the formal*. 
Tbe other half we'll need for analysis. 
Half the stuff in the pen for the for- 
moU for freeing your slaves P 

The Matter sobbed 

a pcnciir he gasped. "I 
•wear — " 

Jamison gave kirn a pencil and a 
notebook. He wrote, hia hands shah- 
ing. Jamison read inscrutably. 

"It doesn't mean anything to me." 
1 soberly, "but you can read it.' 
It's legible.** 

Bell smiled faintly. With steady fin- 
gers he took his own f pertain pen from 
his pocket. He emptied it of ink, assd 
put a scrupulous half of a milky liquid 
from The Master's pen into it He 
passed it over. 

"Your medicine." said Bell quietly, 
"may taste somewhat of ink. but it will 
not be t uiaoaesja Now. what do we 
do with you? I give you your choice. 
If we take you with us. yon will be 
held very secretly aa a prisoner until 
the truth of the information you have 
given us can be proven. And If your 
slaves have all been freed, then I sup- 
pose you will be tied 

THE Master waa drawn and hag- 
gard. He looked very, very old 
and beaten. 

"I— I would p. tier." he said dully, 
"that you did not tell where 1 am. and 
that you go away and leave me here. 
I— I may have some subjects who will 
search for me. and — they may discover 
me here . . But I am beaten. Senoe. 
You know that you have won." 

Bell swung up on the wing of the 
plane. He explored about la the cabin. 
He came back 

"There are emergency supplies." he 
said coldly. "We will leave them with 
you. with such things as may be use- 
ful to allow you to hope aa long aa 
possible. I do not think you will ever 
be found here ~ 



"I — prefer it. Senor." said The Mas- 
ter dully. "I— I will catch fish. . . " 

Jamison helped put the packages 
ashore. The Master shivered. Bell 
; ped off his coat and put it on top 
of the heap of packages. The Master 
did not stir. Bell laid a revolver on 
top of his coat. He went out to the 
plane and started the motors. The Mas- 
ter watched apathetically aa the big 
seaplane pulled clumsily out of the lit- 
tle cove. The rumble of the engines 
became a mighty roar. It started for- 
ward with a rush, skimmed the water 
for two hundred yards or so. and sod- 
denly lifted clear to go floating away 
through the air toward tbe north. 

PAULA waa the only one who 
looked back. 

"He's crying." she said uncomfort- 
ably. 

"It isn't fear." said Bell quietly. "It's 
grief at the loos of his ambition. It 
may not seetnvo to you two. but I be- 
lieve be meant all that stuff he told 
me.- He waa probably really aiming. 
in bis own way. foe an Improved world 
for men to Htm ' 

The plane roared on. Presently Bell 
said shortly: 

That stuff be has won't last IndssV 
nitcly. I'm glad I left him that re- 
volver." 

Jamison stirred suddenly. He dug 
down in his pocket and fished out a 
cigar. 

"Since I feel that I may live long 
enough to finish smoking this." he obi 
served dryly. "I think 111 light it I 
haven't felt that I had twenty aain 
of life ahead of me for a long time, 
A sense of economy made me 
>kc cigarettes. It wouldn't be so 
much waste if you left half a cigarette 
behind you when you were killed." 

THE tight little cabin began to reek 
of the tobacco. Paula pressed close 
to Bell 

■—Charles." she asked hopefully, 
"is — If it really all right, now?" 
"I think so." said Bell, fr i isins 
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"Our job'a over, anyhow We go up 
the Cmilna com and find that ivr^y 
beat. Wc turn our stuff over to them. 
They'll take over the task of seeing 
that crcry doctor, everywhere in Sooth 
America, know* bow to get The Maa- 
te»*t poioon out of the system of any- 
body wbo's affected. Some of them 
woa't be rt a ched, but most of them 
wilL I looked at bia formula. Stand- 
ard drugs, all of them. There won't 
be any trouble getting the news spread. 
The Master* slaves will nearly go 
craxy with joy. And.' be added grim- 
ly. "I'm going to see to it that the Rio 
police take back what they said a bo rt 
ui I think well have enough pull to 
demand that asuchP 

He waa atlent lot* m om ent or so. 
thinking. 

"I do think. Jamison." be said pres- 
ently, "we did a pretty good >ob" 

Jamison grunted. 

"If— if it's really over." said Paula 
hopefully. "Charles— " 

"Whatr 




"You— will be able to think abort 
me sometime* ." asked Paula wistfully, 
"instead of about The Master eJweysr* 

Bell stared down at her. 

"Good Lord!" be groaned. "Thar* 
been a brute. Paula I But I've base 
loving you — ~ He st o p ped, end then 
said with the elaborate politeness and 
something of the 
air of a man mating i 
ment. "I say. Jamison, did you know 
Paula and I were to be married T 

Jamison snorted. Then he said plac- 
idly: 

"Not Of course net. I never 
dreamed of such a thing When dad 
this remarkably original idea occur to 
you?" 

He puffed a huge cloud of 
from his cigar. It 
vile cigar. Bell scowled at him help* 
lesaly for a moment and then said 
wrathfully: 

"Oh. go to bell T 

And be bent ever and ki ss ed Paula. 
M (Th* En«V 
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The Flying City 
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I he burning solitude of tbc (rut 
Amou desert, some two mile* 
•oath of Ajo. a young KMtHlt 
wu about to perform an experi- 
ment that -ought hare far-reaching re- 
sults for humanity. 

The sc i e nt i st 

«rtf Gordon B 
d rick— a tall. 
tanned, robust 
chap who looked 
more like a pro*- ^~ 
pector in search of gold than a profes- 
sor of physics from the State Uni- 
versity of Tucsoo. 

Indeed, he was in a way. a prospector. 
it was gold be sought 



practical method of tapping the 
radio-energetic treasure of the 
and it waa an apparatus designed to ac- 
complish just this that be was about to 
test. 
The primary unit of the mi I hull— 
comprised a spbe- 
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roidal 

tube measuring a 
little over a foot 
across its long 
v mounted in 
a steel bracket that held it borironul 
with the ground. Down througn its 
short axis ran a shaft on which was 
centered a light cross of aluminum 
w.re. carrying four vanes of 




face of each coated with lampblack. A 
flexible cable led from the bottom of 
thia abaft to the baae of tbc bracket, 
where it was (eared to a small electric 
motor drives by two dry cells. A rheo- 
stat-twitch for delivering and control- 
ling the current was mounted nearby. 
At the wide arc of the egg-shaped 
tube was s cones re platinum cathode 
at the narrow arc a nib of some sort, 
ending in a socket. From this socket. 
two heavy insulated wires extended 
sixty feet or so across the sand to the 
secondary unit of the mechanism, 
which was roughly a series of resis- 
tance coils, resembling those in an or- 
dinary electric be 

AS Kendrick prepared to test this 
delicate apparatus that repre- 
sented so much of his tux ar.d 
thought, held so much of bis hope 
locked up in it, a turmoil arai 



heart, though his brown face 

If bis theories were right, that re- 
volving cross would tap and draw into 
its vanes radio-energetic waves of 
force, much sa tbc whirling armature 
of a dynamo draws into its coils elec- 
tro-magnetic waves of force. For the 
blackened sides of tbc vanes, absorb in g 
more radiation than the bright silica. 
would cause the molecules to n hound 
from the w aiu>ci surfaces with greater 
velocity, setting up an altercate pres- 
sure and bringing tbc rays to a focus 
on the cathode, wbcre they would be 
reflected to tbc nib at waves of bettne- 
ity. to use the word be had coined. 

Those were Kendrick's theories, and' 
now he moved to put them to tbc su- 
preme test. Switching on the current, 
be set tbc motor going. In response. 
the cross began to revolve, slowly at 
f. rtt— then faster, faster, aa be opened 
the rheostat wider. 
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Eyes fixed on hi* resistance coils, be 
gave a sodden cry of triumph Yes, 
there was no doubt about it t They were 
gT owing red. glowing brightly, white- 
ly. above the intense desert sunlight. 

Here was a means of converting so- 
lar radiation into beat. then, that of- 
fered t reme n d ous commercial possibil- 
ities? 

But even as he exulted, there came 
a blinding flash and the overtaxed 
colli bunt into 



SHIELDING his eyes from the 
glare, he reached for the rheostat, 
shut off the current, rushed to hit sec- 
ondary unit — where be beheld an amax- 
ing sight. Not only had this part of 
the apparatus completely disintegrated, 
but the sand of the desert floor under 
it aa well. On the spot quivered a 
miniature Lake of molten -glass! 

As Kendrick stood ruefully beside 
that fiery pool, mediating on the spec- 
tacular but not altogether gratifying 
results of his experiment, a peculiar 
low humming sound reached his ears 
Bushing back to his primary unit, with 
the thought that perhaps by some 
chance be had not fully closed the rhe- 
ostat, he looked at the cross. Bat no, 
the vanes were still. 

The humming increased, however — 
gTew into a vibration that made his 
eardrums ache. 

Purr led. be looked around. What 
on earth could it be? Had his unruly 
experiment called into play some tre- 
mendous, unsuspected force of the 
-universe Was he to bring the world 
to ruin, as a result of his blind groping 
after this new giant of po» 

Such predictions had often been 
made by the ignorant, to be dismissed 
by scientists as the veriest nonsense. 
But was there some truth in the uni-_ 
vertal fear, after all I Was be to be the" 
Prometheus who stole fire from Olym- 
pus, the Samson who toppled down the 
temple?? 

Chilled, dirned with the pain of the 
-.creasing vibration, be gritted 
his teethr^waiting be knew not what. 



Then it came — a spectacle so stag- 
gering that he went rigid with awe at 
he regarded it. all power of motion ut- 
terly numbed for the m oment. The 
vibration ceased. The thing appeared. 

It was a city — a city in the air— a 
frying city! 

AS Kendrick stood staring at * 
phenomenon, be could scarcely 
credit his senses. 

Had the magic carpet of Bagdad sud- 
denly materialised before him. he 
would not have been more astounded. 
And indeed, it was in a way a magic 
carpet — a great disclike affair, several 
miles in diameter, its myriad towers 
and spires glinting like gold under the 
noonday son. while its vast shadow fell 
athwart the desert like the pall of an 
eclipse 

The lower portion, be noted, was in 
the main flat, though a number of 
wartish protuberances jutted down 
from it. ejecting a pale violet emana- 
tion. Whatever this was it seemed to 
have the effect of holding the thing 
motionless in the air. for it hovered 
there quite easily, a hundred Tarda or 
so above the ground. 

But what was it? Where waa it 
from? What had brought it' 

Those were the questions be wanted 
answered; and they were to be. sooner 
than be knew. 

As be stood there speculating, a de- 
vice like a trap-door opened in the base 
of the disc and creatures resembling 
human beings began descending. Be- 
gan floating down, rather. 

Whereupon Kendrick did what any 
sensible man would have done, under 
similar circumstances. He reacted 
into motion. In short, be ran. 

GLANCING back over hia shoul- 
der after a minute or two. how- 
ever, be drew up sheepishly. Of that 
strange apparition and those who had 
descended from it there was not a 
trace, not a shadow ! 

But the peculiar humming had re- 
commenced, be realised in the next 
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breath and at the unx instant b« fch 
himself scired by invisible band*. 

There wa* a struggle, bat it in brief 
ami futile When it waa over bis cap- 
tor* became risible once more They 
were singular little beings about four 
feet tall, witb strange, wise, leathery 
faces, tbeir beads grotesquely bald. 

The *»«■»— «»»g bad ceaaed again. Tbc 
disc, too, was once more vwble. 

Wbat happened neat waa something 
eve n more astounding, if there could 
be any further degree* of wonder pos- 
sible for the utterly batted young sci- 
entist. He felt himself lifted op. leav- 
ing the desert floor, whirling away to- 
ward that incredible phenomenon ho- 
vering there. 

Another moment or two and be had 
been borne op through its trap-door 
opening, waa standing in a dark apace 
bounded by solid metal walla. Then 
be was thrust into a cylinder with sev- 
eral of his tiny guard*, shot swiftly up- 
ward. 

A DOOR opened a* they came to 
rest, and he waa led out into a 
vast court of gleaming amber crystal 
Something like a taxi slid up with ir- 
ridescent planes, and be waa bundled 
into it. whirled away again. 

Down broad, gW strung avenue* they 
passed, where similar trafbc flowed 
densely, but under marvelous cootroL 
Towering skyscrapers loomed to right 
and left. Tier on tier of upper and 
lower boulevards revealed themselves, 
all crowded with automotive and pe- 
destrian activity. 

At length a stupendous concourse 
was reached. Thousands of these taxis 
and similar vehicles were parked along 
its broad flanks, while literal * w anna 
of diminutive individuals circulated to 
and fro 

Amtted from the vehicle that bad 
brought him to this obvious center of 
the disc's activities. Kendrick was led 
into a monumental structure of jade- 
green stone that towered a foil hun- 
dred stories above the street leveL 
There be waa escorted into another of 




those projectilelike elevators, aba* up, 
up— till at length it came to rest. The 
door opened and be waa led out into a 
•mail lobby of the same amber crystal 
be bad observed before 

By now hi* guard* had diminished to 
two, but be no longer made any effort 
to escape. Wherever this a ma ring ad- 
venture might lead, be was resolved to 
follow it through. 

One of the guard* bad advanced to a 
jewelled door and waa | in mini, a but- 
ton. In response, the door opened. A 
golden-robed, regal creature stood 
there.'' 

THOUGH dwarfed to four feet. 
like hi* fellow, be was obviously 
their mental superior to a prodigiooa 
degree. Not only was his 
bald bead of large brain 
the finely-cut features of bis 
ment face bore the I 
of a powerful intellect. 

"Ao-chaar ins— mini this evident 
monarch of the disc addressing the 
guard*. 

They bowed and departed, abruptly. 

"My dear Kendrick f the regal per- 
sonage now said, in thin. |mi as* Eng- 
lish. "It is indeed a pleasure to wel- 
come you to my bamble unarms. Pray 
enter and make yourself comfortable." 

Whereupon be ushered him into a 
dazzling apartment that waa one vast 
mosaic of precious gem*, indicated a 
richly carved chair, into which the 
young acientiat d r opped woodermgry. 

"Now then. Professor." continued 
the mighty little dwarf, when he was 
seated in a chair even more sumpfnoua, 
"suppose we have a friendly little dis- 
cussion. I have been much interested 
in your experiment* on beat radiation. 
What you demonstrated this morning, 
in particular, was most absorbing. You 
have hit upon a rather profound scien- 
tific principle, ye*?" 

"Possibly." Kendrick admitted. qsJtt 
consciooa that be waa being patroo- 
tasd, 

"Oh. dont.be modest, my dear fel- 
lowf" smiled the dwarf. "I amathc last 
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one to belittle your achievement [aV 
deed, it i« because of it that I fcrte in- 
vited jrou here to-day. Permit me to 
introduce myself, and to make clear 
ooc or two possibly perplexing matter*. 
Then I am sure we shall have a most 
aftceable chat." 

HIS name was Cor. be said, and be 
was in truth the monarch of this 
■rrangv realm. His people had come 
from the one-time planet of Vada. far 
<Hfini in the universe. A thousand 
years ago. this planet had been doomed 
by the approach of an alien star. Their 
treat scientist. Raw. had met the em- 
ergency by inventing the disc 
whose construction they had poured 
all their resources. The pick of their 
populace had been salvaged on this 
giant life-raft. The rest bad perished 
when that destroying star had crashed 
down on the doomed Vada. 

Since* then these survivors and 
their descendants had been voyaging 
through space on their marvelous disc 
For hundreds of years they had given 
no thought to the future, content to 
drift on and on in the interstellar void, 
breathing an atmosphere produced ar- 
tificially. But at length the inevitable 
bad happened. This superb piece of 
m ec ha n ism devised by their super- 
genius. Raw, was beginning to show 
signs of wear. Some of its mighty en- 
gines were n»-iring the exhaustion 
point. Either they must soon find a 
planet comparable with the one they 
had once known, where they could 
pause and rehabilitate their machinery, 
or they must disintegrate and pass into 
oblivion. 

Faced with that crisis. Cor had long 
been seeking such a planet. He had 
found it. at last, in the earth— and had 
resolved that this was where they were 
going to alight and transplant the civ- 
. -r.t Vada. pending such 
time as they could take to space again. 

FOR some months now they had 
been hovering over various por- 
tions of the earth, studying its geog- 



raphy and jts peoples, with the result 
that they had concluded the United 
States offered the most logical point 
for launching the attack. Once this 
country was subdued, they were in 
possession of the richest and most ad- 
vanced section of the planet. The con- 
quest of the rest of it could await their 
-re. 

With such an invasion in view, their 
scientists had mastered the language 
of the country. This had been accom- 
plished very easily, since in addition 
to their power of mingling with the 
populace in an invisible form, they had 
the principles of radio developed to a 
high degree and were able to tunc in 
on any station they wanted. 

Kcndrick sat there, stunned, as Cor 
followed his astounding revelation of 
their origin with this calm plan for (be 
conqu es t of America, of the world. 
Why. of all people on earth, had he 
alone been singled out for this dis- 
closure? . 

He asked \he question now. 

"My dear Professor, can't you really 
guess?" replied Cor. with that leathery 
smile. "Hasn't it dawned that you were 
a little too near our own field with that 
machine of yours' A trine more re- 
search, a slightly different application 
—and you would have become a dan- 
gerous < 



"I mean there isn't a great deal of 
difference between the experiments 
you have been making and those our 
great Raw once made. For instance, 
bad your broadcast your beatricity. as 
you call it. instead of trying to trans- 
mit it on wires — well, picture a receiv- 
ing apparatus in each home of the land, 
like your commercial radio sets. You 
woujd have become a billionaire, don't 
you see?" 

KENDRICK saw indeed. It was 
simple, so simple! Fool — why 
hadn't be thought of it' 

"But your invention will never make 
you wealthy now. my dear fellow." Cor 
went on, tauntingly. "You will be our 
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guest, here, until we hare taken over 
youx interesting country. After that, 
if there it any need for the broadcast- 
ing of beat, we will furnish it our- 
selves. We have those facilities, among 
others, fully developed. Would you 
care to see our plant T 

Kendnck naturally admitted that be 
would, so the dwarf led him through a 
rear door and up a winding flight of 
stairs. They emerged presently into a 
great Laboratory housed in the glass- 
roofed pinnacle of the tower. 

There be beheld a sight that left htm 
breathless. Never before bad be seen 
such an assemblage of scientific appa- 
ratus Its vastneaa and strangeness 
were fairly overpowering, even to a 
man as well versed in physio-chemical 
paraphernalia as he was. 

Before hit eyes could take in a tenth 
part of the spectacle. Cor had led him 
to the left walL 

"There." he said, "you will observe a 
development of your beat generator." 

Kendnck looked — to sec a long 
bank of large vacuum-tubes, each 
about three feet high and a foot wide, 
connected by a central shaft that 
caused series o'f little vanes in each of 
them to revolve at lightning speed. 

Around the apparatus moved nu- 
merous small attendants, oiling, wip- 
ing, adjusting its many delicate parts. 

"Well, what do you think now?" 
asked Cor. 

Kendnck made no reply, though be 
was thinking plenty. 

"You see. it is your invention, my 
dear Professor." the dwarf went on in 
his taunting voice, "only anteceded by 
a thousand' years — and rather more per- 
fected, you must admit.'* 

HE walked now to the center of the 
laboratory, where stood a huge 
dial of white crystal, ranked with many 
levers and twitches, ail capped with the 
same material. 
"Behold f" be said, throwing over 

GT- 

Instantly there came again that pe- 
culiar low bumming that had so pui- 



xled him a few minutes be foes flirt the 
entire room, its engines, its attendants. 
Cor himself, leapt into invisibility. 
Only Kendnck remained, facing the 
faintly visible cryst al dia L 

Then be saw a switch move, as 
though automatically. But no. for the 
dwarfs band was on it now. Visibility 
had returned. The vibration ceased. 

That is the central control," said 
Cor. "Our city and all its inhabitants 
become invisible when that switch is 
thrown. Only the dial remains, for 
the guidance of the operator, and even 
that cannot be seen at a distance of 
more than fifty feet. BoTOow behold I" 

He raised his hand, tou ch ed a watch- 
like device strapped to his wrist and 
was instantly invisible. But the labo- 
ratory and every machine and 
in it remained in plain view. Nor 
there any vibration now. 



ent, having touched 
little device 



Or** HE next ma 
'Ql. that curious 
/Cor reappeared. 

That is the local control.*' be said. 
"Every one of our inhabitants, 
those under discipline, has one of 
little mechanisms. It enables us to 
make ourselves invisible at wilL A con- 
venience at times, you must admit." 

"Decidedly." Kendrick agreed. "And 
the principle?** 

"Quite simple. One*of those, in fact, 
that Lies behind your researches. 
Doubtless you would have hit upon it 
yourself in time Your own scientist. 
Faraday, you may recall, held the 
opinion that the various forms under 
which the forces of matter manifest 
themselves have a c o mrmx i origin. We 
of the disc thanks to our great Raw, 
have found that rreiwnon origin." 

It rsa the origin of matter itself. 
Cor said, which lay in the ether of in- 
terstellar sp a c e en ergy, raw. cosmic — 
vibrations, rays. 

By harnessing and controlling these 
various rays, his people had been able 
to accomplish their seeming miracles 
miracles that the people of earth, too, 
were beginning to achieve— as in elec- 
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tricity. for instance, and its further ap- 
plication, radio. 

But the people of Vada bad long 
tiace mastered such simple rays, aad 
now. in p osstsaion of vastly more 
powerful ones, had the elemental 
forces of the universe at their disposal. 

THE disc was propelleothrough 
space by short rays of tremend- 
ously high frequency, up above the 
ultra-violet. The same rays, directed 
downward instead of outward, enabled 
than to overcome (be pull of gravity 
when a planet's influence. *a at present. 
And the escalator rays, by which they 
could proceed to and from the disc 
were also of high frequency, as were 
their invisibility rays. 

"But you. Professor, are more inter- 
ested in low frequency rays, the long 
ones down below infra-red." co ntinued 
Cor. "You have seen our development 
of the beat-dynamo principle. It uni- 
ties. I might add. not only solar radia- 
tion but that of the stars *t well. There 
being a billion and a half of these in 
the universe, many of them a thmiaand 
times or more as large as your own sun. 
we naturally have quite an efficic 
tie beating plant here. It provides us 
with our wea p on of warfare, as well as 
keeping us warm. Permit me to dem- 
onstrate. " 

He led the way to a gleaming circle 
of glass like »n inverted telescope, 
about a yard in diameter, mounted in 
the floor 

"LooVr said the dwarf. 

Kendrick did so— and there, spread 
below him. lay the floor of the desert. 
His camp, his apparatus, were just as 
be had left them. 

Cor now moved toward the dial. 

"Behold r he said, pulling a lever. 

Instantly the scene below was j 
feroo. Stricken by a blast of stupen- 
dous beat, the whole area went molten, 
lay quivering like a lake of lava in the 
1 of an active volcano. 

"Suppose, ray dear Professor." 
smiled the dwarf, strolling back from 
the dial, "just suppose, for instance. 



that instead of the lonely camp of an 
obscure scientist, your proud city of 
New York bad been below there P 

KENDRICK shuddered. 
Well be knew now the terrible 
power, the appalling menace of this 
strange inva ' 

"I would prefer not to make such a 
supposition." be said, quietly, with a 
last thoughtful glance at that witches' 
caldron below. 

"Then let us think of pleasanter 
things. You are my guest of honor. 1 
— America's foremost scientist, though 
■he may never realire it." with a pip- 
ing chuckle. "To-night there will be 
a great banquet in your honor. Mean- 
while, suppose I show you to your 
quarters." 

Nettled, faming, though outwardly 
calm. Kendrick permitted himself to be 
escorted from the laboratory to an or- 
nate apartment on one of the lower 
floors. 

There Cor left him. with the polite 
hint that be would find plenty of atten- 
dants bandy should be require any- 
thing. 

Alone now. in the midst of this vast, 
nightmarish metropolis, be paced back 
and forth, back and forth— knowing 
the hideous fate that threatened the 
world but powerless to issue one word 
of warning, much less avert it. 



KENDRICK was still thinking and 
brooding along these lines when 
saw the door of the apartment swiftly 
open and close again. 

Someone bad entered, invisible I 

Backing away, he waited, tense. 
Then, suddenly, his viiitof material- 
ixed. With a gasp, be saw standing be- 
fore him a beautiful girl. 

She was a young woman, rather, in 
ber early twenties. Not one of these 
pigmies of the disc either, but a tall, 
let creature of his own world. 

Her hair was dark, modishly bobbed. 
Her eyes were a det-p. clear brown, her 
skin a warm olive. And she was dressed 
as though she had just stepped off 
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Fifth Avenue — which indeed «he had. 
not to long ago, as be was toon to learn. 

"I hope I haven't startled you too 
nock, Mr. Kendrick." the said, in a 
rich, husky murmur. "but — well, there 
wasn't any other way." 

"Oh. I guess 111 get over it." he rs- 
plied with a smile. "But you hare the 
advantage of me. since you know my 



Hers was Marjoric Blake, she told 
him then. 

"Not the daughter of Henderson 
r be gasped. 

"Yes." with a tremor, "bia only 
daughter." 

Whereupon Kendrick knew the solu- 
tion of a mystery that bad baffled the 
I otkc for weeks. The newspapers bad 
been full of it at the time. This beau- 
tiful girl, whose father was one of 
A-aerica's richest men and president of 
its largest bank, had disappeared as 
though the earth had swallowed her. 
She had left their summer estate at 
Great Neck. Long Island, on a bright 
June morning, bound for New York on 
a shopping tour — and had simply van- 



SUICIDE had been hinted by 
of the papers, but had not bees 
taken seriously, since she had no ap- 
parent motive for ending her life. Ab- 
duction seemed to be the more logical 
explanation, and huge rewards had 
been offered by her frantic parents — 
all to no avail. 

What bad happened was. she now ex- 
plained, that after visiting several 
shops and making a number of pur- 
chases, she had stepped into Central 
Park at the Plaza for a breath of fresh 
air before lunching at the Sherry- 
Netherlands, where she planned to 
meet some friends. 

But before advancing a hundred 
yards along the secluded path, she had 
been seized by invisible bands — had 
felt something strapped to her wrist, 
before anyone came in sight — and then. 
invisible too. had been lifted up. 
whirled away into a vast, humming vi- 



bration that sounded through the air. 

Once on the disc it bad swept off 
into space at incredible speed, pi using 
only when some bundreda of miles 
above the earth and invisible from be- 
low without mcehaniral aid. When its 
vibration finally ceased that amaiing 
city had leapt before her eyes. 

Then, her own visibility restored, 
she had been led into the presence of 
that mighty little monarch. Cor. who 
explained that she had bees •eased aa a 
hostage and would be held aa an ace in 
the bole, pend^g conquest of her coun- 
try. Since when she had been a pris- 
oner aboard the disc 

LEARNING of Kendrick's capture, 
from gossip among the wome n , 
she had taken the first opportunity of 
coming to him. in the hope that be- 
tween them they might devise some 
means of escape. 

Indeed, that was his own fondest 
hope — their imperative need, if the 
people of America and of the earth 
were to be saved from this appalling 
mmarr But what basis was there for 
such a fantastic hope? Just oneC that 
be could see. 

"That thing on your wrist.' be said, 
voicing it. "I'm surprised they let you 
wear one of those." 

"They don't." she smiled. "I stole 
it * — from one of the maids in my apart- 
ment. It was the only way I could get 
here without being seen. I felt I mast 
sec you at once. We've got to do some- 
thing, soon, or it'll be too late. I felt 
that, as a scientist, yon might have 
some ides bow we could get off." 

"How do the people themselves get 
off T be asked. "That escalator ray — 
do you know bow they use it ?" 

"No. I've never been able to find out. 
They don't let me go near that part ef 
the city." 

Kendrick reflected a moment. 

"Let's have a look at that invisibility 
affair," be said. 

She removed it from her wrist, 
banded it to him. Somewhat in awe. 
be examined it. 
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THE mrrhaniam portion, which wu 
linked is a (trap of elastic metal, 
resembled only superficially a watch, 
he now saw. Rather it bad the appear- 
ance of some delicate electric twitch. 
Rectangular in shape, it was divided 
into two halves by a band of white 
crystal. In each of these halves were 
two little buttons of the same material. 
those on one side round, on the ether 



"Which bartons control the invisi- 
bility r be asked. 

"The square ones." she replied 
"One** pushed in now. you see. If you 
should push the .other, the first would 
come out — and you'd pass oat of the 
picture, so to speak." • 

Kendrick was half tempted to try the 
thing then and there, but deferred the 
impulse. 

"What are the round bartons for?" 
be inquired instead. 

Marine didn't know, but thought 

Sthey were probably aa eme rgen cy pair. 

in case something went wrong with the 

■quire ones. In any event, nothing 

happened when you pushed them. 

Kendrick poshed one. just to see It 
was true Nothing happened — but he 
seemed to sense a faint, peculiar vibra- 
tion and a wave of giddiness swept 
over him. On poshing the other, which 
released the first, it stopped. 

HE handed the device back to Mar- 
parte 

"There* your bracelet. Now. if I 
can just get one like It. I think we'll 
get down to earth all right." 

"Oh. Mr. Kendrick r Her eyes lit up 
eagerly "Then ybaVc thought of a 
wayr 

"Not exactly I think I've discov- 
ered their own way. I can't be | 
bat I'm willing to gamble on it. if you 

"Then you — you think those round 
buttons are connected with the esca- 
lator rays?" 

"Exactly! I thins" they control indi- 
vidual descent and ascent, just as the 
square ones control individual visibil- 



ity aad invisibility. At aay rate, it's 
the hunch I'm going to act oa right 
now. if you're with me." 

"Oh. I'm with your she breathed. 
"Anything, death almost, would be pre- 
ferable to this." 

"Then stand by. invisible I'm going 
to get one of say jailors in here and re- 
lieve him of his wriat-watch." 

Marjoric touched that little square 
button on her own. She instantly be- 
came invisible. 

Kendrick' touched a button too. a 
button be had noticed beside the door. 
As he had s up p o s ed , it brought one of 
the Vadana. 

Shutting the door quietly, be seised 
the fellow before be could move his 
band to his wrist. Thwarted in his at- 
tempt to vanish from sight, the diminu- 
tive guard attempted aa outcry. But 
Kendrick promptly throttled am 
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ARJORIE had reappeared 
r aad together they 
him to a chair with a gilded cord torn 
from the drapery. 

Removing the precious ssecbaaissa 
from hit wnit, Kendrick slipped it on 
own. 

"Now let's got" be said, prtssisg the 

rotrudiag square button of the device. 
■ A'e haven't a minute to— my golly, 
what a peculiar sensation f" 

It » rather odd. isn't it?" she 
laughed, pressing her own and joining 
htm in that invisible realm. 

"Fecit like a combination electric 
massage aad cold shower! Where arc 
you. anyway ? I can't see you." 

"Of course you .can't f" came aa ua» 
seen tinkle "HereT 

He felt her brash bam. 

"Better bold hands." be suggested, 
then gave an invisible flush be was glad 
she couldn't sec 

"All right A good 1 1 

Her delicate hand came into his. soft, 
warm. Heart vibrating' even faster 
than bis body, hit whole being a-quivcr 
with a strange exaltation. Kendrick 
opeaed the door, aad they left the 
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THE neat half-hour wm the tensest 
cither of thexn had ever experi- 
enced. Every foot of the way was 
fraught with peril 

Not only did they hare to carefully 
a-roid the visible maim s of little peo- 
ple who hurried everywhere, but had 
to be on their guard as well against 
any who might be mo-ring about like 
themachrca under cover of i ru Mi t iility. 

Nor could they uac any elevator* or 
public conveyance*, but were obliged 
to make their way down to the con- 
course by heaven knew bow many 
flights of stair*, and cross heaven knew 
bow many teeming streets on foot, be- 
fore they reached the amber court, be- 
low which the trap-door and their hope 
of freedom. 

They got there at last, howev er , de- 
scended, and peered down from that 
yawning brink upon the desert floor — 
to draw back with gasp* of dismay. For 
the area still 
from the stu| 
wiped out Kcndrick't 

"W-wbt u it?" she gasped. 

Swiftly be told her. 

"But isn't there any way around it? 
Look, ovtr there to* the left. One edge 
of the crater seems to end almost un- 
derneath us." 

It was true that the center of the 
caldron wsa far to the right of where 
they stood, and that its left rim was 
only a little within their direct line of 
descent. Bat to land even one foot in- 
side that inferno would be as fatal aa 
to alight in it* very midst. 

KENDRICK was thinking fast. 
"There's just a chance." be 
said. It all depends upon bow wide 
the rone of these escalator ray* is. and 
whether we can tune in on them. At 
I can probably answer the latter 



pull swept over 



the Invisibility rays 
Alternate waves of 
pression. of push as 
him. 

A minute of it was enough. He 
pressed the round button that now pro- 
truded, ending 
faced Marjorie. 

"I'm positive i 
control descent t 
aa I can figure, the rays work on the 
principle of an endless belt. If you're 
up here, you get carried down, and vice 
versa. A* to bow wide the belt is. sad 
■b ethel you can move sideways on it, 
remains to be seen. Anyway. I'm go- 
ing to take a chance. Ill go first. If 
my guess is wrong, you— well, needn't 
follow- 

"No. I'm going with your she de- 
clared resolutely. 'We've come this 
far together. I shan't be left 
now. Let's goT 

And again her soft, warm ham 
inhisv 

Lord, what a girl I How many would 
be brave enough to take a g»— '"t like 
that, on a fellow'* mere supposition? . 

"Ail right — go it l»T he said. "Push 
your round button, like this." He 
showed her the wsy be thought 
right, pushed his own. "Ready?" 

"Ready r 



THEIR voices were grave. It 
a grim prospect, stepping off fasss) 
space like that, with only a guess he- 



Pushing the protrudctot round but- 
ton on his mysterious bracelet as he 
spoke, be leaned over the edge of the 
trap-door and awaited result* 

They were not long in coming The 
vibration be was already under from 



"Then jumpf- 

They jumped, gripping each other's 
hands tightly end instud of drop- 
ping like plum met s were caught in a 
powerful field of force and whirled 
gently downward. 

"Oh. you were right T gasped Mar- 
jorie. awed. "See. we — " 

Then she paused, horror-stricken. 
for it waa obvious that they were to 
descend within that lake of molten 
glass, unless they could change their 
course at once. 

"Quick r he called. "Hold fasti 
Now — runf 
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Breathless, they raced to the left. 
•crow that invisible descending belt. 

Too far. Kendrick knew, and they 
would plunge outside it* zone, fall 
nihil! and mangled. Not far enough. 
and they would meet cremation. It 
wa« a fearful hazard, cither way. but it 
had to be taken. 

They were almost down, now, and 
still not quite far enough to the left. 
The heat of that yawning crater rose 
toward them. 

"Faster— ItsttrT be cried, fairly 
dragying her along with him. 

A last <la*h ■ breathless instant — 
sod they stood there on the ground, 
not three feet from the edge of doom. 

Swooning with the heat. Marjone 
swayed against ban. m urmu red an in- 
coherent prayer 

"Take heart T be whispered, lifting 
her bodily and bearing her aome yards 
away. "We're down — \- 



■ • 



THEIR safety was but reb 
however. Kendrick well 
1 they could pot miles 
them and thia monstrous disc they 
yere not really safe. No telling how 
their escape might be discovered 
mg what terrible means Cor 
might take of curbing their flight. 

So as soon as Marjorie had recovered 
sufficiently to proceed, they beaded oS 
across the desert at a fast walk toward 
A>o. where be hoped to catch the after- 
noon train for Gila Bend. From there, 
they could board the limited for Tuc- 
son aad points cast, when it came 
thrifTf** from Yuma that night. 

They bad timed oat on the escalator 

rays, but continued on still invisible— 

K bung above them in plain 

new aad it would have beta suicide to 

let themselves he seen. 

- :.-. > soon began to 
have an uneas y feeling of being fol- 
He looked around from time to 
bat could see nothing Were 
of those invisible bttlc creatures 
on their trail' 

Hi said not mag to Marjoric 
anxiety, bat presently she too began 




glaring backward aneaairy. every f « 
steps. 

"They are near u*r she 
length, in a whisper. "I 
them." 

It was more than sense, they 
discovered. Little paddings 
quite audible, and once or twice they 
saw the sand scuffed up. not tweaty 
feet away, as though by a foot 
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EANWHILE they were 
ing a n»* of ground, broken by 
jy small hummocks aad dotted with 
thorny shrubs. On. the other side, at 
the foot of a long down-slope, lay A jo. 

Once they reached the summit. Ken- 
drick felt sure they could ontdiatinri 
their pursuers oa the descent. Already, 
if h.t watch was right, the train waa 
preparing to ptfft oat. It would be a 
breathless dash, but he waa confident 
they could make it. 

So be reassured afarjone as best he 
could, and helped her oa up the slope. 

They were practically on the summit 
and already in view of the little rail- 
road station and huddle of shacks be- 
low — when suddenly be felt himself 
?ed and flung violently to the 
ground. At the aaaae instant, his com- 
panion emitted a scream, aa she felt 
herself seized by invisible hand*. 

Leaping to his feet. Kendrick nailed 
out with 'solid fists at their attackers. 
Croaaa anaamj the impacts and be 
knew his blows were taking effect. 

FREE for a moment be dashed to 
Marjoric. felt for the midgets who 
swarmed around her. Seizing one of 
the invisible forms, he -lifted it and 
fiaag it crashing to the ground. An- 
other, likewise, and an o ther . 

Then be threshed bis legs, where 
two of the cr e ator ca clang, trying to 
drag baa down again. They Sew 
through the air. with ufcu of fright. 
!. so far. so goodT he ra> 
claimed. "We won't wait to see if 
there are any more. Come oa— : 
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-Right r 

Reaching foe each other's hwifa, 
they raced down the slope 

Halfway there they uw a warning 
blast of steam rise from the engine. 
followed by a whistle. 

"They'll be pulling oat in • tntawt* 
dowT be gasped, increasing speed. 
"We're got to make it t— our only 
chancer 

-We will make itT the 



through clenched teeth, meeting bis 
'pace. 

Glancing over hi* ahou l der. after 
another fifteen seconds. Kendnck ww 
that the disc waa no longer visible. 
Since there waa no vibration be real- 
ised with relief that it-woo now hidden 
w behind the slope they were descending. 
"Qu» c * — P**>h 7*** button r he said. 
p—hing his own. 

They came out of the isfhatnrt of 
the invisibility rays, raced breathless 
the slope — gained the station 
just as the train was gi ttisg 
way. 

Hllsisg the eshaasted girl aboard, 
be mounted the steps himself, led her 
thrsst gb the vestibule into its single 



Dropping into a sent, they sat there 
as the train gathered speed. 



BY the tame the decrepit but life- 
saving little local drew into Gila 
Bead they had somewhat re c ov er ed 
from their harrowing experience. 

Marjorie was still pale, however, as 
Ksadritk helped her from the train. 

"I may recover." she said with a wan 
smile, "but I'll never look the samel 
An old saying, but I know what it 



He thought better of a 
pulse to tell her she looked -quite all 
right to bJas. Instead, he said grimly : 

"I know now what a lot of things 
mean!"* 

The Tucson limited would not be 
tfirough for over an hour, they learned. 
That would give them time to bunt op 
the authorities and sound a warning of 



vicinity. Perhaps, by 

action, it might be destroyed, or at 

least ceippled. 

But first they went to the 
office, where Marjorie got off a 
aagc that would bring joy to her 
grieve d family. 

While standing there outside the 
barred window, odors 
wafting to them from 




"Um-mP she sniffed. "That 
good to me I I haven't 
earthly cooking foe ages. m 
on that horrible disc « 

"Then I suggest w< 
eggs, at once." he said. ."Or 
you prefer a steak?" 

-I think I'll have bothT 



AS they walked into the 
room. Kendrick told her of the 

for that night. 
"I guess I didn't miss much." he 



"You certainly didn't f~ she smarts' 
with a smile. "It would have 
opened with a puree of split -molecule 
soup, continued with as entree of 
breaded electrons, sad closed 
ionic «*«• 

He laughed. 

"I'm just as we IT satisfied I 
able to attend I Humble as it is. I 
this will prove to be much mere whole- 
some food." 

Night had fallen by the thaw they 
left the lunch-room. Glancing at bis 
watch. Kendrick saw that they 'still 
had better than a half-hour before the 
limited waa due. so they beti 
selves to the police station. 

It was only a block away and in i 
steawnci they weren't long reaching it. 

The chief bad gone boast, the omccr 
at the desk informed them, but if there 
waa anything they cared to report, he 
would be glad to make note of it 

A big raw-boned westerner, he shift- 
ed hie quid as be spoke sad spat re- 
soundingly in a c us pido r at bis feet. 

"All right, then— get year pencil 
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ready r said Keadnck with a 
Thu U Miss Marjoric Blake, daugh- 
ter of Henderson Blake, of New York. 
Perh aps yon read of b«r disappear* 
aacc. a frw weeks ago Awl I . . ." 

Ai be introduced himself aad told 
briefly of their astounding experience, 
the ofcecr'a eye* hedged with aaaase- 



~Say. what yuh-all tryin' to hand 
me T be snorted finally. "D'yuh think 
I was born staple T~ 

Press your but ion i » * 
Marjorie. "Show him bow the umu- 
btlity ray works. It'll save a lot of ar- 



-Rightf" 

HE held up his wrist. 
SeethL' Now watch r 
Whereupon he pressed the button. 
But to their dianwy. nothing happened. 
-Wa-aL I'm atill watchinT drawled 
the officer "Whoa loony now?" 

Kcndrick examined the mechanics 
in iaapatience. pressed that little but- 
M repeatedly: bat still rvo'-hing hap- 
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"Try yoursf" he told Marjeeic anal- 
ly 

• She did so. with similar results— or 
lack of them 

"Something's wToctg." be said at 
length. "The ray isn't workiag." 

"Wrong it right P declared the of- 
ficer with a contempt sous flood of to- 
bacco juice "Yah folks better fo 
catch yuhr train 'fore yah ferget where 

■ 

Chagrined, embarrassed, they took 
r, headed hack toward the 

"Of all the c- * thing* r de- 

I Marjorie. as they walked along. 
-Why do you suppose it didn't workr 
'rick didn't reply at once. When 
' hi* voice was gri 
'Because the disc has {one f" he said 
ire cuttide its rone of influence- 
That » my bunch, at least, and I think 
better act c^ 

"I mean oar escape has probably 



caused them to harry their 
They're probably over New York rifht 
now. I think we'd better ret there the 
quickest possible way ." 

THE result was that when the train 
came, they remained on it only to 
Tucson. There they chartered a fast 
plane and started east at once. 

At sunset the following day the 
plane swooped but of the sky and slid 
to rest on the broad g rou n ds af the 
Blake estate at Great Neck 

A* Kcndrick stepped from the cabin 

and helped Marjoric down, a tall, die- 

I anguish ed- looking man with graying 

hair and close -cropped mustache came 

' hurrying toward them 

"Daddy T she cried, rushing into hit 
arms. "Oh. Daddy— Daddy T 

E*en without this dcanoaatrseian. 
Kcndrick ■a a ld hare recognised Hen- 
derson Blake from pictures he had seen 
recently in the papers. 

Now he was introduced, and Blake 
wat gripping his hand warmly. 

"I don't ouite know what thu ia all 
about. Professor." he heard the great 
financier say. "Marjories telegram 
Last night waa at cryptic as it was over- 
joying But I do know that I owe you 
a deep debt of gratitude 

aad you owe our pilot about a 
t han e a n d dollars. taoT pat in the 
daughter of the bouse, clinging to her 
father's ana. "Please give him a check 
— then well go inside and 111 esplsJa 
all about it " 

"A matter very mach easier dis- 
patched than my debt to Professor 
Kcndrick." said Blake, complying. 

The check was for two thousand, not 
he pilot saw when be received it- 
Thank you very much, sir I" he . 
saluting 

"Don't mention it. Good night— 
aad good luck to you V 

THE pilot returned to bis plane, it 
lifted from the lawn, droned off 
into the twilight. 

Then they approached the cool white 
villa that stood invitingly a 
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yards or so away beyond — nkrn pr 
d( i 

A* they nearcd it. a hand a n a ne . well- 
prcservcd woman wfaoa* lace reflected 
Mar/orie't own be a u t y came toward 
them. Lines of suffering were Mill 
aslda.nl around ber sensitive mouth. 
but ber dark eye* were radiant. 

-MotberT 

"My poor dsclingP 

They ruabed mto each otbera arms. 
clung, aocotng ana laughing. 

Kendrick waa g lad when tbeac inti- 
mate greetings were over and he bad 
met Mrs. Blake. 

Tbry ware ia the drawing -room now. 
listening to a somewhat more lood ac- 
count of tbeir daughter a experiences 
and tboar of ber rescuer Marjori* waa 
doing moat of tbc talking bat every 
now and again abc would turn to Kas- 
drick for verification. 

-HeaveaaP gasped Mra. Blake, fami- 
ly 'Can aoch things be 

"Abnoat anything 
nowadays, aay dear." bar 
ber. "And you aay. Profi 
have brought back samples of than in- 
Tiaibtlity device P" 

"Yea. we bare, but I can't promise 
they'll work. Ill try. however " 

Whereupon, aceptically. be preaaed 
that little aquarc button — and 
faded out of sight 

"Good Lord r cried Blake, leaping to 
hia fort. That proves it) Why. thia 
la poaitiTely — ~ 

HIS remarks were cut abort by a 
acrcam of terror from hia wife. 

" kt ax )o€ ic — Marjone f" abe shrieked 

Wheeling, be faced tbc chair where 
hia daughter had aat. It waa empty, ao 
far aa banana ryes could m 

"Don't worry. Mother — Daddy P 
came a cahn voice from it. 'I'm quite 
all rifht— coming back— ateady." 

And back abc came, aa did Kendrick. 
from the empty chair beaide ber. 

Hal face wit crave The aucceae of 
tbc dra so n st ra ti un . which had proved 
their atory to practical-minded Hen- 
derson Blake, had proved to bun 




' nftog ether 
diac aa be bat 
eastward immediately 
their escape, and 
hovering right over New York. 

"Marvelous — aaarveloosP declared 
Blake "But that boat ray. 
That sounds hod. You arc 
it as as powerful os they aaake out P 

"Positively ! That blast tbry let go 
in tbc desert would have utterly de- 
stroyed New York." 

"Haal Yes. no doubt you're right. I 
fully realise bow the fearful menaca of 
this thing. Do you thank the military 
—esaillln will be able to cope with 
itr 

"I don't know. Perhaps, if tbry art 
p ro mpt enough," 

"And ia there no other 
ratine wayP 



KENDRICK grew thoughtful 
'I wonder." be said at 




ry mini) an experi- 
ment I'd like to make, if I had the fa- 
cilities of scene Urge electrical 



"You ahall have them to morrow P 
Blake promised. "I'm one of the direc- 
tors of Consolidated Electric Their 
cipcrbnental laka rsUQ in Brooklyn is 
the finest of its ksod in Aaserics. Ill 
are that you have the run of it ■ 

"That will be wj kind." ssad Kcn- 
drick. "Ban don't aspect anything to 
come from it. necessarily. Ira yaat a 
theory I want to work oar." 

A butler entered st thia aaosntat and 



"Well, theories are mighty 
deyaP beamed Blake, aa they rose, 
clapping the younger man an the 
aboulder. "You go ahead with your 
111 bring a few facta to 
To m o r ion noon 111 escorc acne 
military men and others of my friends 
over to the laboratory to bear and ace 
a raw thing of thia menace direct. 
Meanwhile, and during thia rriaia. it 
will honor sac to have you as aay 



m 
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guest r ill ii ill il Marjone, 



"Our 

with a 



NEXT morning Blake 
Kendrick out to the Brooklyn la- 
boratory of the Consolidated Electric 
Utilities Corporation and installed turn 
there. r 

Then be left — to return at noon with 
the promised delegation of generals, 
swniii ill, statesmen and financiers. 

They were all frankly sceptical. 
though realizing that Henderson Blake 
Was not a man given to cuggeratioo. 
Noe did their sceptic tars altogether 
vanish when Kendrick had ended his 
bizarre story with a demonstration of 
the invisibility dc> I 

Murmurs of amazement ran around 
the Laboratory, it is true, but the more 
'-ard-hcaded of his spectators charged 
| invented the appa- 
hunsclf Though they dida't 
come right out and say so. they seemed 
to imply that he was seeking publicity 

Annoycdly. Kendritk tried to refute 
their charges. But even as he was mm 
mooing ww lit, refutation utter and 
complete came from the 

A low, bumming vibrattoo loundcd. 
grew in volume till it filled the room 
and as suddenly ceased. The light of 
mid-day faded to twilight. 

The 4ncT gasped Kendrick. rush 
ing to the west windows. 

They followed, tense with awe. And 
there, between earth and saw. its myr- 
iad towers and spires refracting a 
weird radiance, hovered that vast fly- 
ing city 

'My Codr m u t ter ed a famtsi gen- 
eral, staring as though he had seen a 

s***fli 

A fj -ww opened his lips, 

but no words came. 

-Appalling t Incredible V burst from 
others of that atiwrd inrwblixe 



THEIR conwnents were cut short 
by a broadcast voice, thin and 
tremendously amplified, a voice 
l*f laiik recognized at once as that of 
Cor. 



"People of America r rt said. "We 
of the planet Vada have copse to con- 
oner your co untr y. You will be given 
Jorty-eigbt boars to lay down your 
anas. I f complete surrender has- not 
been made by high noon, two days 
from now. New York will be de- 
stroyed." 

The voice ceased. The banamiof re- 
comenced — waned in vokane till \t 
died away. Twilight turned one snore 
to nudday. 

Herring fisedry throagfa the went 
w in dow i of the laboratory - the little 
assemblage saw the disc swallowed up 
in the clear blue sky. 

Then they turned, faced one another 
gravely. t 

Outside, on the streets, confusion 
reigned. In newspaper plants, pr ess es 
were whirling. In telegraph and cable 
oerkca. keys were ticking- From radio 
towers, waves were speeding. 

Within an hour, the nation and the 
rid knew of this planetary invader 
its stacfering ultimatum. 

Naturally, the government at Wash- 
ington refused to meet these shameful 
terms Military and naval forces were 
m she d to the threatened metropolis. 
The Atlantic Fleet steamed up from 
H imp too Roads under forced draught 
and awe mli Ud in the outer harbor. 
Tnooaaads of pi hot gathered at 
Mitchell Field and other nearby air- 
drc 



BUT where was the enemy* 
Me must be miles ap in 
Kendrick knew, as he totlcd feverishly 
in the laboratory over his espcrisntac 
after a sleepless night. For -had that 
flying city been nearer earth, it could 
not have maintained invisit 
oat that peculiar hmisniiig vibration. 

Scoot aline*, urged on by uoi~ 
ansu Jro n commander*, climbed 
they reached their 

<in- They could 
ing. see nothing of the i 

a morning of growing 

of that day. with a bare 
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twenty-four hour* left before tbc ex- 
pi rat ioc of the ultimatum, tbc disc 
came down, •bowed itself boldly. 

Tberc followed annul jag diaastrrs. 

One ulto, and tbe ray shot down— 
tbe Atlantic Fleet, tbe pride of Amer- 
ica, burat and melted in flaming belL 
Squadrons of plane*, carrying too* of 
bombs, frui ltd like moths in tbe air. 
Mighty projectiles burled by land bat- 
tenet were deflected off on wild trsjec- 



1 bop* you're rigbt— btarjori* P be 
replied, letting slip tbe last weed al- 



A : ; . 



ippaJled. tbe nation and tbe world 
followed in lurid extra* tbese I 
defeats. 

By nightfall of tbat day. all 
lost. All opposttioo bad been obliter- 
ated. America must capers Utr or 
perish. It bad until tbe next noon to 
decide which. 



M' 



EANWHILE. in tbat put 
Brooklyn laboratory, Kcndrick 
was working against time, besieged by 
frantic delegations of tbe nations 
leaders. Tbey knew now tbat tbeir one 
bopc lay in bun. Waa be succeeding? 
Was tberc even any bopc? 

Face haggard, eyes Mnnrlshnt from 
lack of aleep. be waved tbem away, 
wenron with bma work. 

"I will tell yoo— *a soon a* I know.' 

Tbat was all be would say. 

Followed a night tbat waa tbc black- 
est in all history, though, tbe myriad 
sura of heaven shone tauntingly bril- 
liant in tbc summer sky. 

At length, as dawn was breaking. 
Kendrick paused in his labors. 

"There P he said, grimly, surveying 
an apparatus that a ccme d to involve the 
- facilities of the laboratory "It 
is done ! Now then— will it work T 

Tbe delegation were called to wit- 
ness tbc teat. 

Henderson Blake was snaring them, 
as was hi ar jorie. She stepped forward. 
as be prepared to make the 



you're going to 
■issMiid. priss 
bis eyes with a 



-I k 
be successful P 
ing bis hand, 
•ssisc of 



Her face colored warmly as she 
stepped back and rejoined her father. 

atcndrick's heart was beating fast as 
be turned to bis instruments. How 
could be fail, with faith like that be- 
an?— lore, rren^pcrhapal He 
fail— nor would be. if bis theo- 
ries were sound. 



ADDRESSING tbe 
explained briefly tbc 
apparatus. — 

"Tbese towers." be said, pointing to 
four steel structures about ten feet 
high, arranged at the corners of a 
square roughly tw enty feet across. 
"arc miniature radio masts. Tbc area 
enclosed by them, we will num. is 
tbc city of New York. That metal disc 
s u spen d e d above the area i iuri s tnta 
tbe invader. It contains a 
heat -generator such as I 
meriting with recently in the Artaona 
desert." 

He paused, threw a switch. Some- 



towers." be re- 



wberc in tbc laboratory a 
gan to whir. 
"I aas now sending elc 
from the four 
'But instead of 
in trtty direction. I ass 
them in concave cathode of force 
tbc city. You may picture this cat bade 
as an invisible shield, if you rhooac. 
but it it more than that. It is a reflec- 
tor. "*» If my theori es arc right, tbc 
radio-energetic ray I am about to proj- 
ect upon it from my miniature disc will 
be flung back to its source as I knags it 
bad been a ray of light falling an a 
mi r r The success of the experiment 
upon what the result will be." 



KENDRICK ceased, moved toward 
s rheostat. 
As he made ready to touch frt, a 
breathless tension settled upon tbc as- 
acsxblagc. Upon tbc outcome of what 
was now to happen rested the fate of 
tbc world. 
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Calmly, though every fiber of his be- 
ing was at breaking stress, the young 
scientist opened the rheostat. 

For an instant, the ray seared down 
— then, as it boomeranged bock, the 
disc burst into name, dissolved, disin- 
tegrated. A thin dost, like carbon, 
slowly settled to the laboratory floor. 

Cutting oS the current from the* 
radio towers. Kendxick faced them, a 
light of triumph in his tired eye*. 

"You see — it works." be said. 

They saw. Beyond a doubt, it 
worked! 

And what Kendrick saw. as his eyes 
met htarjorie's. made him forget his 
fatigue. 



T 



HE rest was a mad scramble of 
preparation. Only a few brief 
was to be 



hours remained, and 
done. 

The application of the principle that 
had just been demonstrated involved a 
book-up from the Consolidated Elec- 
tric laboratory with every Uiixli atlas, 
station in the metropolitan area power 
being supplied by c omman d? 
every generating plant within a radios 
of fifty rr. 

The city, moreover, bad to be c • 
ated of all but the few brave hundreds 
who volunteered to stand by their posts 
at radio stations and generating plants 

At for Kendrick. it was the busiest. 
most hectic morning he had ever expe- 
rienced. Only the realization of a girl's 
I id a nation's trust enabled him to 
overcome the cxhaustioo of two sle e p 
'.ess nigh't 

At leaftfc. a little before eleven, all 

■ r tidiness. Just two ques t io ns 

troubled the young scientist's mind. 

Had the people of the disc learned of 

their prep arat ions to counter the at- 

Aad would the improt 
b r oad ca s tin g app aratu s of the 
stand the stupendous strain that would 
be placed upon it if the ray came down ? 

The first of these questions was an- 
1. staggeringly, at a quarte- 
rn? Codr cned 



Blake, bursting into the la b or at ory, 
"atarjoric — they've got her. again I 
Look! Read/this T 

He thrust act a piece of paper. Ken- 
duck took it. read: 

Your daughter will be my queen, 
after this noon. 

"Where'd you get it T be gasp ed. 

'One of the invisible devils thrust it 
into my hand right out in the street. 
not five minutes ago.' Blake explained, 
trembling with anguish. "Do you real- 
ize what this means. Kendrick? She's 
on the disc now — and in a scant three- 
quarters of an hour. . . ." 

"Yes. I reaiire P his voice came grim- 
ly. 'And I realiac. too. that they don't 
know their fate They'll stay. There's 
forty-five minutes yet. We can't aban- 
don our defense against the ray. not 
even for afarjoru But 111 go, I'll res- 
cue her— or die with her I" 

And even as Blake mutely reached 
out his hand to grip that of the deter- 
mined young man who stood before 
him. Kendrick touched his wrist me- 
rhanism and went m risible. 

ONCE on the street, he pressed the 
escalator button as well — and by 
the strength of the vibrations that fol- 
lowed, be knew he must be very close 
within that mysterious lifting tone. 

Running west a block, be found it 
growing stronger. 

Fairly racing now. be continued on 

toward the river. peogrcm\nhnmpi 1 1 il 

i Suddenly, with 

a thrill of exultation, be felt himself 

swept up. whirled away toward that 

great shimmering bulk against the asm. 

"What hoper he was thinking 

-at possible hoper And the answer 

came: Corl 

Reaching the disc he switched out 
the escalator a influence and 
across the city to that 

sde-grecn stone. 
The mighty little dwarf would be up 
there in his glittering mosaic apart- 
ment, or in his pinnacle laboratory. 
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perhaps, ready to pull the lever that 
would release that stupendous blast of 
heat. 

Gaining the jewelled door of the 
monarch's quarter* at Last, after escap- 
ing detection by a hair's breadth more 
than once, he pressed the button out- 
side, just aa the guard had done that 
first time. 

In r e spon s e , the door opened and 
there stood Cor. 

HE stood there aa instant, that is. 
while the expression on his 
leathery face went from Inquiry to 
alarm. Then, as Kendrick burst into 
the room and shut the door, he west 
invisible. 

In that same instant, the young sci- 
entist's eyes beheld a sight that caused 
his heart to leap. There sat Marjorie. 
bound in a chair, an expression half of 
hope, half of dejection, on her face. 

-It's I— Gordon P he called. Take 
courage P 

'Oh. I prayed so you'd 
you came P she SBurmured as her face 
lighted. Then, tensely, she added. 
The door— look out P 

Kendrick wheeled, and just in time 
The door was opening. 

'Not so fastP he called, lunging. 

H;t hands gri p ped the dwarf, yanked 
him back, throttled him before he 
could emit a cry. pushed the door shut. 

Cor struggled like a miihnsn. but h 
was futile. Kendrick's hands cut into 
his throat like a rice After a mo m ent 
or two, he gasped, relaxed 

Releasing his grip then. Kendrick 
felt for his wrist, stripped off his 
bracelet — whereupon the dwarf became 
visible. Ha face was putty-white He 
was either dead or unconscious. 

Restoring hit own visibility then, be 
advanced to Marjorie. swiftly freed 
her. 

Take thitP he said, handing her 
Cor's bra< - 

She slipped it on. 

"Now lets tie him and get out of 
here He may be dead, but we can't 
take any chai 



THE dwarf wasn't dead, however, 
for he groaned and opened his eyes 
as they lifted him into the cha. 

Tou win. Professor— but it avails 
you nothing P He smiled maliciously. 
"My capture, my death even, will not 
prevent the ray. The orders have been 
given. It will be projected sharp at 
twelve. You but go to your doom P 
' That." said Kendrick. "ia a matter 
of opinion." 

Swiftly they bound him. gagged Mam. 

"And now." he added. "we wish you 
good day— and such fate as you de- 
serveP » — 

Then, turning to Marjorie : 

Tour hand again P 

There was a new tenderness in its 
soft warmth that thrilled hiss. 

They touched their buttons, stent in- 




Stlcntry. then, they stole 
Swiftly they m 
to the 
across the city to the 

to the trap-door. 
It must be nearly twelve. Kendrick 
He couldn't look at his watch, 
for it aa well as himself was lariaaula 
I ndu e d, even as they stood there, 
poised for the plunge, a fain* whistle 
rose from below. 
Marjorie iriiisklirl. 
-Steady P he spoke. "Some of 
always blow a sain 
Arc you readyP 
TesP 

Been aa they leapt, ahc sickening 
thought came that perhaps the escala- 
tor ray was no longer running. But the 
fear was unwarranted They were 
caught up. whirled gently d o w nwa rd. 

Moving along laterally, as they de- 
scended, they were able to land with- 
out difficulty in the middle of s de- 
serted street near the Consolidated 
E!ect/i< laboratory. 

Thank heaven P she sighed, aa their 
feet touched solid ground. They 
pressed off both buttons, becoming vis- 
ible once more. 

"EchoP he agreed. "So let's—* 
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BUT Kendhch never completed world* ia impact, blinded by a glare 

that sentence— lor now whistles that made the sunlight seem feeble in 

all over the m et r opolitan area, rising comparison. Marjorie and Kendxick 

from the generating plants, announced dung together, while the disc grew 

the omi n o us boor. into a satellite of calcium fixe ia the 

It wa« high noon. The ultimatum sky. 

bad expired. Presently, as the » conflagration 

Lifting tense faces to the disc they , waned, they opened their eyes. Grave- 
waited. Would that stupendous ray Ijr. but with deep thanksgiving, they 
be hurled back upon itself? Or would searched each other's faces. Ia then* 
it sear through their makeshift de- they read deep understanding, too. aad 
fense. plunging them and the whole | a new hope, 
great mevopolis into oblirioa? ~I think we'd better go and find 

Suddenly, catjclysmically. the an- father.** she said at length, quiet 1 jr. 

swer came. "I think so tooP be agreed. 

There burst a withering whirlwind As they headed toward the labora- 

from the disc It struck that mighty tory. a fine, powdery dust, like volcanic 

concave cathode of interlaced waves ash. was falling. 

above the city. There followed an ia- It continued to fall until the city 

■rant's clash of titanic forces. Then streets were covered to s depth of am 



the cathode triumphed, burled it back. 

Rocked by a concussion as of two Thus passer! the menace of Vada. 
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